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PREFACE. 



JL H £ volume that is here prefentcd to the Public, 
coafifts of two parts : the Life of Dr. Franklin ; and a 
CoUedion of Mifcellaneous Effays, the work of that 
author. 

It is already known to many, that Dr. Franklin amu- 
fed himfelf, towards the clofe of his life, with writing 
memoirs of his own hiftory. Thefe memoirs were 
brought down to the year 1757. Together with fome 
other manufcripts they were left behind him at his death, 
and were coniidered as conflituting a part of his pofthu- 
mous property. It is a little extraordinary that, under 
thefe circumftances, interefting as they arc, from the 
celebrity of the chara6ler of which they treat, and from 
the critical (ituation of the prcfcnt times, they fliould 
fo long have been with-held from the Public. A tran- 
flation of them appeared in France near two years ago, 
coming down to the year 1731. There can be no fuflS- 
cient reafon, that what has thus been fubmitted to the 
perufal of Europe, fhould not be made acceffible to thofe 
to whom Dr. Franklin's language is native. The hifto- 
ry of his life, as far as page 149 of the prefcnt volume, 
is tranflatcd from that publication. 
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iv PREFACE. 

The ftyle of thefe memoirs is uncommonly plealing. 
The (lory is told with the moft unreferved finccrity, and 
without any falfe colouring or ornament. We fee, in 
/ every page, that the author examined his fnbjeft with 

i the eye of a mafter, ^d related no incidents, the fpiings 

and origin of which he did not perfeftly underftand. 
*• It is this that gives fuch exquifite and uncommon pcr- 

\\ fpicuity to the detail and delight in the review. The 

! tranflatorhas endeavoured, as he went along, to con- 

ceive the probable manner in which Dr. Franklin ex- 
preffed his ideas in his Englifli manufcript, and he hopes 
\ to be forgiven if this enquiry fhall occafionally have fub- 

' jefted him to the charge of a ftyle in any refpeft bald or 

low : to imitate the admirable fimplicity of the author, 
18 no eafy taik. 

The Effays, which are now, for the firft time, brought 
together from Vlarious refources, will be found to be 
more mifcellaneous than any of Dr. Franklin's that have 
formerly been colle6led, and will therefore be more ge- 
nerally amufing. Dr. Franklin tells us, in his Life, 
that he was an affiduous imitator of Addifon, and from 
fome of thefe papers it will be admitted that he was not 
/• an unhappy one. The public wuU be amufed wuth fol- 

lowing a great philofopher in his relaxations, and ob- 
ferving in what refpefts philofophy tends to elucidate 
and improve the moft common fubjefts. The editor 
has purpofely avoided fuch papers as, by their fcienti- 
fical nature, were lefs adapted for general perufal. 
Thefe he may probably hereafter publifh in a volume 
by themfelvcs. 

He 



PREFACE. ^ 

He fubjoins a letter from the late celebrated and ami- 
able Dr. Price, to a gentleman in Philadelphia, upon 
the fubjeft of Dr. Franklin's memoirs of his own life* 

*^ Hacknty^ June 19, 1790. 

" DEAR SIR, 

" I am hardly able to tell you how kindly I take the 
letters with which you favour me. Your laft, contain- 
ing an account of the death of our excellent friend Dr. 
Franklin, and the circumftances attending it, defervcs 
my particular gratitude. The account which he has 
left of his life will fliow, in a ftriking example, how a 
man, by talents, induftry, and integrity, may rife from 
obfcurity to the firft eminence and confequence in the 
world ; but it brings his hiftory no lower than the year 
1757, and I underftand that fince he fent over the copy, 
which I have read, he has been able to make no addi- 
tions to it. It is with a melancholy regret I think of 
his death ; but to death we are all bound by the irrever- 
fible order of nature, and in looking forw^ard to it, there 
is comfort in being able to refleft — that we have not 
lived in vain, and that all the ufeful and virtuous fhall 
meet in a better country beyond the grave. 

"Dr. Franklin, in the laft letter I received from him, 
after mentioning his age aod infirmities, obferves, that it 
has been kindly ordered by the Author of nature, that, 
as we draw nearer the conclufion of life, wx are fur- 
niflied with more helps to wean us from it, among which 
one of the ftrongeft is the lofs of dear friends. I was 
delighted with the account you gave in your letter of 
the honour fhew^n to his memory at Philadelphia, and 

by 
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,by Congrefs; and yefterday I received a high additional 
pleafure, by being informed that the National Affcmbly 
of France had determined to go into mourning for him. 
— ^What a glorious fcene is opened there ! The annals 
of the world furnifh no parallel to it. One of the ho- 
nours of our departed friend is, that he has contributed 
much to it. 

^^ I am, with great refpeft. 
Your obliged and very 
humble fervant, 

RICHARD PRICE." 
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LIFE 



OF 



EiOCTOR BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, See. 



My dear son, 

L HAVE, amufed myfelf with coUeding fome 
little anecdotes of my f^Mnily. You may remem- 
ber the enquiries I made, when you were with 
me in Engknd, among fuch of my relations asf 
wei^then living; and the journey I undertook 
for that purpofe. To be acquainted with thq 
particulars of my parentage and life, ntany of 
which are unknown to you, I flatter myfelf, 
will afford the fame pleafure to you asi to me^ 
I Ihall . relate them upon paper : it will be an 
agreeable employment of a week's uninterrupted 
leifure, which I promife niyfelf during my pre- 
fent retirement in. the country. There are alio 
other motives which induce me to the under- 
taking. From the bofom of poverty and obfcu- 
rity, m which I drew my firft breath and fpent 
my eailieft year$, I have raifed myfelf to a ftate 
of opulence and to fome degree of cekbrity in 

B the 
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the world. A conftant good fortune has at« 
tended me through every period of life to my 
prefent advanced age; and my defcendanta may 
be defirous of learning what were the means of 
which I made ufe, and which, thanks to the 
affifting hand of Providence, have proved fo 
eminently fuccefsfuL They may alfo, Ihould 
they ever be placed in a finular fituation, derive 
fome advantage from my narrative. 

When I refieft, as I frequently do, upon the 
felicity I have enjoyed, I fometimes fay to my- 
fdf, that, were the offer made me, I would en- 
gage to run. again, from beginning to end, the 
lame career of life. All I would alk fhould be 
the privilege of an author, to correft, in a fecond 
edition, certain errors of the firft. I could wifh^ 
likewife, if it were in my power, to change fome 
trivial incidents and events for others more fa- 
vourable. Were this however denied me, fUll 
would I not decline the offer. But lincc a repe- 
tition of life cannot take place, there is nothing 
which, in my opinion, fo nearly refembles it, as 
to call to mind dl its circumflances, and, to ren- 
der their remembrance more durable, commit 
them to writing. By thus employing myfelf, 
I fliall yield to the inclination, fo natural in old 
men, to talk of themfelves and their exploits, 
and may freely follow my bent, without being 
tirefome to thofe who, from re^ft to my age, 
might think themfelves obliged to liften to me ; 
as they will be at liberty to read me or not as they 
plcafe. In fine^ — ^and I may as well avow it, fince 
nobody would believe me were I to deny it — I 
fhall perhaps, by this employment, gratify my 
vanity. Scarcely indeed have I ever heard or 
read the introdudory phrafe, " / may fay without 
liantty^^ but fome flriking and charadteriflic in- 
fiance of vanity has immediately followed. Thj 

generality 
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]^neraJity of meif hate vanity iri others, however 
Srongly they iriay be tindhired witjii it them- 
klves : fbf ioiyfclf, I pay obeifance to it where- 
ever I meet t^ith it, perfuaded that it is advanta- 
geousi as wdl to the individual whom it ^overns^ 
^ to thofe/vjrho are within the fphere of its influ- 
CQCC. Of confe^uence, it would in many cafes^ 
bot be wholly abfurd, that a man Ihould count 
his vanity among the other fweets of life, and 
give thanks to R-ovidence for the bleffing. 

And here let me with all humility acknow-r 
ledge, that to Divine Providence I am indebted 
for the felicity I have hitherto enjoyed. It is 
that Power alone which has furnimed me with 
the means I have employed, and that has crown- 
ed them with fuceefs. My faith in this refpedt 
leads me to hope, though I cannot count upon it, 
that the divine goodnefs will (till be exercifed 
towards me, either by prolonging the duration 
of my happinefs to the clofe of fife, or by giv- 
ing me fortitude to fupport any melancholy rc- 
verfe, which may happen to me, as to fo many 
others. My future fortune is unknoM^n but ttf I 
him in whofe hand is our deftiny, and who cam 
make our ve;ry affliftions fubfervient to our be- 
nefit. 

One of my uncles, defirous, Hke myfelf, of 
coUeding anecdotes of our family, gave me fome 
Aotes, from which I have derived many particularis 
refpefting our anceftors. From thefe I learn,' 
that they had lived in the fame village (Eaton in 
Northamptonfhire), upon a freehold of about 
thirty acres, for the Ip^tce at leaf! of three hun- 
dred years. How long they had reJided there 
prior to that period, my tmcle had been unable 
to difcover ; probably ever fince the infHtution 
of furnamies, when they tobfc the appellation of 
B a Franldisy 
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Frankfin, which had formerly been the name of 
a particular order of individuals* 

This petty eftate would not have fuflBced for 
their fubfiftence, had they not added the trade of 
blackfinith, which was perpetuated in the family 
down to my unde^s time, the eldeft fon having 
beqn uniformly brought up to this employment : 
a cuil^m which both he and my father obferved 
with refpec): to t)idr eldeft fons» 

In the refearches I made at Eaton, I found no 
account of their births, marriages, and deaths, 
carlicF &at!i the year 1555; the parifh regifter 
not extending farther h2Lck than that period. 

* A(. a proof tkat Franklin was anciently the common 
name of an order or rank in England, fee Judge Fortefcue, 
Dt laudibus Icgum An^l^a^ written aboat the year r^i s, iu 
which is the following paflage, to fhew. that good juries 
might eafily be formed in any part of England : 

<• Regio etiaem ilia, ita rcfperfa rcfcrtaquc eft poffeffbrihus 
^* Urrarwn et agroruro^ quod in ea, villula tam parva reperiri 
** odn potcrit, in qua non eft miUs^ armiger^ vel pater-familias, 
^^ qualis ibidem franilin vulgariter nuncupatur, magnis di- 
'( tatns po/leflionibus, nee non libere tenentes et alii vahSi 
«* pUirimi,' fuis patrimoniis fufficientesi ad faciendum jura* 
** t^mt in forma prsnotata " 

** Moreover the fame country n fo filled and repleniihed 
*< with Tand'ed menne, that therein €0 fmall a thorpe cannot 
^^ be found wherein dwelleth not a knight* an efquire, Or fuch 
* a ltoilfcI»ldllr as is there commonty called a frdnilin^ en- 
f<. riched with great pofleflions ; and alfo other freeholders 
<< and many yeomen, able for thek livelihoodes to make a jury 
** in form aforementioned .'^^ 

OiD Translation. 

.: Chaucer 106 calls his coux^try gentleman a ffaniltn^znd. 

after defcribihg lus good hbufekeeping» thiis eharadterifes 

him: 

This wortfcy franklin bore a purfe of filk, 
Fix'd to his girdle, wb?tc as ^sorning milk. 
Knieht of the ihtre, firft juftiee at th' affize. 
To help the poor, the doubtful to advife. 
in all employments, generous, juft he proved, 
Rcaown'd for courtcfy, by ail bclov'd# 

This 
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This regiftcr infcurmed me, that I was the young- 
eft (on of the youngeiR: branch of the family, 
counting five generations. My grandfather, 
Thomas^ who was born in 1595, Kvjed at Eaton 
till lie was too old to continue his trade, when 
he retired to Banbury in OxfordChire, w;here his 
Ion John who wj^ a dyer, reiided, and. with 
;!i;ehQni nxy father was apprenticed. I^e died, and 
was buried there : we law his monument in 1758. 
His eldeft fon lived in th^ family houfe at Eaton, 
which he bequeathed, with the land belonging to 
it, to his only daughter ; who, in concert with 
)ber hufli^md, l^v. Fi£her of Wellinborough, after- 
wards ibid it to Mr. tfted, theprefentprqprietor. 

My graijidfathor had four fwrviviag fon^, Tho- 
.mas, John, ^enjamin, ^nd Jofias. I fliall ^ve 
you fuch paxdcul^rspf them as my memory wilj 
furnifh, not having my papers here, in which 
you will find a more ininute account, if they ^c 
;aot loft during my abfence.. ' ' 

Thomas had learned the trade of blackfmith 
under his father ; but pofleffing a good natural 
underftanding, he improved it by ftudy, at the 
folicit^ion. of ^gentleman of .the nanje of Palmer, 
who was at that tiipe the priudp^ inhabitant of 
the vilbge, and who encDuraged in lite manner 
all my yncles to cultivate their minds. Thomas 
thus rendered himfelf competent to the fun^ons 
iDf a couatry attorney; fopn became an eflcntial 
perfonage in the affairs of the village; ^nd was 
one of the chief movers of every public enter- 
prize, as well relative to the county as the town 
of Northampton. A variety of remarkable inci- 
dents were told us of him at Eaton. After cn- 
i'oying the efteem and patronage of lord Halifax, 
le died,^ January 6, 1702, precifely four years 
iefore I was bonii The recital that was made us 
f)f his life and charader, by fome aged perfons 
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of the village, ftrack you, I remember, as extra- 
ordinary, from its analogy to what you knew 
of myfelf. " Had he died,*' faid yoa, « juft 
*^ four years later, one might have fuppofed a 
^* tranfinigration of fouls/' 
' John, to the beft of my belief, was brought 
pp to the trade of a wool-dyer. 

Bemamin fervcd his apprenticcfliip in London 
to a filk-dyer. He was an induftrious man : I 
remember him well ; for, while I was a child, he 
joined my father at Bpfton, and lived for fomc 
years in the houfe with us. A particular aflfefti- 
on had always iubfifted between my fiither and 
him;, and Iwas his godfon. He arrived to 4 
great age. He left behind him two quarto vo- 
lumes of poems in manufcript, confifting of lit- 
tie fugitive pieces addrcffed to his friends. He 
had invented a fliort-hand, which he taught me, 
but having never made ufe of it, I have now 
forgotten it. He was a man of piety, and a con- 
ftant attendant on the beft preachers, whofe fer- 
mons he took a pleafure in writing down accord- 
ing to the expeditory method he had devifed. 
Many, volumes were thus colleftcd by him. He 
was alfo extremely fond of politics, too much fo 
perhaps for his fituation. I lately found in Lon- 
don a coUeftion which he had made of all the 
principal pamphlets relative to public affairs, fron^ 
the year 1641 to 1717. Many volumes are 
wanting, as appears by the feries of numbers; 
but there ftill remain eight in folio, and twenty- 
four in quarto and octavo. The colleftion had 
fallen into the hands of a fecond-hand bookfeller, 
who, knowing me by having fold me fome books, 
brought it to me. My uncle, it feems, had left 
it behind him on his departure for America, a- 
bout fifty years ago. I found various notes of 
his writing in the margins. His grandfon, Sa- 
tnuel, is now living at Bofton, 

Our 
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Our humble fkfnily had early embraced the 
Reformation. Theyremained faithfully attached 
(during the reign of ^een Mary, when they were 
in danger of being mokfled on account or their 
zeal againft popery. They had an Engliih Bible, 
and, to conceal it the iptiore fecurcly, they con- 
ceived the projeA of fattening il^ open, with 
packthreads acrofs the leaves, on the infide of 
the lid of a dofe-fioo). When my great-grand- 
father wifhed to read to his femily, he reverfed 
the lid of the clofe-ftool upon his knees, and paff- 
ed the leaves from one fide to the other, which 
were held down on each by the packthread. One 
of the children was ilationed at the door, to 
give notice if he faw the proclor (an oflScer of 
the fpiritual court) make his appearance : in that 
-cafe, the lid was reftored to its place, with the 
Bible concealed under it as before. I had this 
anecdote from tny uncle Benjamin. 

The whole family preferved its attachment to 
the Church of England till towards the clofe of 
the reign of Charles II. when certain minifters, 
who had been ejefted as nonconformifts, having 
held conventicles in Northamptonflrire, they were 
jdined by Benjamin and Jofias, who adhered to 
them ever after. The reft of ^c family conti- 
nued in the epifoopal church. 

My father, Jofias, married early in life. He 
went, with his wife and three children, to New 
England, about the year 1682. Conventicles be- 
ing at that time prohibited by law, and fre- 
jqaently difturbed, fome confiderable perfons of 
his acquaintance determined to go to America, 
where they hoped to enjoy the free exercife of 
their religion, and ray father was prevailed 
on to accompany them. 

My father had alfo by the fame wife four chil- 
idren horp in America, and ten others by a. fe- 

cdnd 



cond wifey making in all feyenteen. I remem- 
ber to have feen thirteen fekted together at hits 
table, yrhq all arrived to years of maturity, and 
vere married* I was the laft of the fons, and 
the yotmgeft child, excepting two daughters. 
t was bom at Bofion in new EnglanJI My mo- 
ther, the fe^nd wife, wsnAbiahFolger, daugh- 
ter of Peter Folger, one of the firft'colonifts of 
New£ngland,*of whom Cotton Mather makes 
!honourabIe mention, in his |lcclq|iaftical fliflory 
of liat province, as " tf pious and learned Ejiglijp^ 
inanj* n I rightly recollect his exprefHons. I 
h^ve been told of his having written a variety of 
little pieces ; but there appears to be only one in 
print, which I met with many years ago. It 
was publifhed in the year 1 675, and is in fomiliar 
verfe, agreeably to the tafte of the times and 
the country. The author addreiTes himfelf to the 
govertiors for the time being, foeaks for liberty 
of confcience, and in favour pfthe anabaptifts, 
quakers, and other feftaries, who had fuffere4 
perfecutipn. To this perfecution he attributes 
the wars with the natives, and other calamities 
which afflifted the country, regarding them as 
the judgments of God in punifliment of ifo odi- 
dus an offence, and he exhorts the government 
to the repeal of laws fo contrary to charity. The 
poem appeared to be written with a manly free- 
dom and a pleafing fimplicity. I recoiled the fiji^ 
concluding lines, though I have, forgotten the 
order of words of the two firft ; the fenfe of 
which was, that his cenfures were diftated by 
benevolence, and that, of confequence, he wilh- 
cd to be known as the authpr ; becau/e, faid he,, 
I hate from my very foul diflimulition : 
' From Sherburne *, where I dwell, 
I therefore put my name> 
Your friend, who means you well, 

Peter Folger. 
* Town in the Illand of Nantucket. 

• - '• ■ My 
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>{ly brothers were all put apprentice to different 
trades. With refpeft to myfelf, I was fcnt, at 
the <iige of eight years, to a grammar fchooL 
My father dejftined me for the church, and al- 
ready regarded fne as the chaplain olF the family> 
The promp^tude with which from my infancy j 
had learned to iread, for I do not remetnber to 
have l^ecfi ever without this acquirement, and 
the encouragement of his friends, who aflured 
him that I mould one dav certainly become ^ 
man of letters, confirmed him in this defign; 
My unde Benjamin approve<^ alio of the fchemc^ 
^nd promifed to give me all his volumes of fer« 
mons, written, a^ I have (aid, in the jhort-hand 
of his invention, i^ I would take the pains tq 
learn it 

I remained however fcarcely a year at the 
grammar fchool, although, in this ihort interval^ 
I had rifen from the middle to the head of my 
dafs, from thence to the clafs immediately abovc^, 
jmd was to pafs, at the end oiF the year, to thp 
one next in order. But my father, burthened 
with a numerous fanaily, found that he was in- 
capable, without fubje<9ting himfelf to difficulties, 
ot providing for the expence of a collegiate edu- 
cation : and confidenng befides, as I heard him 
fay to his iriends, that perfons fo educated were 
often poorly provided for, he renounced his firff 
intentions, took me from the grammar fchool, 
and fent me to a fchool for writing and arith- 
metic, kept by a Mr. George Brownwel, who 
was a Ikilfiil matter, and fucceeded very well in 
his profeflion by employing gentle means only, 
and fuch as were calculated to encourage his 
Scholars. Under him I foon acquired an ex- 
cellent hand; but I failed in arithmetic, and 
made thercih no fort of progrefs. 

At 
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At ten years of age, I was called home to 
affift my father in his occupation, which was that 
of foap-boiler and tallow-chandler ; a bulGinefs to 
which he had ferved no apprenticefhip, but 
-which he embraced on his arrival in New Eng- 
land, becaufe he fcnind his own, that of a dyer, 
in too little requeft to enable him to maintain his 
family. I was accordingly employed in cutting 
the wicks, filling the moulds, tsdsing care of the 
ihop, carrying meffages, &c. 
: This bufinds difpleafed me, and I felt a ftrong 
inclination for 3 fea life ; but my father fet his 
face againft it^ The vicinity cf the water, how- 
ever, gaye me frequent opportunities of ventur- 
ing myfelf both ^pon and within it, and I foon 
acquired the art of fwimoiing, and of managing 
a boat* When embarked with other children, 
the helm was commonly deputed to me, particu- 
larly on difficult occafions ; and, in every other 
projed, I was almoft always the leader of the 
troop, whom I fomctimes involved in embar- 
raffments. Iflxallgive an inftance of this, which 
demonftrates an early difpofition of mind for 
public enterprifcs, though th? one in (jueftiou 
wats not conducted by juftice. 

The mill-pond was terminated on one fide by 
a marfh, upon the borders of which we were 
accuftomed to take our ftand, at high water, to 
angle for fmall £&• By dint of walking, we 
had converted the place into a perfeft quagmire. 
My propofal was to ereft a wharf that mould 
afibrd us firm footing ; and I pointed out to my 
companions a large heap of ftones, intended for 
tile building a new houfe near the marfli, and 
which were well adapted for Qur purpofe. Ac- 
cordingly, when the workmen retired in the 
evening, I affembled a number of my playfellows, 
aad by labouring diligently, like ants, fometimes 

four 
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four of us uniting our ftrength to carry a finglc 
ftone, we removed them all, and oonftruded our 
little quay. Tke workmen were furprifcd the 
next morning at not finding their ftoncs, which 
had been conveyed to our wharf. Enquiries were 
made re^efting the authors of this conveyance ; 
we were difc.overed ; complaints were exhibited 
againft us ; many of us underwent correftion on 
the part of our parents ; and though I ftrenu- 
oufly defended tlie utility of the work, my father 
at length convinced me, that nothing which was 
not ftridly honeft could be ufefuL 

It will not, perhaps, be uninterefting to yoo 
to know what fort of a man my father vras. He 
had an excellent conftitution, was of a middle 
fiize, but well niade and ftrong, and extremely 
aftive in whatever he undertook. He defigncd 
with a degree of neatnefs, and knew a little of 
mufic. His voice was fonorous and agreeable ; 
fo that when he fung a pfalpQ or hymn, with the 
accompaniment of his violin, as was his frequent 
praftice in an evening, when the labours of the 
day were finiflied, it was truly delightful to hear 
him. He was verfed alfo in piechanics, and could, 
Upon occafion, ufe the tools of a variety of trades. 
But his greateft excellence was a found under- 
ftanding and folid judgment, in matters of pru- 
dence, both in public and private life. In the 
former indeed he never engaged, becaufc his 
numerous family, and the mediocrity of his 
fortune, kept him unremittingly employed in 
the duties of his profeffion. But I very well 
remember, that the leading men of the place 
ufed frequently to come and afk his advice rcf- 
pefting affairs of the town, or of the church to 
which he belonged, and that they paid much de- 
fjer^nce to his opinion. Individuals were alfo in 

the 
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the habit of confulting him in their private affairs, 
and he was often chofen arbiter between contend- 
ing parties. 

He was fond of having at his table, as often 
as poffible, ibmc friends or well-informed neigh- 
bours capable of rational converfation, and he 
was always careful to introduce ufcful or ipge- 
nious topics of difcourfe, which might tend to 
form the minds of his children. By this means 
he early attrafted our att|ention to what was juft, 
prudent, and beneficial ip the condud of life. 
He never talkc4 of the meats which appeared 
upon the table, never difcuffed whether they 
jvere well or ill dreffed, of a good or bad flavour, 
high-feafoned orotherwife, preferable or inferior 
to this or that difli of a limilar kind. Thus ac- 
cuftomed^ from my infancy, to the utmoft inat- 
tention as to thefe pbje<5t^^ I have always been 
perfeftly regardlefs of what kind of food \yas be- 
fore me; and I pay fo little atfention to it even 
now, that it would be a Jurd' nia'tter ifor'me to 
recollect, a few hours after I had dined, of what 
ipy dinner had cohfift^d. ' When travelling, J 
have particularly expeiienced the advantage of 
this habit ; for it has pften happened to ipe to be 
in company with pcrfpns, who, having a more 
delicate, becaufe a more exercifed taue, have 
iufferedin many cafes confiderable inconvenience ; 
while, as to myfelf, I havQ had i^o^hing to de- 
fire. 

My mother was likewife poffeffed of an ex- 
cellent conftitution. She fuckled all her ten 
children, and I never heard either her or iny fa- 
ther complain of any other diforder than that of 
vyhich they died : my father at ^e age of eighty- 
feven, and my mother at eighty-five. They are 
buried together at Bofton, where, a few years 
ago, I placed a marble over their grave, with 
this infcription : 

« Here 
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" Here lie 
" JosiAs^ Franklin and Abiah his wife: They 
\^ lived together with reciprocal aflfeftion for fifty - 
" nine years; and without private fortune, with- 
** out lucrative employnaent, by affiduous labour 
" and honeft induftry, decently fupported a nu- 
*'.merdus famHy, and educated, with fuccefs, 
^*. thirteen children, and feven grand-children. 
** Let this example, reader, encourage thee dilr- 
^' gently to.difcharge the duties of thy calling, 
**aiidto reiy on the fupport of Divine Provi- 
" dence. 

" He was pious and prudent, 

** She difcreet and virtuous. 
" Their youngeft fon, from a fentiment of filial 
" duty, confecrates tihis ftone 

** To their memory/' 

I perceive, by my rambling digrefiions, that I 
am growing old. But we do not drefs for a 
private company as for a formal ball. This de- 
ferves perhaps the name of negligence. 
• To return. I thus continued employed in my 
father's trade for the fpace of two years j that is 
to fay, till I arrived at twelve years of age. 
About this time my brother John, who had ferv* 
ed his apprenticelhip in London, having quitted 
my father, and being married and fettled in bu* 
finefs on his own account at Rhode Ifland, I was 
deftined, to all appearance, to fupply his place, 
and be a candle-maker all my life : but my diflike 
of this occupation continuing, my father was 
apprehenfive, that, if a^more agreeable one were 
not offered me, I might prfay the truant and ef- 
cape to fca ; as, to his extreme mortification, my 
brother Jofias had done. He therefore took me 
ibmetimes to fee mafons, coopers, braziers, join- 
ers, and other mechanics, employed at their 

work ; 
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work ; in order to difcovcr the bent of my in^ 
clination^ and fix it if he could upon feme occu- 
pation that might retain me on ibore. I have 
fince^ in confequence of thefe vifits, derived no 
imall pleafure from feeing fldlfid workmen handle 
their tools ; and it has proved of confiderable 
benefit, to have acquired thereby fufficient know- 
ledge to be able to make little things for myfi^lf^ 
when I have had no mechanic at hand» and to 
conftrud fmall machines for my experiments^ 
while the idea I have conceived has been frefh. 
and ftrongly impreffed on my imagination. 

My father at length decided that I fliould be a 
cutler, and I was placed for fome days upon trial 
with my coufin Samuel, fon of my uncle Benja- 
min, who had learned this trade in London, and 
had eftabliflied himfelf at Bofton. But the pre- 
jmium he required for my apprenticelhip difplea- 
fing my father, I was recalled home. 
^ From my earlieft years I had been pafElonately 
fond of reading, and I laid out in books all the 
little money I could procure* I was particularly 
pleafcd with accounts of voyages. My firft ac- 
quifition was Bunyan^s coUe&ion in fmall fepa- 
rate volumes. Thefe I afterwards fold in order ca 
buy an hiftorical coUedion by R. Burton, which 
confifted of fmall cheap volumes, amounting in 
all to about forty or fifty. My father*s litde li- 
brary was principally made up of books of prac- 
tical and polemical theology. I read the greateft 
part of them. I have fincc often regretted, that 
at a time when I had fo great a thirft for know- 
ledge, more eligible books had not fallen into my 
hands, as it was then a point decided that I fhould 
not be educated for the church. There was alfo 
among my father's books Plutarch's Lives, in 
which I read continually, and I ftill regard a» 
advantageoufly employed the time I devoted to 

thettu 
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l^m# I foimd bcfidcs a work o£ De Foe's, eur 
titled, an Eflay on ProjeAs, from which, per^ 
hap$9 I derived impreiHons that have fiiice iiiflu«> 
enced fame of the principal events of my life. > 

My inclination for books at lad determineti 
my father to make me a printer, though he h^ 
already a fon in that profeiTion. My brother 
had returned from England in 1 7 1 7, with a prefs 
and types, in order to eftabliih a printing-houi^:^ 
at Bofion. This buiineik plealed me much bet- 
ter than that of my father, though I had fliil z 
prediledion for the fea. To prevent thceScEt^ 
which might refult from this inclination, ,my fa- 
ther was impatient to fee me engaged with my 
brother. I held back for fome time ; at lengui 
however I fufFered myfelf to be perfuaded, and 
figned my indentures^ being then only twelve 
years of 2gc. It was agreed that I ihould ferve 
as apprentice to the age of twenty-one, and 
fhould receive journeyman's wages only during 
the laft year. 

^ In a very fhort time I made great proficiency 
in this buifinefs, and became very ferviceable to 
my brother. I had now an opportunity of pro- 
curing better books. The acquaintance I necefla- 
rily formed with bookfellers^ apprentices, ena- 
oled me to borrow a volume now and then, 
which I never failed to return pundually and 
without injury. How eften has it happened to 
me to pafs the greater part of the night in read- 
ing by my bed-fide, when the book had been 
lent me in the evening, and was to be returned 
the next morning, left it might be miflcd or 
wanted I 

At length, Mr. Matthew Adams, an ingeni- 
ous ti'adefman, who had a handfome coUeftion 
of books, and who frequented our printing-houfe, 
took notice of^ me. He invited me to fee his li- 
brary^ 
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brary, and had the goodnefs to lend me any 
books I was defirous of reading. I then took a 
ftrange fancy for poetry, and'compofed feveral lit- 
tle pieces. My brother, thinking he might find hi^ 
account in it, encouraged me, and en^ged me 
to write two ballads. One, called Ae Lijght- 
houfe Tragedy, contained an account of the mip-. 
wreck of captain Worthilake and his two daugh- 
ters ; the other was a failor's forig on the capture 
of the noted pirate called Teach^ or Black-beard. 
They were wretched verfes in point of ftyle, 
mere blind-men's ditties. When printed, he dif- 
patched me about the town to fell them* Th^ 
firft had a prodigious run, becaufe the event wai 
recent, and had made a great noife. 

My vanity was flattered by this fuccefs j but 
my father checked my exultation, by ridiculing 
my produftions, and telling me that verfifiers 
were always poor. I thus efcaped the misfortune' 
of being, probably, a very wretched poet. But 
as the faculty of writing profe has been of great 
fervice to me in the courfc of my life, and prin- 
cipally contributed to my advancen[ient, I ihall 
relate by what means, fituated as I was, I acqui-' 
red the fmali (kill I may poffefs in that way. 

There was in the town another young maiiV 
a great lover of books, of the name of John Col- 
lins, with whom I was intimately connected. 
We frequently engaged in difpute, and were in- 
deed fond of argumentation, that nothing was 
fo agreeable to us as a war of words. This con- 
tentious temper, I would obferve ty the by, is 
in danger of becoming a very bad habit, and fre- 
quently renders a man's company infupportable, 
as being no otherwife capable of indulgence than 
by indifcriminate contradiction. Independently 
©f the acrimony and difcord it introduces into 
conv^pfation, it is often produftive of diflike, 

and 



■^■^"■^^"^ - . 



Dr. t'RANKLlN. 17 

afid evep hatred, between perfons to whom fnetid- 
fhip is indifpenfably neceffary. I acquired it by 
reading, while I lived with my father, books of 
religious controrerfy. I have fince remarked, 
that men of fenfe feldom fall into this error ; 
lawyers, fellows of univerfiticsj and perfons of 
every profeffion educated at Edinburgh, excep- 
ted. 

Collins and I fell one day into an argument 
relative to the education of women j namely, 
whether it were proper to inftru6t them in the 
fciences, and whether they were competent to 
the ftudy. Collins fupported the negative, and 
affirmed that the talk was beyond their capacity. 
I maintained the oppofite opinion, a little per- 
haps for the pleafure of difputing. He was na- 
turally more eloquent than I ; words flowed co- 
pioufly from his lips ; and frequently I thought 
myfelf vanquiflied, more by his volubility than 
by the force of his arguments. We feparated 
without coming to an agreement upon this point j 
and as we were not to fee each other again for 
fome time, I committed my thoughts to paper, 
made a fair copy, and fent it him. He anfwer- 
cd, and I replied. Three or four letters had been 
written by each, when my father chanced to 
light upon my papers and read them. Without 
entering into the merits of the caufe, he embra- 
ced the opportunity of fpeaking to me upon my 
manner of writing. He obferved, that though I 
had the advantage of my adverfary in correft 
fpelling and pointing, which I owed to my oc- 
cupation, I was greatly his inferior in elegance 
of expreffion, in arrangement, and perfpicuity. 
Of this^ he convinced me by feveral examples* 
I felt the juftice of his remarks, became more 
attentive to language, and refolved to make eve- 
ry effort to improve my ftyle. Amidft thefe 

C refolves 
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refolves an odd volume of the Spe^httor fell int<r 
my hands. This was a publication I had never 
feen. I bought the volume, and read it again 
and again. I was enchanted with it, thought 
the ftyle excellent, and wifhed it were in my 
power to imitate it. With this view I feledled 
fome of the papers, made Ihort fummaries o£ 
the fenfe of each period, and put them for a few 
days afide. I then, without looking at the book, 
endeavoured to reftore the effays to their true 
form, and to exprels each thought at length, as 
it was in the original, employing the moft ap- 
propriate words that occurred to my mind. I 
afterwards compared my Spectator with the ori- 
ginal ; I perceived fome faults, which I correft- 
ed : but I found that I wanted a fund of words, 
if I may fo exprefs myfelf, and a facility of recol- 
lefting and employing them, which I thought I 
fhould by that time have acquired, had I conti- 
nued to make verfes. The continual need of 
words of the fame meaning, but of different 
lengths for the meafure, or of different founds 
for the rhyme, would have obliged me to feek 
for a variety of fynonymes, and have rendered 
me matter of them. From this belief, I took 
fome c5f the tales of the Spectator and turned 
them into verfe ; and after a time, when I had 
fufficiently forgotten them, I again converted, 
them into profe. 

Sometimes alfo I mingled all my fummaries^ 
together ; and a few weeks after, endeavoured 
to arrange them in the beft order, before I at- 
tempted to form the periods and complete thet 
effays. This I did with a view of acquiring me- 
thod in the arrangement of my thoughts. On 
comparing afteinvards my performance with the 
original, many faults were apparent, which I cor- 
rected j but I had fometimes the fatisfaiflion to 

think. 
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think, that, in certain particulars of little impor- 
tance, I had been fortunate enough to improve 
the order of thought or the ftyle : and this en- 
couraged me to hope that I fhould fucceed, ia 
time, in writing decently in the Englifti language, 
which was one of the great objefts of my ambi* 
tion. 

The time which I devoted to thefe exercifcs, 
ind to reading, was the evening after my day's 
labour was finiihed, the morning before it began, 
and Sundays when I could efcape attending di- 
vine fervice. While I lived with my father, he 
had infifted on my punctual attendance on pub- 
lic worfhip, and I ftill indeed cgnfidered it as a 
duty ; but a duty which I thought I had no time 
to praftife. 

When about fixteen years of age, a work of 
Tryon fell into my hands, in which he recom- 
mends vegetable diet. 1 determined to obferve 
it My brother,, being a batchelor, did not keep 
houfe, but boarded with his apprentices in a 
Neighbouring family. My refiifing to eat animal 
food was found inconvenient, and I was often 
fcolded for my Angularity. I attended to the 
mode in which Tryon prepared fome of his difh- 
es, particularly how to boil potatoes and rice, 
Ind make hafty puddings. I then faid to my 
brother, that if he would allow me per week 
half what he paid for my board, I would under- 
take to maintain myfelf. The offer wais inff ant- 
iy embraced, and I foon found that of what he 
g^ve me I was able to fave half. . This was a 
Hew fund for the purchafe of books ; and other 
advantages refulted to me from the plan. When 
my brother and his workmen left the printings 
noufe to go to dinner, 1 remained behind ; and 
difpatching my frugal meal, which frequendy 
cotififted of a bifcuit only, or a flice of bread and 
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a bunch of raiiSnsy or a bun from the paftryco6k*i?>- 
with a glafs of water, I had the reft of the time, 
till their return, for ftudy ; and my progrefe 
therein was proportioned to that clearnefs of. 
ideas, and quicknefs of conception, which are the 
fruit of temperance in eating and drinking. 

It was about this period that, having one day 
been put to the blufti for my ignorance in the 
art of calculation, which I had twice failed to 
learn while at fchool, I took Cocker's Tr^atife of 
Arithmetic, and went through it by myfclf with 
the utmoft eafe. I alfo read a book of Navigation 
by Seller and Sturmy, and made myfelf maftcr 
of the little geometry it contains, but I never 
proceeded far in this fcience. Nearly at the 
fame time I read Locke on the Human Under- 
ftanding, and the Art of Thinking by Meflrs. 
du Port Royal. 

While labouring to form and improve my ftyle, 
r met with an Englifh Grammar, which I believe 
was Greenwood'Sy having at the end of it two 
little effays on rhetoric and logic. In the latter 
r found a model of difputation after the manner 
of Socrates. Shortly after I procured Xenophon's 
work, entitled, Memorable Things of Socrates^ 
in which are various examples of the fame me- 
thod. Charmed to a degree of enthufiafm with 
this mode of difputing; I adopted it,, and renoun- 
cing blunt contradiction, and direft and pofitive 
argument, I aflumed the chara6ber of a humble 
qucftioner. The perufal of Shaftfbury and Col- 
lins had made me a fceptic ; and being previoufly 
fo as to many doArines of Chriftianity, I found 
Socrates's method to be both the fafeft for my- 
felf, as well' as the moft cmbarraffing to thofe a- 
gainft whom t employed it. It foon afforded me 
lingular pleafure; I inceflantly pracHfedit; and 
became very adroit in obtaining, even from per- 
fbns of fuperior underftanding, conceffions of 

which- 
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which they did not forefee the confequenccs. 
Thus I involved them iii difficulties from which 
they were unable to extricate themfelves, and 
fomctimes obtained victories, which neither my 
caufe nor my arguments merited. 

This method I continued to employ for fome 
years ; but I afterwards abandoned it -by degrees, 
retaining only the habit of expreffing myfelf 
with modeft diffidence, and never malSng ufe, 
when I advanced any propofiiion which might 
be controverted, of the words certainly^ undoubt- 
edly , or any others that might giv-e the appear- 
ance of being obftinately attached to my opinion. 
I rather faid, I imagine, I fuppofe, or it appears to 
me, that fuch a thing is fo or fo, for fuch and fuch 
reafons ; or it is fo, if I am not miftake^. Ihis 
habit has, I tliink, been of confiderable advan- 
tage to me, when I have had occafion to imprefs 
my opinion on the minds of others, and perfuade 
them to the adoption of the meafures I have fug- 
gefted. And fince the chief e|i4s df cpnverfation 
arc, to inform or to be informed, to pleafe or to 
perfuade, I could wifli that intelligent and well- 
mining men would riot themfelves diminifh the 
power they poffcfs of being ufeful, by a pofitive 
and prefumptuous manner of expreffing them.- 
felves, which fcarcely ever fails to difguft the 
hearer, and is qnly calculated to ex;cite oj^pofiti- 
on, and defeat-every purpofe for (vvhich the fa- 
culty of fpeech has been beftowed upon man. 
In iliort, if you wifh to inform, a pofitive and 
dogmatical manner of advancing your opinion 
may provoke contradiftion, and prevent your 
being heard with attention. On the other hand,^ if 
with a delire of being informed, an<l of benefiting 
by the knowledge of others, you exprefs yourfelt 
^s being ftrongly attached to your own opinions, 

modeft 
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modeft and fenfible men, who do not love dis- 
putation, will leave you in tranquil poffeflion of 
your errors. By following fuch a method, you 
can rarely hope to pleafe your auditors, concili- 
ate their good-will, or work convidtion on thofe 
whom you may be defirous of gaining over to 
your views. Pope judicioufly obferyes. 

Men mud be taught as if you taught them not, 
And things unknown pi'opos'd as things forgot. 

And in the fame poem he afterwards advifcs us. 

To fpeak, though rure» with feeming diffidence. 

He might have added to thefe lines, one that he 
has coupled elfewhere, in my opinion, with lefs 
propriety. It is this : 

For want of decency is want of fenfe. 

If you ajk why I fay with kfs propriety y I muft 
give you the two lines together: ' 

Immodeft words admit of «o defence^ 
For want of decency is want of fenfe. 

Now want of fenfe, when a man has the misfor- 
tune to be fo circumftanced, is it not a kind of 
iexcufe for want of modefty ? And would not the 
yerfes have been more accurate, if they had beea 
conftruclcd thus : 

Immodeft words admit hut this defence^ 
That want of decency is want of fenfe. 

But I leave the decifion of this to better judges 
than myfelf* 

In r72o, or 1721, my brother began to print 
a new public paper. It was the fecond that made 
its appearance in America, and was entitled the 
New-England Cour ant. The only one that exift- 
ed before was the Bojlon News Letter. Some of 
his friends, I remember, would have diffuaded 
' him 
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him from this undertaking, as a thing that was 
not likely to fucceed ; a fingle newfpaper being, 
in their Qpinion, fufficient for all America. At 
prefent, however, in 1771, there are no lefs than 
twenty-five. But he carried his projed into ex- 
ecution, and I was employed in diftributing the 
copies to his cuftomers, after having aflifted in 
t:ompofing and working them off. 

Among his friends he had a number of litera- 
ry charaoiers, who, as an amufement, wrote 
:?i ihort effays for the paper, which gave it reputa- 
^ tion and increafed its fale. Thefe gendemen 
frequently came to our houfe. I heard the con- 
versation that paffed, and the accounts they gave 
of the favourable reception of their writings with 
the public. I was tempted to try ray hand a- 
mong them ; but, being ftill a child as it were, 
I was fearful that my brother might be unwilling 
to print in his paper any performance of which 
he fliould know me to be the author. I there- 
fore contJ ived to difguife my hand, and having 
written an anonymous piece, I placed it at night 
under the door of the printing-houfe, where it 
was found the next morning. My brother com- 
municated it to his friends, when they came as 
ufual to ice him, who read it, commented up- 
on it within my hearing, and 1 had the exquifite 
pleafuie to find that it met with their approba- 
tion, and that, in the various conjedures they 
ma^ie refpefting the author, no one was menti- 
oned who did not enjoy a high reputation in the 
country for talents and genius. I now fuppofed 
.myfdf fortunate in my judges, and began to fuC- 
pedthat they were not fuch excellent writers as 
I hjd hitherto fuppofed them. Be tha.t as it may, 
encpuraged by this little adventure, I wrote and 
feit to the prefs, in the fame way, many otlver 
pices, which ^yerc equally approved ; keeping 
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the fecrct till my flender ftock of information 
and knowledge for fuch performances was pretty 
completely exhaufted, when 1 made myfelf 
known. 

My brother, upon this difcovery, began to en- 
tcrtaip a little more refpeft for me ; but he ftill 
regarded himfelf as my mailer, and treated mc 
like an apprentice. He thought himfelf entitled 
to the fanie fervices from me as from any other 
perfon. On the contrary, I conceived that, in 
many inftarices, he was too rigorous, and that, 
on the part oi a brother, I had a right to expc<?t 
indulgence. Our difputes were frequently 
brought before my father ; and either my brother 
was generally in the wrong, or I was the better 
pleader of the two, for judgment was common- 
ly given in my favour. But my brother was 
paffionate, and often had rccoune to blows ; a 
circumftance which I took in veiy ill part. This 
fevere and tyrannical treatment contributed, I be- 
lieve, to imprint on my mind that averfion to 
arbitrary power, which during my whole life I 
have ever preferved. My apprenticefliip became 
infupportable to me, and I continually fighcd 
for an opportunity of fliortening it, which at 
length unexpectedly offered. 

An article infertcd in our paper, upon fome 
political fubjcd which I have now forgoiten, 
gave offence to the Affembly. My brother vas 
taken into cuflody, cenfured, and ordered imo 
confinement for a month, becaufe, as I prefume. 
he would not difcover the author. I was alfo 
taken up, and examined before the council ; lut, 
though I gave them no fatisfaftion, they on- 
tented themfelves with reprimanding, and tlcn 
difmified me; conlidcring me probably as bouid, 
in quality of apprentice, to keep my mafte's 
fecrets. 

Tie 
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The imprifpnment of my brother kindled my 
refentment, notwithftanding our private quar- 
rels. During its continuance the management of 
the paper was .entrufted to me, and I was bold 
enough to infert fome pafquinades againft the 
governors ; which highly pleafed my brother, 
while others began to look upon me in an unfa- 
vourable point of view, confidering me as ^ 
young wit inclined to fatire and lampoon. 

My brother's enlargement was accompanied 
with an arbitrary order from the houfe of allem- 
bly, *' That James Frai>klin fliould no longer 
*' print the newfpaper entitled the New-England 
" CouraniJ^ In this conjundure, we held a con- 
fultation of our friends at the printing-houfe, in 
order to determine what was proper to be done. 
Some propofed to evade the order, by changing 
the title of the paper : but my brother forefeeing 
inconveniences that would refult from this flop, 
thought it better that it fliould in future be print- 
ed in the name of Benjamin Franklin ; and to 
avoid the cenfure of the affembly, who might 
charge him with ftill printing the paper himfelf, 
under the name of his apprentice, it was refolved 
that my old indentures fliould be given up to me, 
with a full and entire djfcharge written on the 
back, in order to be produced upon an emer- 
gency; but that, to fecure to my brother the 
benefit of my fervice, I fliould fign a new con- 
traft, which fliould be kept fecret during the 
remainder of the term. This was a very fliallow 
arrangement. It was, however, carried into im- 
mediate execution, and the paper continued, in 
confequence, to make its appearance for fome 
months in my name. At length a new differ- 
ence arifing between my brother and me, I ven- 
tured to take advantage of my liberty, prefum- 
ing that he would not dare to produce the new 

con trad. 
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contracl. It was undoubtedly difhonourable t© 
avail myfelf of this circuraftance, and I reckon 
this aftion as one of the firft errors of my life ; 
but I was little capable of eftimating it at its true 
value, embittered as my mind had been by the 
recollection of tlie blows I had received. Exclu- 
iively of his paffionate treatment of me, my 
brother was by no means a man of an ill temper, 
and perhaps my manners had too much of im- 
pertinence not to afford it a very natural pretext. 
When he knew that it w^s my determination 
to quit him, he wifhed tp prevent my finding 
employment elfewhere. He went to all the print- 
jng-houfes in the town, and prejudiced the maf- 
ters againft me ; who accordingly refufed to em- 
Jploy me. The idea then fuggefted itfelf to me 
■of going to New- York, the neareft town in 
which there was a printing-office. Farther re- 
fledion confirmed me in the defign of leaving 
Boflon, where I had already rendered myfelf an 
object: of fufpicion to the governing party. It 
was probable, from the arbitrary proceedings of 
the Aflembly in the affair of my bi'other, that, by 
remaining, I fliould foon have been expofed to 
difiiculties, which I had the greater reafon to ap- 
prehend, as, from my indifcreet difputes upon 
the fubjeft of religion, I began to be regarded, 
by pious fouk, with horror, either as an apoflate 
or an atheifl. I came therefore to a refolution ; 
but my father, in this inftance, fiding with my 
l^rothei', I prefumed that if I attempted to depart 
openly, meafures would be taken to prevent me. 
My friend Collins undertook to favour my flight. 
He agreed for my pafTage with the captain of a 
!New-York Hoop, to whom he reprefented me as 
z young man of his acquaintance, who had had 
an aflFair with a girl of bad charafter, whofe pa- 
rents wiflied to compel me to marry her, and 
' that 
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that of confequence I could neither make my ap- 
pearance nor go off publicly. 1 fold part of my 
books to procure a fmall fum of money, and 
;went privately on board the floop. By favour 
jol a good wind, I found myfelf in three days at 
New- York, nearly three hundred miles from my 
home, at the age only of feventeen years, with* 
out knowing an individual in the place, and witli 
very little money in my pocket. 

The inclination I had felt for a fea-faring life 
was entirely fubfided, or 1 Ihould now have been 
able to gratify it ; but having another trade, and 
believing myfelf to be a tolerable workman, I 
hefitated not to offer my fervices to the old Mr. 
William Bradford, who had been the firft printer 
in Pennfylvania, but had quitted that province 
on account of a quarrel with George Keith, the 
governor. He could not give me employment 
himfelf, having little to do, and already as many 
perfons as he wanted ; but he told me that his 
fon, printer at Philadelphia, had lately loft liis 
principal workman, Aquila Rofe, who was dead, 
and that if I would go thither, he believed that 
he would engage me. Philadelphia was a hund- 
red miles farther. I hefitated not to embark in a 
boat in order to repair, by the fliorteft cut of the 
fea, to Amboy, leaving my trunk and effefts to 
come after me by the ufual, and more tedious 
conveyance. In crofling the bay we met with a 
ifquall, which Shattered to pieces our rotten fails^ 
prevented us from entering the Kill, and thrcM?" 
us upon Long Ifland. 

During the fquall a drunken Dutchman, w^ho 
like myfelf was a paffenger in the boat, fell into 
the fea. At the moment that he was finking, I 
feized him by the fore-top, faved him, and drew 
him on board. This immerfion fobered him a 
Jiittlc, fo that he fell afleep, after having taken 

from 
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from his pocket a volume, wliich he rcqueftecl 
me to dry. This volume I found to be my old 
favourite work, Bunyan^s Voyages, in Dutch, a 
beautiful impreffion on fine paper, with copper- 
plate engravings ; a drefs in which 1 had never 
fcen it in its original language. I have fince 
learned that it has been tranflated into almoft ail 
the languages of Europe, and next to the Bible, 
I am perfuaded, it is one of the books which has 
had the greateft fpread. Honeft John is the firft, 
that I know of, who has mixed narrative and 
dialogue together; a mode of w;riting very en- 
gaging to the reader, who, in the moft intereft- 
ing paflages, finds himfelf admitted as it were 
into the company, and prefent at the converfa- 
tion. De Foe has imitated it with fuccefs in his 
Robinfon Crufoe, his Moll Flanders, and other 
^vorks ; as alfo has Richardfon in his Pamela, kc.y 

In approaching the ifland, we found that we 
had made a part of the coaft where it was not 
poffible to land, on account of the -ftrong breakers 
produced by the rocky fliore. We caft anchor 
and veered the cable towards the fliore. Some 
men, who flood upon the brink, hallooed to us, 
while we did the fame on our part ; but the wind 
was fo high, and the waves fo noify, that we 
could neither of us hear each other. There were 
fome canoes upon the bank, and we called out 
to them, and made figns to prevail on them to 
come and take us up ; but cither they did not 
underftand us, or they deemed our requeft im- 
practicable, and withdrew. Night came on, and 
nothing remained for us but to wait quietly the 
fubfiding of the wind ; till when we determined, 
that is, the pilot and I, to fleep if poflible. For 
that purpofe we went below the hatches along 
with the Dutchman, who was drenched with 
water. The fi:a broke over the boat, and reached 

us 
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lis in our retreat, fo that we were prefently as 
completely drenched as he. 

We had very little repofe during the whole 
night : but the wind abating the next day, we 
fucceeded in reaching Amboy before it was darky 
after having paffed thirty hours without provi- 
fions, and with no other drink than a bottle o£ 
bad rum, the water upon which we rowed being 
lalt. In the evening I went to bed with a very 
violent fever. I had fomewhere read that cold 
water, drank plentifully, was a remedy in fuch 
cafes. I followed the prefcription, was in a pro- 
fufe fweat for the greater part of the night, and 
the fever left me. The next day I crofled the ri- 
ver in a ferry-boat, and continued my journey oa 
foot. I had fifty miles to walk, in order to reach 
Burlington, where I was told I fhould find paf- 
fage-boats that would convey me to Philadelphia. 
It rained hard the whole day, fo that I was wet 
to the Ikin. Finding myfelf fatigued about noon,. 
Iftopped at a paltry inn, where I paffed the reft of 
the day and the whole night, beginning to re- 
gret that 1 had quitted my home. I made befide^ 
lo wretched a figure, that I was fufpefted to be 
fome runaway fervant. This I difcoverecl by the 
quettions that were alked me y and I felt that I 
was every moment in danger of being taken up. 
as fuch. The next day, however, I continued 
my journey, and arrived in the evening at an 
inn, eight or ten miles from Burlington, that 
was kept by one Dr. Brown. 

This man entered into converfation with mc 
while 1 took fome rcfrcfliment, and perceiving 
that I had read a little, he expreffed towards me 
GOnfiderable intercft and friendfliip. Our ac- 
quaintance continued during the remainder of 
his life. I believe him to have been what is 
called an itinerant do<2:or^ for there was no 
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enquired where he had bought it, and tvcfrt 
ftraight to the baker's fhop which he pointed out 
to me. I alked for fome bifctiits, expecting to 
find fuch as we had at Bofton ; but they made, 
it feems, none of that fort at Philadelphia. I 
then alked for a three penny loaf. They made 
no loaves of that price. Finding my felf ignorant 
of the prices, as well as of the difierent kinds of 
bread, 1 defired him to let me have three penny- 
w^orth of bread of fome kind or other. He gave 
me three large rolls. I was furprized at receiv- 
ing fo much : I took them, however, and hav- 
ing no room in my pockets, I walked on with a 
roll under each arm, eating the third. In this 
manner I went through Market-ftrcet to Fourth- 
ftreet, and paffcd the houfe of Mr. Read, the fa- 
ther of my future wife. She was Handing at the 
door, obferved me, and thought, with reafon, 
that I made a very lingular and grotefque appear- 
ance. 

I then turned the corner, and went through 
Chefnut-ftreet, eating my roll all the way ; and 
having made this round, I found myfelf again 
on Markct-ftreet wharf, near the boat in which 
1 had arrived. I ftepped into it to take a draught 
of the river water ; and finding myfelf fatisfied 
with my firft roll, I gave the other two to a wo- 
man and her child, who had come down the ri- 
ver with us in the boat, and was waiting to con- 
tinue her journey. 1 hus refrefhed, I regained 
the ftreet, which was now full of well dreffed 
people, all going the fame way. I joined them, 
and was thus led to a large Quaker's meeting- 
houfe near the Market-place. 1 fat down with 
the reft, and after looking round me for fome 
time, hearing nothing faid, and being drowfy 
from my laft night's labour and want of reft, I 
fell into a found fleep. In this ftate I continued 
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till the affembly difperfed, when one of the con- 
gregation had the goodnefs to wake me. Thi^ 
was confequently the firft houfe I entered or in 
which I flept at Philadelphia. 

I began again to walk along the ftreet by the 
river fide ; and looking attentively in tfie face of 
every one I met, I at length perceived a young 
quaker whofe countenance pleafed me. I accoft- 
ed him, and begged him to inform me where a 
ftranger might nnd a lodging. We were then 
near t^e figri of the Ihree Mariners. They re- 
ceive travellers here, faid he, but it is not a houfe 
that bears a good charafter ; if you will go with 
me, I will fhew you a better one. He condud* 
ed mc to the Crooked! Billet, in Water-ftreet. 
iTiere I ordered fomething for dinner, and du- 
ring my meal a number of curious queftions were 
put to me ; my youth and appearance exciting , 
the fufpicion of my being a runaway. After 
dinner my drowfinefs returned, and I threw my- 
felf upon a bed without taking oflf my clothes, 
and flept till fix o'clock in the evening, when t 
' was called to fuppcr. I afterwards went to bed 
at a very early hour, andf (fid not awake till the 
next morning. 

As foon as f got up I put myfelf in as decent 
a trim as I could, and went to the houfe of An- 
drew Bradford the printer. I found his father 
in the fhop, whom I had f^en at New-York. 
Having travelled on horfeback, he had arrived 
at Philadelphia before me. He intf oduced me to 
hisfon, who receivedme witji civility, andgaveme 
fome breakfafi: ; but told me he had no occafion 
at prefent for a journeyman, having lately pro- 
cured one. He added, that there was another 
printer newly fettled in the town, of the name 
of Keimer, who might perhaps employ me ; and 
that in cafe of refufal, I flaould be welcome to 
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lodge at his houfe, and he would give me a lit*- 
tie work now and then, till fomething better 
ftiould offer. 

The old man offered to introduce me to the 
new printer. When we were at his houfe: 
*' Neighbour,'* faid he, " I bring you a young 
man in the printing bufinefe; perhaps you may 
have need of his fervices/* 

Keimer afked me fome queftions, put a compo- 
fing ftick in my hand to fee how I could work, 
and then faid, that at prefent he had nothing for 
me to do, but that he Ihould foon be able to em- 
ploy me. At the fame time taking old Bradford 
for an inhabitant of the town well-difpofed to- 
v.'urds him, he communicated his^ projeft to him, 
and the profpccl he had of fuccefs. Bradford 
was careful not to difcovcr that he was the father 
of tlic other printer; and from what Keimer had 
faid, that he hoped fliortly to be in poffeffibn of 
the greater part of the bufinefe of the town, led 
him by artful queftions, and by ftarting fome 
difficulties, to difclofe all his views, what his 
hopes were founded upon, and how he intended 
to proceed. I was prefent, and heard it all. I 
ihftanlly faw that oneof the two was a cunning old 
fox, and the other a perfect novice. Bradford 
left me with Keimer, who was ftrangely furpri- 
zed when I informed him who the old man was. 

I found Keimer's printing materials to confift 
of iin old damaged prefs, and afmall caft of worn- 
out EngliQi letters, with which he was himfelf at 
work upon an elegy on Aquila Rofe, whom I 
have mentioned above, an ingenious young man, 
and of an excellent charaftcr, highly efteemed in 
the town, fecretary to the affembly, and a very 
tolerable poet. Keimer alfo ipade verfes, but 
they were indifferent ones. He could not be faid 
ta write in verfe, for his method was to fct the 

lines 
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lirits asf they flowe^l from his mufe ; and as he 
worked •without copy, had but onefet of letter- 
cafes, and the elegy would probably occtipy all his 
type, it <vas impoffible for any one to aflift hiiii. 
1 endeavoured to put his prefs in order, which 
life^iad not yettifed, and of which indeed he un- 
dd-ftood* nothing: and having promifed to come 
atrd work off ms elegy as foon as it fliould be rea- 
dy, I rd:unred to the houfe of Bradford, who 
gave me fome trifle to do for the prefent, for 
^dirch I had my board and lodging. 

In a few days Keimer fent for me to print off 
his elegy. He had now procured another fet of 
letter-cafes, and had a pamphlet to reprint, upon 
'i/rhich he fet m^ to work. 

The two Philadelphia printers appeared defti- 
tute of every qualification neceffary in their pro- 
feffion. Bradford had not been brought up to 
it, and wasr very iliterate. Keimer, though he 
tmdeyftood a little of the bufinefs, was merely a 
Ct)mpofitor, aiid wholly incapable of working at 
the prefs.. He had been one of the French pro- 
phets, and knew how to imitate their fupernatu- 
ral agitations. At the time of our firft acquain- 
tance he profeffed no particular religion, but a 
little of all upon occafion. He was totally igno- 
rant of the world, and a great knave at heart, 
as I had afterwards an opportunity of experien- 
cing. 

Keimer could not endure that, working with 
him, I fhould lodge at Bradford's. He had in- 
deed a houfe, but it was unfurnifhed ; fo that 
he could not take me in. He procured me i 
lodging at Mr. Read's, his landlord, whom I 
have already mentioned. My trunk and effects 
being now arrived, I thought of making, in the 
eyes of Mifs Read, a more Vefpeftable appearance? 

D 2 than 
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than when chance exhibited me to her view, eat- 
ing my roll, and wandering in the ftrtets. 

ifrom this period I began to contra A acquain- 
tance, with fuch young people of the town as 
were fond of reading, and ipent my evenings 
with them agreeably^ while at the fame time I 
gained money by my induftry, and, thanks to 
my frugality, lived contented. I thus forgot 
Bofton as much as poffible, and wilhed every 
one to be ignorant of the place of my refidence^ 
except my friend Collins, to whom I wrote, and 
who kept my fecret. 

An incident However arrived, which fent me 
home much fooner than I had propofed. I had 
a brother-in-law, of the name of Robert Holmes> 
matter of a trading flobp from Bofton to Dela- 
>yare. Being at Newcaftle, forty miles below 
Philifdelphia, he herurd of mcj and wrote to in- 
fornr me of the chagrin which my fuddcn dp- 
partnre from Hofton had occafioned my parcpts; 
and* of the afFeclion which they fliU entertained 
for me, alluring me that, if I would retUEm ev?c- 
ry thing Ihould be adjufted to ipy fatisfacHbn ; 
and he was very preffing in his entreaties. I an- 
fwcrcd his letter, thanked him for his advice, 
imd explained the reafons which Had induced 
me to quit Bofton,. with fuch force and xlearnefs, 
that he was convinced I had' been Icfs to blamq 
than Be* had imagined. 

Sir William Keith, governor of the province, 
was at Newcaftle at the time. Captain Holmes, 
being by chance in his company when he receiv- 
ed my letter, took occafion to fpeak of me, aud 
fhewed it him. The governor read it,, and ap- 
peared furprized when he learned my age. He 
thought me, he faid, a young man of very pro- 
mifing talents, and that, of confcquence, I ought 
to be encouraged; th«^t there Were at Philaoer^ 

phia 
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•plua none but very ignorant printers, and that 
if I were to fet up for myfelf, ne had no doubt 
pf my fucccfs 5 that, for his own part, he would 
procure nic all the public bufinefs, ai^d wo.uld 
rendier me every other fervice in his power. My 
brother-in-law related all this ,to me afterwards 
at Bofton ; but I knew nothing of it at the time; 
when one day Keimer and I being at work to- 
gether -near the window, we faw the governor 
and another gentleman, colonel French of New- 
cattle, handfomely dreffed, crofs the ftreet, and 
»ake direcUy for our houfe. We heard them 
,at the door, and Keimer, believing it to be a vi* 
lit to himfelf, went immediately down : but the 
governor enquired for me, came up ftairs, and, 
with a coadefcerffion and politenefs to which I 
had not at .aflbeen accuftomed, paid me many 
compfiments, defircd to "be acquainted v/ith me, 
oliUgingly reproached me for not having made 
jmyfelf Known to him on my arrival in the town, 
ipid w;iflied me lo accompany him to a tavern, 
where he and colonel French were going to tafte 
fomc excellent Madeira wine. 

I w;as, I confcfs, fomewhat furprifed, and Kei- 
^mer appeared thundcrftrudk. 1 went however 
with tnef governor and the colonel to a tavern at 
t"he corner of lliird itieet, ^vherc, while we were 
drinking the Madeira, he propoled to me to efta- 
bliflx a printing-houfe. "He fee forth the proba- 
bilities of fucceis, andhimfelf and colonel French 
affured me tiat I fhould have .their protection 
and influence in obtaining the printing of the 
public papers of both governments : and as I ap. 
peared to doubt whetner my father would affift 
me. in this enterprize. Sir William faid that he 
woijld give me a letter to him, in which he would 
repi?efe.nt the advantages of the fcheme, in a 
light which he had no doubt would determine 
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him- It was thus concluded tliat I fliould re- 
turn to Bofton by the firft veffcl, with the letter 
of recommendation from the governor to my 
father. Meanwhile the project was to be kept 
fccret, and I continued to work for Keimer a3 
before. 

The governor fent every now and then to in- 
vite me to dine with him. I confidcrcd this as 
jjt very great honour ; and I was the more fenfi- 
ble or it, as he converfed with me in the moft 
:giffablc, familiar, and friendly manner imagina- 
ble. 

Towards the end of April 1724, a fmall veffel 
was ready to fail for Bofton. I took leave of 
Keimer, upon the pretext of going to fee my pa- 
rents. The governor gave me a long letter, iq 
which he faid many flattering things or me to my 
father ; and ftrongly recommended the projeft 
of my fettling at Philadelphia, as a thing which 
could not fail to make my fortune. 

Going down the bay we ftruck on a flat, and 
fprung a leak. ' The weather was very tempef- 
tuous, and we were obliged to pump without 
inter miflion ; I took my turn. We arrived 
however fafe and found at Bofton, after about a 
fortnight's paflage. 

I had been abfent feven complete months, and 
my relations, during that interval, had receive4 
no intelligence of me ; for my brother-in-law. 
Holmes, was not yet returned, and had not writ- 
ten about me. My unexpected appearance fur- 
prized the family ; but they were all delighted 
at feeing me again, and, except my brother, 
welcomed me home. I went to him at the print- 
ing-houfe. I was bettter drefled than 1 had ever 
been while in his fervice : I had a complete fuit 
of clothes, new and neat, a watch in my pocket, 
and my purfe was furniftied with nearly five 
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^pounds fterling in money. He gave me no ve- 
ry civil reception ; and having eyed me from 
head to foot, refurned his work. 

The workmen a&ed me with eagernefs where 
I had been, what fort of a comitry it was, and 
how I liked it. I fpoke in the higheft terms of 
Philadelphia, the happy life we led there, and 
expreffed my intention of going back again. One 
of themi alking what fort of money we had, I 
difplayed before them, a handful of filver, which 
:1 drew from my pocket. This was a cuiiofity 
to which they were not accuftomed, paper being 
the current money at Bofton, I failed not after 
this to let them fee my watch ; and at laft, my 
brother continuing (ullen and out of humour, I 
igave them a fliilling to drink, and took my leave. 
This vifk flung my brother to the foul ; for when, 
jhortly after, my mother fpoke to him of are- 
:Conciliation, and a defire to fee us upon good 
terms, he told her that I had fo infulted liirh be- 
?fore his men, that he would never forget or for- 
^ve it ; in this, however, he was miftaken. 

The governor's letter appeared to excite in my 
;father fome furprife ; but he faid little. After 
fome days, captain Holmes being returned, he 
Ihowed it him, afking him if he knew Keith, 
and what fort of a man he was : adding, that, 
in his opinion, it proved very little difcernment 
to think of fctting up a bay in bufinefs, who for 
three years to come would not be of an age to be 
cranked in the clafs of men. Holmes faid every 
thing he could in favour of the fcheme ; but my 
father firmly maintained its abfurdity, and at laft 
gaveapofitivc rcfufal. fie wrote, however, a ci- 
vil letter to Sir William, thanking him for the pro- 
tection he liud fo obligingly offered me, but rc- 
iufing to affift me for the prefent, becaufe he 
ithought me too young tq h^ entrufted with the 
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conduct of fo important an enterprife, and which 
would require fo confiderable a fum of money. 

My old comrade Collins, who was a clerk in 
the poft-office, charmed with the account I gave 
of my new refidence, expreffed a defire of going 
thither ; and while I waited my father's detei'- 
niination, he fct off before me, by land, for 
Rhode Ifland, leaving his booses, which formed 
a handfome collection in mathematic3 and natu- 
ral philofophy, to be conveyed with mine to New- 
York, where he purpofed to wait for me. 

My father, though he could not approve Sir 
William's proppfal, was yet pleafed that I had 
obtained fo advantageous a recommendation as 
that of a perfon of his rank, and that my induf- 
try and cecoyiomy had enabled me to equip my- 
felf fo handfomely in fo fhprt a period. Seeing no 
appearance of accommodating matters between my 
brother and me, he confepted to my return to 
Philadelphia^ advjfed m.e to be civil to every bo- 
dy, to endeavoui: to obtain genieral efteem, and 
avoid fatire and farcafflti, to which he thought I 
was too much inclined j adding, that, with per- 
feverance and prudent ceconoipy, I might, by 
the time I became of age, fave enough to eflablifh 
myfelf in buGnefs ; and that if a fmall fum Ihould 
then be wanting, hp A^^^ould unflertake to fupply 
it* 

This was all I could obtain from hipi, except 
fome trifling prefents, in token of friendfbip from 
him and my mother. I embarked once more 
for New-York, furnifhed at this time with their 
approbation and blefling. The floop haying 
touched at Newport in Rhode Ifland, I paid a 
vifit to my brother John, who had for fome years 
been fettled there, and was married. He had 
always been attached to me, ^nd he received me 
yith great affedion, Qne of his friends, whofe 
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napie was Vernon, having a debt of about thirty- 
fix pounds due to him in Penfylvania, begged 
me to receive it for him, and to keep the money 
till I Ihould hear from : accordingly he gave me 
an order for that purpofe. This affeiroccafioned 
me, in the fequel, much uneafinefs. 

At Newport we took on board a number of 
paffcngers ; among whom were* two young wo- 
men, and a grave and fenfible quaker lady with 
her fervants. I had fliown an obliging forward- 
nefs in rendering the quaker fome trifling fcrvi- 
ces, which led her, probably, to feel an intereft 
in my welfare ; for when (he faw a familiarity 
take place, and every day increafe, between the 
two young women and me, fhe took me afidc 
and faid: " Young man, I am in pain for thee< 
Thou haft no parent to watch oveir thy conduft, 
and thou fcemeft to be ignorant of the world, 
and the fnares to which yoyth is expofed. Rely 
upon what I tell thee : thofc are women of bad 
charafters ; I perceive it in all their actions. If 
thou doft not take care, they will lead thee into 
danger. They are ftrangers to thee, and I advifc 
thee, by the friendly intereft I take in thy pre- 
fervation, to form no conneftion with them.*' 
As I appeared at firft not to think quite fo ill of 
them as Ihe did, (he related many things Ihe had 
feen and heard, which had efcaped my attention, 
but which convinced me that flie was in the right, 
I thanked her for her obliging awivi$:e, 2^nd pro^ 
mifed to follow it. 

When we arrived at New-York, they inform- 
ed me where they lodged, and invited me to 
come and fee them. I did not however go, and 
it was well I did not ; for the next day, the cap- 
tain, milling a filver fpoon and {bntie other things 
which had been taken from the cabin, and know- 
ing thefe wouien to be proftitutesi procured a 
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under no apprchcnfions for his life. Before he 
could turn himfelf, wc were able, by a few ftrokes 
of our oars, to place ourfelves out of his reach ; 
and whenever 'he touclied the boat, we aiked him 
if 'he would row, ftriking his hands at the fame 
time with the oars to make him let go his hold. 
He was nearly fiiffocated with rage, but obfti- 
nately refufed making any promife to row. Per- 
•cciving at length that his ftrength began to be ex- 
hauftcd, we took him into the boat, and convey- 
ed him home in the evening completely drench- 
ed. The utmoft coldnefs fubfifted between us 
after this adventure. At laft the captain of a 
Weft -India fhip, wlio was commiffioned to pro- 
cure a tutor for the children of a gentleman at 
Barbadocs, meeting with Collins offered him the 
place. He accepted it, aud took his leave of me, 
promifing to difchargc the debt he owed me with 
the firft money he fiiould receive j but I have 
heard notliing of him fince. 

The violation of the truft repofcd in me by 
Vernon, was one of the firft great eiTors of my 
life ; and it proves that my father was not mifta- 
ken when he fuppofed me too young to be in- 
trufted with the management of important afiairs. 
But Sir William, upon reading his letter, thought 
him too prudent. There was a difference, he 
faid, between individuals : years of maturity 
were not always accompanied with difcrction, 
neither v/as yotith in every inftance devoid of it. 
Since your father, added he, will not fet you up 
in bufinefs, I ^vill do it myfelf. Make out a lilt 
oiF what will be wanted from England, and I will 
fend for the articles. You fhall repay me when 
you can. I am determined to have a good prin- 
ter here, and I am fure you will fucceed. This 
was faid with fo much feeming cordiality, that 
I fufpeclcd not for an inftant the fincerity of the 
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offer, rhad hitherto kept the project, with 
which Sir William had infpired me, of fettling; 
in bufinefs, a fecret at Philadelphia, and I ftill 
continued to do fo. Had my reliance on the 
governor been known, fomc^ friend, better ac- 
quainted with his charafter than myfelf, would 
doubtlefs have advifed me not ta truft lum ; for 
I afterwards learned that he was univerfally 
known to be liberal of promifes, which he had 
no intention to perform. But having never fo- 
licited him, how could I fuppofe his offers to Be 
deceitful ? On the contrary, I believed him to be 
the beft man in the world. 

I gave him an inventory of a fmall printing- 
office; the expence of which I had calculated at 
about a hundred pounds fterling. He expreffed 
his approbation ; but aiked, if my prefence in 
England, that I might choofe the characters my- 
felf, and fee that eveiy article was good in its 
kind, would not be an advantage ? You will alio 
be able, faid he, to form fome acquaintance there, 
and eftablilh a correfpondencc with ftationers and 
bookfellers. This I acknowledged was dcfirable. 
That being the cafe, added he, hold yourfelf in 
readinefs to go with the Annis. This was the 
annual veffel, and the only one, at that time, 
which made regular voyages between the ports 
of London and Philadelphia. But the Annis was 
not to fail for fome months. I therefore conti- 
nued to work with Keimer, unhappy rcfpefting 
the fum which Collins had drawn from mc, and 
almoft in continual agony at the thoughts of Ver- 
non, who fortunately made no demand of his 
money till feveral years after. 

In the account of my firft voyage from Bofton 
to Philadelphia, I omitted I believe a trifling cir- 
cumftance, which will not perhaps be out of place 
here. During a calm which flopped us above 
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Block-Ifland, the crew employed themfelves in 
fifliing for cod, of which they caught a great num- 
ber. ' I had hitherto adhered to my refolution of 
not eating any thing that had poffeffed life ; and 
I confidered on this occafion, agreeably to the 
maxims of my maftcr Tryon, the capture of 
every fifli as a fort of murder, committed with- 
out provocation, fince thefe animals had neither 
done, nor were capable of doing, the fmalleft in- 
jury to any one that Ihould juftify the mcafure. 
This mode of reafoning 1 conceived to be unan- 
fwerable. Meanwhile I had formerly been ex- 
tremely fond of fifh ; and when one of thefe cod 
was taken out of the frying-pan, I thought its 
flavour delicious. 1 hefitatcd ibme time between 
piinciple and inclination, till at laft recoUcfting, 
that when the cod had been opened fome fmall 
fifti were found in its belly, I faid to myfelf, If 
you eat one another, I fee no reafon why we 
may not eat you, I accordingly dined on the 
cod with no fmall degree of pleafure, and have 
fince continued to eat like the reft of mankind, 
returning only occafionally to my vegetable plan. 
How convenient does it prove to be a rational anU 
maly that knows how to find or invent a plauli- 
ble pretext for whatever it has an inclination to 
dol 

I continued to live upon good terms with Kei- 
mer, who had not the fmalleft fufpicion of my 
projeftcd eftablifliment. He ftill retained a po:- 
tion of his former enthufiafm ; and being fond 
of argument, we frequently difputed together. 
I waslo muchinthe habit of ufingmy Socraticme- 
thod, and had fo frequently puzzled him by my 
queiHons, which appeared at firft very diftant 
from the point in debate, yet neverthelefs led to 
it by degrees, involving him in difficulties and 
contradidions from which he was unable to ex- 
tricate 
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tticate himfelf, that he became at laft ridiculoufly 
cautious, and would fcarcdy anfwer the raoft 
plain and familiar queftion without previoufly 
aiking me — What would you infer from that ? 
Hence he formed fo high an opinion of my ta- 
lents for refutation, that he fericufly propofed 
to me ta become his colleague in the eftablifti- 
ment of a new religious feft. He was to propa- 
gate the dodrine by preaching, and I to refute 
every opponent. 

When he explained to me his tenets, I found 
many abfurdities which I refufed to admit, un- 
lefs he would agree in turn to adopt fome of my 
opinions. Keimer wore his beard long, becaufe 
Mofes had fomewhere faid, Thaujhalt mi mar the 
corners oflhy beard* He likewife obferved the Sab- 
bath ; and thefe were with him two VC17 effentiai 
points. 1 difliked them both ; but I confehted to 
adopt them, provided he would agree to abftain 
from animal food. I doubt, faid he, whether my 
conftitution will be able to fupport it. I affured 
him, on the contrary, that he would find himfelf 
the better for it. He was naturally a glutton, and 
I wiflied to amufe myfelf by ftarving him. He 
confented to make trial of this regimen, if I 
would bear him company ; and in reality we con- 
tinued it for three months. A woman in the 
neighbourhood prepared and brought us our 
viftuals, to whom I gave a lift of forty difhes ; 
in the compofition of which there entered neither 
flefh nor fifti. This fancy was the more agreea- 
ble to me, as it turned to good account ; for the 
whole expence of our living did not exceed for 
each eighteen-pence a week. 

I have fince that period obfervetl feveral Lents- 
with the greateft ftiiclnefs, and have fuddenly 
returned again to my ordinary diet, without ex- 
periencing the fmalleft inconvenience ; which has 
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Ud me to regard as of no importance the advicie' 
commonly given, of introducing gradually fucb 
alterations of regimen. 

I continued it cheerfully; but poor Keimef 
fufFered terribly. Tired of the projcft, he figh- 
cd for the fleih-pots of Egypt At length he or- 
dered a roaft pig, and invited me and two of 
our female acquaintance to dine with him ; but 
the pig being ready a little too foon, he could 
not reiift the temptation, and eat it all up before 
we arrived^ 

During the circumftances I have related, I had 
paid fome attentions to Mifs Read, I entertained 
for her the utmoft efteem and afFeftion ; and I 
had reafon to believe that thefe fentiments were 
mutual. But we were both young, fcarcely 
more than eighteen years of age ; and as I was 
on the point ot undertaking a long voyage, her 
mother thought it prudent to prevent matters 
being carried too far for the prefent, judging 
that, if marriage was our objeft, there would be 
more propriety in it after my return, when, as 
at leaft I expeded^ I ihould be eflabliihed in my 
bufinefs. Perhaps alfo ihe thought that my ex- 
pectations were not fo well founded as I imagi- 
ned. 

My moft intimate acquaintance at this time 
were Charles Ofborne, Jofeph Watfon, and James 
Ralph ; young men who were all fond of read- 
ing. The two fir ft were clerks to Mr. Charles 
Brockdon, one of the principal attornies in the 
town, and the other clerk to a merchant. Wat- 
fon was an upright, pious* and fenfible young 
man : the others were fomewhat more loofe in 
their principles of religion, particularly Ralph, 
whole faith, as well as that of Collins, 1 had 
contributed to fhake ; each of whom made me 
fuffcr a very adequate punifliment. Ofborne was 
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jTenilble, and fincere and afle^iiionate in his £rlend« 
ihip6, but too much inclined to the critic in mat^ 
ters of literature^ Ralph ^as ingenious and 
fbvc^d^ gentedi in his addrefs, and extremely 
eloquent* I do not remember to have met wita 
a more agreeable fpeaker. They were both en- 
amoiued of the tnufcs, atid had already evinced 
their pafiion by fonoe fmall poetical {»:odu^idiis« 
it was a cui&om with us to take a charming 
walk on Sundays, iti the woods tliat border the 
Skuylkil. Here-we read together, and afterwards 
converfed on what we read. Ralph wasdifpofed 
to give himfelf up entirely to poetry. He flatter- 
ed nimfelf that he Ihould arri:^e at ^eat eminence 
in the art, and even acquire a fortune. The fub- 
limefl: poets, he pretended, when they firft be^au 
to write, committed as many faults as . himlelf. 
Qflborne endeavoured to dMuade him, by aflu- 
ring him that he had no genius for poetry, and 
advifed him to Itick to the trade in which he had 
been brought up. In the road of commerce, iaid 
he, you will be fur^^ by diligence and affiduity^ 
though you have no capital^ of fo far fucceeding 
as to be employed as a fa^or, and may thus, in 
time, acquire the means oi fettiag iSLp for yourr 
felf. i concurred in thefe fentiments, but at the 
fame time expreJ^cd my approbation of amuiing 
ourfclves fometimcs with poetry, with a view t& 
improve our fiyU. In confequence of this it was 
propofed, that, at our next meeting, each of us 
fliould bring a copy of verfes of his own compofi* 
tion« Our objed: in this competition was to be- 
nefit each other by our mutual remarks, criti- 
cifms, and confections $ and as &yh and expreffi- 
on were all we had in view^ we excluded every 
idea of invention, by agreeing that our talk 
fliould be a verfion or the eighteenth pfalm, in 
which is defcribed the defcent of the deity. 
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The time of our meeting drew near, when 
Ralph called upon me, and told me that his per- 
formance was ready. I informed him that I had 
been idle, and, not much liking the tafk, had 
done nothing. He fliowcd me his piece, and 
aiked what 1 thought of it. 1 expreffed myfelf 
in terms of warm approbation ; becaufe it really 
appeared to hare confiderable merit. He then 
faid : Ofborne will never acknowledge the fmalT- 
eft degree of excellence in any production of mine. 
Etivy alone dilates to him a thoufand animad- 
verfions. Of you he is not fojealous : I wilh 
therefore you would take the verles, and produce 
them as your own. I will pretend not to have 
had leifure to write any thing. We fliall then 
fee in what manner he will fpeak of them. I a- 
greed to tliis little artifice, and immediately tran- 
fcribed the verfcs to prevent all fufpicion. 

We met. Watfon's performance was the firft 
that was read. It had fome beauties, but many 
faults. We next read Ofborne's, which was 
much better. Ralph did it juftice, remarking a 
few imperfeftions, and applauding fuch parts as 
were excellent. He had himfelf nothing to (bow. 
It was now my turn. I made fome difficulty ; 
feemed as if I wifhed to be excufcd ; pretended 
that I had had no time to make correftions, &c# 
No excufe, however, was admiilible, and the piece 
muft be produced. It was read and re-read. 
Watfon and Ofborne immediately refigned the 
palm, and united in applauding it. Ralph alone 
made a few remarks, and propofed fome altera- 
tions ; but I defended my text. Ofborne agreed 
with me, and told Ralph that he was no more 
able to criticife than he was able to write. 

When Ofborne was alone with me, he exprefT- 
ed himfelf flill more flrongly in favour of what 
he confidered as my performance. He pretended 
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that he haii put fome rcftraint on "himfelf before, 
Jipprehenfive of my conftruing his commendation 
ilitd flattery. But who would have fuppofed, 
feid he, Franklin to be capable of fuch a compo- 
fttion ? What painting, what energy, what fird ! 
He has furpafled the original. In his common 
feoiiverfation he appears not to have a choice of 
'words ; he hefitates, and is at a lofs : and yct^ 
good God, how he writes ! 
.' At our next meeting Ralph difcovered the trick 
lure had played Oiborne ^ who was rallied without 
aaercy.^ 

By this adventure Ralph was fixed in his re- 
folution of becoming a poet. I left nothing un- 
attempted to divert him from his purpofe ; but 
he perfeveredj till at Jaft the reading of Pope • 
efFeded his cure : he became, however, a very 
tolerable profe writer; I fliall fpeak more of him 
ha^after ; but as I Ihall probably have no farther 
occafion to mention the other two,- I ought to 
obferve here, that Watfon died a few years after 
in my arms. He was greatly regretted; for he 
was the bell of our fociety. Gfborne went to 
the iflands, where he gained confiderable repu- 
tation as a barrifter, and was getting money ; 
but he died young. We had ferioufly engaged, 
that whoever died firftfliould return, if poffible, 
and pay a friendly vifit to the furvivor, to give 
him an account of the other world ; but he has 
never fulfilled his engagement. ^^ 

The governor appeared to be fond of my com- 
pany, and frequently invited me to his houfe. 
He always fpoke of his intention of fettling me 
in bufinefs, as a point that was decided. I was 

* Probably the Diinciad, where we find hlfti thus immor- 
talized by the author : 

Silence, ye wolves, while Ralph to Cynthia howls, 
And rtiakes night hideous ; anfwer hirt, ye owli ' 
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to take with me letters of recommendation to ^ 
number of his friends ; and particularly a letter 
of credit, in order to obtain the neceilary funl 
for the purchafe of my prefs^ typeft^ and paper* 
He :^)pointed various times for me to come fbr 
thcfe letters, which would certainly be ready ( 
ind when I came, always put me o£f to another 
day. 

Thefe fuccefiive delays continued till the veflel^ 
Tirhofe departure had been fcveral times deferred^ 
was on the point of fetting fail ; when I again 
went to Sir William's houfe, to receive my letters 
and take leave of him. I faw his fecretary, Dr. 
Bard, who told me that the governor was ex* 
ffftmcly bufy writing, but that he w<>uld be dowa 
4t Nevvcaftle before the veffel, and that the let* 
Kn would be delivered to me there. 

Ralph, diough he was married and had a child^ 
determined to accompany me in this voyage* 
His objeft was fuppofed to be the eftabliihing a 
e0i*ri;{|>6ndence with fome mercantile houfes, in 
order to fell goods by commiifion y but I after- 
wards learned, that, having reafon to be difla« 
tisfied with the parents of his wife, he propofed 
16 himfelf to leave her on their hands, and never 
return to Animoi again. 

Hiving taken leave of my friends, and inter- 
changed protnifts of fidelity with Mifs Read, I 
quitted Philadelphia. At Newcaftlc the veffel 
came to anchor. The governor was arrived, and 
I weht Co his lodgings^ His fecretary received- 
me with great civility, told mc on the part of 
the governor that h^ could not fee me then, as 
he was engaged iti afRiirs of the utmoft impor- 
tance, but that he would fend the letters on boards 
' and that he wifhed me, with all his heart, a good- 
voyage and fpeedy return. I returned, lome- 
what aftonilhed, to the ihip, but ftill without 
entertaining the flighteft fufpicion, 

Mr. 
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Mr. liatTiytdii, a celebrated barrifter of Philar 
de]phia, had taken a paflageto England for him- 
fdi and his fan, and, in conjundion with Mr. 
fienham a quiaikar, and Mdfirs. Qniam and Ruflidy 
proprietors of a fc^ge in Maryland, had agreed 
for the whole cabin, fo that Ralpfh audi were 
obliged to take uf) our lodging with the <rcwv 
Being unknown to every body in the iftiip* we 
were looked mpon ais of the eommon older of 
people : but Mr. Hamilton and his fkm (it was 
Jan^es, who was afterwards governor) left us at , 
Newcaftle, and returned to Phil^lphia^ whei^e 
he was recaUcd, at a very great expence, to plea4 
the caufe of a vefiel that had been feised i and 
fuft as we were about to fail, colonel Finch came 
on board, and ihewed me many ctv^iea. The 
paflengers upon this paid me more attention, 
4iind I was invited, togei^r with my friend Ralph, 
to occupy the place in the cabin which the return 
of the Mr. Hamiltons had made vacajQt i an q&v 
which we very readily accepted. 

Having learned that the .difpatchea of the go- 
vernor had been brcaightion boaixl by colonel 
Finch, I a&ed ^he captain ior the letters that 
were to be Jntrufted to lay oare. He told mt 
that they were all put together in the bag, which 
he could not <3pen at prefent; but before we 
reached England, he would give me an opporto* 
nity of taking 'them out. I was iatisfied with 
this -^xifwcTj and we purfued our voyage. 

The company in the cabin were aU very focia- 
ble, and we were perfeAly w£ll off as to provi- 
£on8, as we had the advantage of the whole ti( 
Mr. Hamilton's, who had laid in a very plenti- 
ful ilock. During the paiSage Mr. JDenham con- 
traded a fnendfhip for me, which ended only 
with his life: in other refpeds the voyage was 

by 
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by no means an agreeable one, as we had niiicli 
bad weather. 

When we arrived in the river, the captain was 
as good as his word, and allowed me to ibai ch in 
the bag for the governor's lettci^. I could not 
find a fingle one with my name written on it, as 
committed to my care ; but I fclccled fix or feven, 
which I judged from the direction to be thofc 
that were intended for me ; particularly one to 
Mr. Bafket the king's printer, and another to a 
ftationer, who was the firft perfon I called upon. 
I delivered him the letter as coming from gover- 
nor Keith. *^ I have no acquaintance (faid he) 
•* with any fuch perfon ;" and opening the letter, 
** Oh, it is from Riddlefden 1" he exclaimed. 
*' I have lately difcovered him to be a very ar- 
** rant knave, and I wifli to have nothing to do 
•* either with him or his letters." He inftantly 
put the letter in my hand, turned upon his heel, 
and left nic to kwc fome cuftomers. 

1 was alloniflied at finding thefe letters were 
not from the governor. Reflecting, and putting 
circuniftances together, I then began to doubt 
his finccrity. I rejoined my friend Denham, and 
related the whole affair to him. He let me at 
once into Keith's character, told me there was 
not the Icalt probability of his having written a 
fingle letter ; that no one who knew him ever 
placed any reliance on liim, and laughed at my 
credulity in fuppefing tliat the governor would 
give mc a letter of credit, when he had no credit 
for himi'clf. As I fliowed fome unea(ijieis ref- 
pceling what ftep I fliould take, he advifed me 
to try to get employment in the houfe of fome 
printer. You may there, faid he, improve your- 
felf in bulincfs, and you wrill be able to fettle 
yourfelf the more advantagcoufly when you re- 
turn to America. 

We 
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We knew already, as well as the ftationer, at- 
torney Riddlefdcn to be a knave. He had near- 
ly ruined the father of Mifs Read, by drawing 
hira in to be his fecurity. We learned from his 
ietter, that he was fecretly carrying on an 
intrigue, in concert with the governor, to the 
prejudice of Mr. Hamilton, who it was fuppofed 
would by this time be in Europe. Denhasn^ 
who was Hamilton's friend, was of opinion that 
he ought to be made acquainted with it 5 and in 
reality, the infiant he arrived in England, whidi 
was very foon after, I waited on him, and, as 
much from good-will to him as from refentment 
againft the governor, put the letter into his hands. 
He thanked me very fincerely, the information 
it contained being of canfequence to him ; and 
from that moment bcftowed on me his friend- 
fliip, which afterwards proved on many occafions 
ferviceable to me. 

But what are we to think of a governor who 
could play fo fcurvy a trick, and thus grofsly 
deceive a poor young lad, wholly deftitute of 
experience? It was a practice with him. Wifli- 
ing to pleafe every body, and having little to be- 
ftow, he was lavifli of promifes. He was in other 
refpefts fenfible and judicious, a very tolerable 
\iTiter, and a good governor for the people ; 
though not fo for the proprietaries, whofe in- 
ftrudions he frequently difregarded. Many of 
our beft laws were his work, and eftablimed 
during his adminiftration. 

Ralp}i and I were infeparable companions. 
We took a lodging together at three and-fixpence 
a week, which was as much as we coiild afford. 
He met with fome relations in London, but they 
were poor, and not able to affift him. He now, 
for the firft time, inforthed me of his intention 
to remain in England, and that he had no 

thoughts 
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thoughts of ever returning to Philadelplua. He 
WSLS totally without money; the little he had 
be^n able tQ raife having barely fufllced for his 
paflage. I had fifteen piiloles remaining; and to 
me he hs^d froQi time to time recourfe, while he 
tried to get employment. 

At fim, believing himfelf poiTefled of talents 
for the ftage, he thought of turning aftor ; but 
Wi|ke$, to whom he appUedt irankly advifed 
him to renounce the ide^, as it ws^s impoflible he 
ihquld fucceed. {ie nej;t propofed to Roberts, 
^ bool^feller in Paternofter-row, to write a week- 
ly paper in the manner of the Spedator, upon 
terms to which Roberts would not liilen. Laftly, 
he endeavoured to procure employment as a co- 
pyift, and applied to the lawyers and Aationers 
iibout the temple ; but he could find no vacancy^ 

As to myfelf, I immediately got engaged at 
Palmer's, at that time a noted printer in Bartho* 
lomew Clpfe, with wlxom I continued nearly a 
y^ar. I applied very afliduoufly to my work ; 
$ut I e^cpended with Ralph almoft all that I earpr 
led. Plays, and other places of amufement which 
"fee frequented together, having exhaufted my 
tuftples, w^ lived after this from hand to mouth. 
JHe apj)€«ired to h^ve entirely forgotten his wife 
and. child, ijis I alfo, by degrees, forgot my en- 
gageiueuts ivith Mifs Read, to whom I never 
wrote more than one letter, and ths^t merely to 
inform her that J was not likely to return foon. 
This was another grand error of my life, which 
I fliouW be defirous of cprre^ing were I to begin 
my career again. 

I was employed at Palmer^s op the fecond edi- 
tion oJf Woolaftpn's Religiou of Nature. Some 
of his arguments appearing to me not to be^ well 
founded, t wrote a foi^ll met^phyfical trea^tife, 
ip which I aniipadverted on thpf(? paflages. It. 

was 
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was entitled, a Plff^ation on Liberty and Neceffi* 
ty, PJeafure and Pain. I dedicated it to my friend 
Ralpb, and printed a fmall number of copies. 
Pi^lmer upon this treated me with more confide* 
ration, and regarded me ag a young man of ta-. 
lents ; though he ferioufly took me to taik for 
the principles of my ps^mphlet, which he looked 
upon as abominable* The printing of this work 
w^^ another error of my life* 

While I lodged in Little Britain I formed ac 
quaintance with a bpokfeUer of the name of Wil- 
cox, whofe {hop was next door to me. Circula* 
ting libraries w^re not then in ufe. He had an 
imnAenfe cQlled:ion of books of all forta. We a- 
greedthat, forstres^foBableretribution^ of which 
I have now forgotten the pri(;o, I ihould have 
fref» aecefs, to hia library, and take what books I 
pl^af^d, which I Wits to return when I had read 
them, I cpnfidered this agreement as a very great 
advantage; and \ derived from it 9S mveh bene- 
fit as was in my power* 

My pamphlet falling into the hands of a fur- 
geon, of the name of Lypns, author of a book 
entitled) Infallibility, of Human Judgment, was 
the QCcaQon of a confiderable intimacy between 
us. He e;Kpreffed, great efteem for me, came 
frequently tQ fee me, in order to converfe upoa 
metaphyfical fubje^l?, and introduced me to Dx\ 
Mandeville, author of the Fable of Bees, who 
had inft4tuted a club at a tavern in Cheapfide, of 
which he wai^ the foul : he was a facetious and 
very amufing eharafter. He alfo introduced me, 
at Batfpn's cofFee-houfe, to Dr. Pembertpn, who 
promifed %o give me an opportunity of leeing Sir 
Ifaac Newton, which I very ardently defired s 
buE he never kept his word. 

I had brought fome curiofitiea with me from 
Atnerica; the principal of which w^s a purfc 
made ^f the afbeflds, which fire only purifies. 

Sir 
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Sir Hans Sloane hcaring^ of it, called upon me, 
and invited me to his houfe in Bloomlbury* 
fqiiare, where, after Ihowing me eveiy thing 
that was curious, he prevailed on me to add this 
piece to his colleftion; for which he paid mc 
very handfomely. 

There lodged in the fame houfe with us a 
young woman, a milliner, who had a Chop by 
the fide of the Exchange. Lively and fenfible, 
and having received an education fomewhat a- 
bove her rank, her converfatibn was very agreea- 
ble. Ralph read plays to her every evening.. 
They became intimate. She took another lodg- 
ing, and he followed her. They lived for fomc 
time together ; but Ralph being without employ, 
ment, Ihe having a child, and the profits of her 
bufinefe not fufticmg for the maintenance of three, 
he refolved to quit London, and try a country 
ichool. This was apian in which he thought 
himfclf likely to fucceed, as he wrote a fine hand, 
and was verfed in arithmetic and accounts But 
confidering the ofiice as beneath him, and ex- 
peAing fome day to make a better figure in the 
world, when he fliould be alh -med of its being 
known that he had exercifed a profeflion fo little 
honourable, he changed his name, and did me 
the honour of affuming mine. He wrote to mc 
foon after his departure, informing me that he 
was fettled at a fmall village in Berkfhire. In 
his letter he recommended Mrs. T***, the milli- 
ner, to my care, and requefl:ed an anfwer, di- 
refted to Mr. Franklin, fchool-mafl:er at N***. 

He continued to write to me frequently, fend- 
ing me large fragments of an epic poem he was 
compofing, and which he requefted me to cri- 
ticife and correft. I did fo, but not without en- 
deavouring to prevail on him to renounce this 
purfuit. Young had juft publilhed one of his 

Satires. 
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Satires. I copied and fent him a great part of it ; 
in which the author demonftrates the folly of 
cultivating the Mufes, from the hope, by their 
infirumentality, of rifing in the world. It was 
all to no purpofe ; paper after paper of Iiis poenT 
continued to arrive every poft. 

Meanwhile Mrs. T*** having loft, on his ac- 
count, both her firiends and her bnfinefs, was 
frequently in diftrefe. In this dilemma flie had 
recourfe to me ; and to extricate her from her 
difficulties, I lent her all the money I could Ipare. 
I felt a little too much fondnefs for her. Having 
at that time no ties of religion, and taking ad- 
vantage of her neceffitous fituation, I attempted 
liberties (another error of my life,) which flie re- 
pelled with becoming indignation. She inform- 
ed Ralph of my conduct ; and the aflfair occafion- 
ed a breach between us. When he returned to 
London, he gave me to underftand that he con- 
fidered all tne obligations he owed me as anni- 
hilated by this proceeding ; whence I concluded 
that I. was never to expeft the payment of what 
money 1 had lent him, or advanced on his ac- 
count. I was the lefs afflicted at this, as he was 
wholly unable to pay me ; and as, by lofing his 
friendfhip, I was relieved at the fame time from 
a very heavy burden. 

I now began to think of laying by fome mo- 
ney.. The printing-houfe of Watts, near Lin- 
coln'sJnn Fields, being a ftill more confiderablc 
one than that in which I worked, it was probable 
I might find it more advantageous to be employ- 
ed there. I offered myfelf, and was accepted ; 
and in this houfe I continued during the remain- 
der of my ftay in London. 

On my entrance I worked atfirft as a preffman^ 
conceiving tliat I had need of bodily exercife, to 
which I had been accuftomed in/ America, 

where 
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^vhere the printers work alternately as compofi- 
tors and at the prefs. I drank nothing but wa- 
ter. The other workmen, to the number of a- 
bout fifty, were great drinkers of beer. I carri- 
ed occalionally a large foroa of letters in each 
hand, up and down flairs, while the reft em* 
ployed both hands to carry one. They were fur- 
prized to fee, by this and many other exaniples, 
that the Anicrican Aquatic^ as they ufed to call 
me, was ftronger than thofe wiio drank pcnrter* 
The beer-boy had fufHcient employn>ent during 
the whole day in ferving that houfe alone. My 
fellow-preffman drank every day a pint of beer 
before breakfaft, a pint with bread and chcefe for 
breakfafi, one between breakfaft and dinna:', one 
at dinner, one again about fix o'clock in the af- 
ternoon, and another after he had finished his 
day's work. This cuftom appeared to me abo- 
minable; but ke had need, he faid, of all this 
beer, in order to acquire ftrength to work. 

I endeavoured to convince him that the bodily 
ftrength furniihed by the beer, could only be in 
proportion to the folid part of the barley difibli- 
ved in the water of which the beer was compo- 
fed ; that there was a larger portion of flour in 
a penny loaf, and that confequently if he eat this 
loaf, and drank a pint of water with it, lie 
would derive more ftrength from it than from a 
pint of beer. This realbning, however, did not 
prevent him from drinking his accuftomed quan- 
tity of beer, and paying every Saturday night a 
fcore of four or five fliillings a week for this cur^^ 
fed beverage ; an expenee from which I was wliol* 
ly exempt. Thus do thefe poor devils continue 
ail their lives in a ftate of voluntary wretchednefs 
and poverty. 

At the end of a few weeks. Watts having oc- 
cafion for me above ftairs as a compofitor, I quit- 
ted 
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ttA iht prefs. The coinpofitofs deirtatided of int 
gkfniik^tnbnef afrdh. This ! c^hfidcred as an 
impbfitimt, hiVittg already paid below. The 
ttii&tST Was of the fatne opinion, arid defircd m^ 
not to comply. I thus remained two or three 
^Jreeks ^t of the fhitet-tiity. I Was confequently 
tdt)ked upon as excoitittitinicated j and whenever 
I Was ibfent, ho little trick that ihalice could 
fogg^ Wis left Ufipfaftifed upoii me I found 
Ay fetters mixed, my pages tranfpofed, my mat- 
ter broken, &c. fee. all which Was attributed to 
tiie Mrit that hiutited the chapel ♦, and torment-- 
td thOfe who were not regularly admitted. I 
was at lift obliged to fubmit to pay, notwith* 
Aanding the proteftion of the maftet- ; convinced 
of the folly of not keeping up a good underftand* 
Jftg With, ihoie imong whom we are deftined to 
live. 

After this t Hvsd in the ntmoft harmony with 
my fellow-labourers, and foon acquired confide* 
ftble inAticnce among them. Ipropofed fome 
aiterkttens in the laws of the ehapel, which I car- 
ried without Dppofition. My e^tample prevailed 
with fevi^al of them to renounce their abomina^ 
ble pl*aAice of bread and cheefe with beer ; and 
they procured, like me, from a neighbouring 
hOufe, a good bafon of Warm grtieU in which 
was a ftnafl flice of b\itter, with toafted bread and 
nutmeg, liiiii was a much better breakfaft, 
which did not coft more than a pint of beer, 
hamety, three-halfpence, and at the fame time 
pfefcrved the head dearer. 1 hofe who continued 
to gtfrge tKemfelves with beer, often loft their 
fcreSii with the publican, from neglefting to pay 
their fcore. l1iey had then recourfe to me, to 
become fecurity for them ; thtir lights as they 

^* Printing-Iioufes in gfeneral are thus denominated by the 
workmen : tbe fpirit they call by the name of Ralph, 
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ufed to call it^ Being cut. I attended at the pay-4 
table every Saturday evening, to take up the lit- 
tle fum which I had made myfelf anfwerable for ; 
and which amounted to nearly thirty ihillings a 
week. 

This circumftance, added to my reputation of 
being a tolerable good gabber y or, in other words^ 
fldlful in the art of burlefque, kept up my im- 
portance in the chapeL I had beiides recom- 
mended myfelf to the efteem of my mailer by 
my aifiduous application to bufinefs, never ob- 
fcrving Saint Monday. My extraordinary quick- 
nefs in compofing always procured me fuch work 
as was moft urgent, and which is commonly beft 
paid ; and thus my time paffed away in a very 
pleafant manner. 

My lodging in Little Britain being too far from 
the printing-houfe, I took another in Duke-ftreet 
oppofite the Roman Catholic chapel. It was at 
the back of an Italian warehoufe. The houfe 
was kept by a widow, who had a daughter, a 
fervant, and a ihop-boy ; but the latter flept out. 
of the houfe. After fending to the people with 
whom I lodged in Little Britain, to enquire intd 
my charafter, flie agreed to take me in at the 
fartie price, three-and-fixpence a week ; content- 
ing herfelf, flie faid, with fo little, becaufe of 
the fecurity flie fliould derive, as they were all 
women, from having a man lodge in the houfe. 

She was a woman rather advanced in life, the 
daughter of a clergym?in. She had been educa- 
ted a Proteftant; but her hufband, whofe me- 
mory flie highly revered, had converted her to 
the Catholic religion. She had lived in habits 
of intimacy with perfons of diftinclion ; of whon^ 
flie knew various anecdotes as far back as the 
time of Charles II. Being fubj eft to fits of the 
gout, which often confined her to her room, flie 
was fometimes difpofed to fee company^ Hers 

was 
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was fo amufing to me, that I was glad ta pafs 
the evening with her as often as flie defired it* 
Our fupper confifted only of half an anchovy a- 

Eiece, upon a flice of bread and butter, with, 
alf a pint of ale between us. But the enter- 
tainment was in her converfation* 

The early hours I kept, and the little trouble I 
occafioned in the family, made her loth to part 
with me ; and when I mentioned another lodging 
I had found, nearer the printing-houfe, at two 
fliillings a week, which fell in with my plan of 
faving, flie pcrfuaded me to give it up, making 
herfelf an abatement of two millings : and thus I 
continued to lodge with her, during the remain- 
der of my abode in London, at eighteen-pence a 
week. 

In a garret of the houfe there lived, in the mofl 
retired manner, a lady feventy years of age, of 
whom I received the following account from nay 
landlady. She was a Roman Catholic. In her 
early years flie had been fent to the continent, and 
entered a convent with the defijgn of becoming a 
nun ; but the climate not agi;eeing with her con- 
ftitution, flie was obliged to return to England, 
where, as there were no monafteries, flie made 
a vow to lead a monadic life, in as rigid a man- 
ner as circumftances would permit. She accord- 
ingly difpofed of all her property to be applied to 
charitable ufes, referving to herfelf only twelve 
pounds a year ; and of this fmall pittance flie gave 
a part to the poor, living on water-gi'uel, and ne- 
ver making ufe of fire but to boil it. She had 
lived in this garret a great many years, witliout 
paying rent to the fucceflive Catholic inhabitants 
that had kept the houfe ; who indeed confidcrcd 
her abode with them as a blefling. A prieft came 
every day to confels her. I have a&ecl her, faid 
my landlady, how, living as flie did, flic could 
find fo much employment for a confefibr ? To 

which 
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which flie iiifvrtrcd, that it was impoffiblc to 
avoid vain thoughts. 

I was once permitted to vifit hef . She was 
cheerful and polite, and her converfation agree* 
able. Her apartment was neat; but tht whole 
furniture confifted of a mattrefs, atabk, ott 
which were a crucifix and a book, a chair, which 
Ihe gave me to fit on, and over the mantle- 
piece a oifture of St. Veronica difblaying her 
nandkercnief, on which was fecn the miracu- 
lous imprefliott of the face of Chrift, which fhc 
explained to me with gresit gravity. Her cdun- 
tenance was pale, but me had never experienced 
ficknefs ; and I may adduce her as anotner proof 
how little is Sufficient to maintain life and health. 

At the printing-houfe I contraded an intimacy 
vdih a lenfible young man of the name of Wy- 
gate, who, as his parents were in good circum« 
ftances, had received a better education than is 
common with printers. He was a tolerable Latin 
fcholar, fpoke French fluendy, and was fond 
of reading. ! taught him, as well as a friend 
of his, to fwim, by taking them twice only 
into the river ; after which they Hood in need 
of no farther afliftance. We one day made a 
party to go by water to Chelfea, in order to fee 
the College, and Don Saltero's curiofities. On 
our return, at the requeft of the company, 
whofe ciuiofity Wygate had excited, I undreffed 
myfclf, and leaped into the river. I fwam from 
near Chelfea the whole way to Blackfriars Bridge, 
exhibiting, during my courfe, a variety of feats 
of activity and addrefs, both upon the furface 
of the water as well as under it. This fight oc- 
cafioned much aftonifhment and pleafure to thofe 
to whom it was new. In my youth I took 
great delight in this exercife. I knew, and could 
excciUe, all the evolutions and pofitions of 

Thevenot j 
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Thevenot ^ and I added to them fome of my 
own invention, ijfi which I endeavoured to unite 
gracefulnefs and utility, f took a pleafure in 
dif playing them all on this occafion, and wa$ 
highly flattered with the admiration they ex- 
cited. 

Wygate, befides his befng defirotis of perfect- 
ing himfelf in this art, was thef mote itttacherf 
to me from there being, in other refpefts, a con- 
formity in our taftes and ftudiies. He at lengtH 
propofed to me to make the tour of Europe with 
him*, itlatntainirig ourfelves at the fame tiine by 
working at our profeflion. I was on the point 
of confenting, when t mentioned it to my friend 
Mr. Denham, with whom t was glad to pafs an 
hour whenever I hkd leifure. He diflbaded me 
from the projcJdt, and advifed me to think of 
returning to Philadelphia, which he was about 
to do himfetf. I niuft relate in this plac6 a trait 
of this worthy man's character. 

He had formerly been in bufinefs atBriftol, 
but failing, he compounded with his creditors, 
2ind departed for x\mcrica, where, by afliduous' 
a[pplication as a merchant, he acquired in a few 
years a very confiderable fortune. Returning to 
England in the fanSe veflel with myfeJf, as I 
have* related above, he Jftvlted all his old cre- 
ditors to a feaft. When dflembled;, he thank- 
ed them for the readinefs with Which they had 
received hb frnaU compofition ; and, while they 
expected nothing more than a fimpl^ entertain- 
ment, each found under his plate, when it came 
to be removed, a draft upon a banker for the 
fefidue of his debt, with int^refl:. 

He told me that it was his intention to car- 
ty back with him to Philadelphia a great quan- 
tity of goods, in order to open a ftore ; and hcf 
<?fFered to take me with him in the capacity of 
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clerk, to keep his books, in which he woiild- 
inftruft me, copy letters, and fuperintend the 
ilore. He added that, as foon as I had acquired 
a knowledge of mercantile tranfadions he would 
improve my fituation, by fending me with a 
cargo of corn and flour to the American iflands, 
and by procuring me other lucrative commif- 
fions; fo tliat, with good management and oeco- 
nomy, I might in time begin bufinefs with ad* 
vantage for myfelf. 

I reliflied thefe propofals, London began to 
tire me; the agreeable hours I had paflcd at Phi- 
ladelphia prefented themfelves to my mind, and 
Iwiflied to fee them revive. I confequently en- 
gaged myfelf to Mr. Denham, at a falary of fifty 
pounds a-year. This was indeed lefs than 
I eained as a compofitor, but then I had a much- 
fairer profpe A. I took leave therefore, as I be- 
lieved for ever, of printing, and gave myfelf 
up entirely to my new occupation, fpendingall 
my time either in going from houfe to houfe 
with Mr. Denham to purchafe goods, or in 
packing them up, or in expediting the work- 
men, &c. &c When every thing however was on 
board, I had at laft a few days leifure. 

During this interval, I was one day fent for 
by a gentleman, whom I knew only byname. 
It was Sir William Wyndham. I went to his 
houfe. He had by fome means heard of my 
performances between Chelfea and Blackfriars. 
and that Ihad taught the art of fwimmingto 
Wygate and another young man in the courfe of 
a few hours. His two fons were on the point 
of fetting out on their travels; he was defi- 
rous that they fhould previoufly learn to fwim, 
and offered me a very liberal reward if I would 
undertake to inftruft them. They were not yet 
arrived in town, and the ftay I fliould make my- 
felf 



■Atfi^ 



"V 



\N 



Dr. franklin. 67 

felf was uncertain ; I could not therefore accept 
his propofal. I was led however to fuppofe from 
this incident, that if I had wiflied to remain in 
London, and open a fwimming fchool, I ihould 
perhaps have gained a great deal of money. This 
idea firuck me fo forcibly, that, had Uie offer 
been made fboner, I fliould have difmiffed the 
thought of returning as yet to America* Some 
years after, you and I had a more important bu- 
fine(s to fettle with one of the fons of Sir William 
Wyndham, then Lord Egremont. But let us not 
anticipate events. 

I thus paffed about eighteen months in London, "* 
working almoft without intcrmiffion at my trade, 
avoiding all expence on my own account, except 
going now and then to the play, and purcha- 
fing a few books. But my friend Ralph kept me 
poor. He owed me about twenty-fevcn pounds, 
which was fo much money loft ; and when con- 
fidered as taken from my little favings, was a 
very^ great fum. I had, notwithftanding this, a 
regard for him, as he poffeffed many amiable 
qualities. But tho*^ I had done nothing for my- 
felf in point of fortune, I had increafed my ftock 
of knowledge, either by the many excellent books 
I had read, or the converfation of leM-ned and 
literary perfons with whom I was acquainted. 

We failed from Gravefend the a^d of July 
1726. For the incidents of my voyage I refer 
you to my Journal, where you will find all its 
circnmftances minutely related. We landed at 
Philadelphia on the nth of the following Ofto- 
ber. 

Keith had been deprived of his office of gover- 
nor, and was fucceedcd by Major Gordon. I 
met him w^alking in the ftrects as a private in- 
dividual. He appeared a little afliamed at feeing 
nie, but paffed on without faying any thing. 

F 2 ' I Ihould 
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I fliould have been equally afiiamed myfelf at 
meeting Mifs Read, had not her family, juftly 
defpairing of my return after reading my letter^ 
advifcd her to give me up, and marry a potter, 
of the name of Rogers ; to which flie confented :' 
but he never made her happy, and fhcfoon fc- 
parated from him» rcfiifing to cohabit with- 
him or even bear his name, on account of 
a report which prevailed, of his having another 
wife. His (kill in his profefiion had feduced Mifi 
Read's parents ; but he was as bad a fubjeft as 
he was excellent as a workman. He involved 
himfelf in debt, and fled, in the year 1727 or 
1728, to the Weft Indies, where he died; 

Durinj; my abfence Keimer had taken a more 
conSderable houfe, in which he kept a {hop, 
that was well fupplied with paper, and various* 
other articles. He had procured fome new types, 
aiidanumbcr of workmen; among whom, how- 
over, there was not one who was good for any 
thing ; and he appeared not to want bufinefs. 

Mr. Denham took a warehoufe in Wate^-ftrcet,, 
v/here we exhibited our commodities. I applied 
myfelf clofely, ftudied accounts, and became in 
a fhort time very expert in trade. We lodged 
and cat together. He was finccrely attached to 
mc, and afted towards me as if he had been my 
father. On my fide, I refpcfted and loved 
him-* My fituatioa was happy; but it wasa- 
happinefs of no long duration. 

Early in February 1727, when I entered into 
my twenty-fecond year, we were both taken 
ill. I was attacked with a pleurify, which had 
nearly carried me off; 1 fuffered terribly, and 
confidered it as all over with me. I felt indeed 
a fort of difappointment when I found myfelf 
likely to recover, and regretted that I had ftill 
to experience, fooner or later, the fame dit 
agreeable fcene again, 

I have 



X 



/ 

Dr. fAsAKKLIN. 69 

1 have forgotten what was Mr. Denham's 
4liforder$ but it was a tedious one, and he 
at laft funk under it. He left me a fmall legacy 
in his will, as a teftimofiy of his friend&ip; 
and I was once more abandoned to myfelf in 
the wide world, the warehoufe being confided 
to the care of the teftamentary executor, who 
difmiiTed me. 

My brother-in-law. Holmes, who happened 
to be at Philadelphia, advifed me to return 
to my former profeffion; ^nd Keimer offered me 
a very confiderable falary if I would undertake 
the management of bis printing-office, that he 
might devote himfelf entirely to the fuperinten- 
dence of his fliop. His wife and relations in 
London had given me a bad charader of him ; 
«nd I was loth, for the prefent, to have any 
x:oncern with him. I endeavoured to get employ- 
ment as a clerk to a merchant; but not readily 
finding a fituation, I was induced to accept Kei- 
mer's propofaL 

The foUowing were the perfons I found in his 
printing-houfe. 

Hugh Mci^dithj a Penfylvanian, about thirty 
five years of age. He had been brought up to 
hulbandry, was honeft, fenfible, had fonie exp&. 
rience, and was fond of reading ; but too much 
addided to drinking. 

Stephen Potts, a youRg niftic, juft broke from 
fchool, and of ruftic education, with endow- 
ments rather above the common order, *nd a 
competent portion of underftanding and gaiety ; 
but a little idle. Keimer had engaged thefe two 
at very low wages, which he had promifed to 
j^aife every three months a fhilling a week, pro- 
vided their improvement in the typographic art 
-fliould merit it. This future increafe of wages 
-was tlie bait he made ufe of to enfnare them. 

Meredith 



70 3LIFE or 

Meredith was to work at the prcfs, and Potts to 
bind books, which he had engaged to teach 
them, though he underftood neither himfelf. 

John Savage, an kifhman, who had been 
brought up to no trade, and whofe fervice, for 
a period of four years, Keimer had purchafed of 
the captain of a fliip. He was alfo to be a prefl'- 
man. 

George Webb, an Oxford fchplar, whofe time 
he had in like naanner bought for four years, in- 
tending him for a compofitor. 1 fliall fpeak more 
of him prefently. 

Laftly, David Harry, a country lad, who was 
apprenticed to him. 

I foon perceived that Keimer's intiention, in 
engaging me at a price fo much above what he 
was accuftomed to give, was, that I might form 
all thefe raw journeymen and apprentices, who 
fcarcely coft him any thing, and who, being in- 
dentured, would, ^ foon as they fliould be fuffi- 
ciently inftructed, enable him to do without me. 
I neverthelefs adhered to my agreement. I put 
the office in order, which was in the utmoft con- 
fulion, and brought his people, by degrees, to 
pay attention to their work, and to execute it in 
a more maftcrly ftyle. 

It was fingular to fee an Oxford fcholar in the 
condition of a purchafed fervant. He was not 
more than eighteen years of age ; and the follow- 
ing are the particulars he gave pie of himfelf. 
Born at Gloucefter, he had been educated at a 
grammar fchool, and had diftinguiflied himfelf 
among the fcholars by his fuperior ftyle of ading, 
when they reprefented dramatic performances. 
He was member of a literary club in the town ; 
and fome pieces of his compofition, in profe as 
well as in verfe, had been inferted in the Glou- 
cefter papers. From hence he was fent to Ox- 
ford, 
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ford, where he remained about a year ; but he 
was not contented, and wiflied above all things 
to fee London, and become an aftor. At length, 
having received fifteen guineas to pay his quar- 
^ter's board, he decamped with the i^ioney from 
Oxford^ hid his gown in a hedge, and travelled 
to London. There, having no friend to dircft 
him, he fell into bad company, foon fquandered 
rhis fifteen guineas, could find no way of being 
•introduced to the aftors, became contemptible, 
pawned his clothes, and was in want of bread. 
As he was walking along the ftreets, ahnoft fo- 
►miflied with hunger, and not knowing what to 
do, a recruiting bill was put into his hand, which 
tOfFcred an immediate treat and bounty-money to 
^ivhoever was difpofed to ferve in America. He 
inftantly rqjaired to the houfe of rendezvous, in- 
lifted himfelf, was put on board a fliip and con- 
veyed to America, without ever writing a line 
to inform his parents what was become of him. 
His mental vivacity, and good natural difpofiti- 
on, made him an excellent xompanion.; but hp 
was indolent, thoughtlefs, and to the laft degree 
imprudent. 

John, the Irifliman, foon ran away. I began 
to live very agreeably with the reft. They ref- 
peded me, and the more fo as they found Kei- 
mer incapable of infti:uding them, and as they 
learned fomething from me every day. We ne- 
ver worked on a Saturday, it being Keimer's 
fabbathj fo that I had:two days a week for read- 
ing. 

I increafed my acquaintance with perfoxis of 
^knowledge and information in the town. Kei- 
mer himfelf treated me with great civility and 
apparent efteem ; and I had nothing to give me 
uneafinefs but my debt to Vemon^ whicn I was 
mnaWc to pay, my favings as yet being very lit- 
tle. 
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tie. He had the goodnefs, however, not to sSk 
me for the money. 

Our prefs was frequently in want of the ne- 
(ceffary quantity of letter ; and there was no fucli 
trade as that of letter-founder in America. I had 
feen the practice of this art at the houfe of James, 
in London j but had at the time paid it very lit- 
tle attention. I however contrived to fabricate 
a mould. I jnade yfe of fuch letters as we had 
for punches, founded new letters of lead in ma- 
trices of clay, and thus fupplied, in a tolerable 
manner, the wants that were moft prefling. 

I alfo, upon occafion, engraved various orna- 
ments, made ink, gave an eye to the fliop ; in 
fliort I was in every refped the ft/^otum. But 
ufeful as I made myfelf, I perceived that my 
ierviccs becanic every day of lefs importance, in 
proportion as the other men improved; and 
when Keimer paid me my fecond quarter's wages, 
he gave me to underftand that they were too 
heavy, and tliat he thought I ought to make an 
abatement. He became by degrees lefs civil, and 
aflumed more the tone of mailer. He frequently 
found fault, was difficult to pleafe, and feemed 
always on the point of coming to an open quarrel 
with mc. 

I continued, however, to bear it patiently, 
conceiving that his ill-humour was partly occa- 
lioned by the derangement and embarraffment 
of his affairs. At laft a flight incident broke our 
connexion. Hearing a noife in the neighbour- 
hood, I put my head out at the window to fefe 
what was the matter. Keimer being in the ftreet, 
obferved me, and in a loud and angry tone told 
mc to mind my work ; adding fome reproachful 
words, which piqued me the more as they were 
uttered in the ftreet ; and the neighbours, whom 
the fame noife h^d attrafted to the windows, 
^ere witnefles of the manner in which I w^as 

treated. 
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treated. He immediately came up to the print* 
ing room, and continued to exclaim againft me. 
The quarrel became warm on both fides, and he 
gave me notice to quit him at the expiration of 
three months, as had been agreed between us; 
regretting that he was obliged to give me fo long 
a term. I told him that his regret was fuperflui- 
0US5 as I was ready to quit him inftantly ; and 
I took my hat and came out of the houfe, begt- 
ging Meredith to take care of fome things wliich 
I left, and bring them to my lodgings. 

Meredith canae to me in the evening. Wc 
talked for fome time upon the quarrel that had 
taken plaice. He h^d conceived a great venera- 
tion for me, and was forry I fliould quit the 
houfe while he remained in it. He diffuaded 
me from returning to my native country, as I 
began to thiink of doing. He reminded me that 
Keimer owed more than he poffeffed ; that his 
creditors began to be alarmed ; that he kept his 
flipp in. a wretched ftate, often felling things at 
prime coft for the fake of ready money, and con- 
tinually giving credit without keeping any 
^ccoijnts; thatof confequence hemuft very foon 
fail, which would occafion a vacancy from which 
I might derive advantage. I objected my want 
of money. Upon which he informed me that 
his father had a very high opinion of me, and, 
from a converfation that had pafled between 
them, he was fure that he would advance what- 
ever might be neceflary to cftablifli us, if I was 
willing to enter into partnerfliip with him. *' My 
" time with Keimer,'^ added he, "will be at an end 
** next fpring. In the mean time we may fend 
" to London for our prefs and types. 1 know 
** that I am no workman ; but if you agree to 
** the propofal, your fkill in the bufinefs will be 
f^ balanced by the capital I (hall furnifh, and wc 

" will 
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*' will ihare th« profits equally.** His propofal 
)was reafonable, and I fell in with it. His father, 
who was then in the town, approved of it. He 
knew that I had fome afcendancy over his fon, 
as I had been able to prevail on him to abftain a 
long tinie from drinking brandy ; and he hoped 
that, when more dofely connefted with him, I 
fliould cure him entirely of this unfortunate ha- 
bit. 

I gave the father a lift of what it would be 
neceffary to import from L ondon. He took it 
to a merchant, and the order was given. We 
agreed to keep the fecret till the arrival of the 
materials, and I was in the mean time to procure 
work, ifpoffible, in another printing-houfe ; but 
there was no place vacant, and I remained idle. 
After fomc days, Keimer having the expeftation 
of being employed to piint fome New-Jerfey 
money-bills, that would require typjes and en- 
gravings which I only could furnifh, and fearftd 
that Bradford, by engaging me, might deprive 
him of this undertaking, fent me a very civil 
meflage, telling me that old friends ought not to 
be difunited on account of a few words, whicli 
were the effect only of a momentary paffion, and 
inviting me to return to him. Meredith perfu^* 
ded me to comply with the invitation, particu- 
larly as it would afford him more opportunities 
of improving hirafelf in the bufincfs by means of 
my inftruclions. I did fo ; and we lived upon 
better terms than before our feparation. 

He obtained the New-Jerfey bufinefs ; ^nd, in 
order to execute it, I conftrufted a copper-plate 
printing-prefs ; the firft that had been feen in the 
counti7. I engraved various ornaments and vig- 
nettes for the bills ; and we repaired to Burling- 
ton together, where I executed the whole to the 
general fatisfadion j and he received a fum of 

money 
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money for this work, which enabled him to keep 
his head above water for a confiderable time Ion*, 
ger. 

At Burlington I formed acquaintance with the 
principal perfonages of the province; many of 
whom were commiffioned by the ajQTembly to fu- 
perintend the prefs^ and to fee that no more bills 
were printed than the law had prefcribed. Ac- 
cordingly they were conftantly with us, each in his 
turn ; and he that came commonly brought wjlth 
him a friend or two to bear him company. My 
mind was more cultivated by reading than Kei- 
mer's ; and it was ifor this reafpn, probably, that 
they fet more value on my converfation. They 
took me to their houfes, introduced me to their 
friends, and treated me with the greateft civili- 
ty; while Keimer, though mafter, law himfelf a 
little neglected. H^ was, in fad, a ftrange ani- 
mal, ignorant of the common modes of life, apt 
to oppofe with rudenefs generally received opini- 
ons^ an enthufiaft in certain points of religion, 
difguftingly unclean in his perfon, and a little 
jknavifti withall. 

We remained there nearly three months ; and 
at the expiration of this period I could include in 
the lift of my friends. Judge Allen, Samuel Buf- 
til, fecretary of the province, Ifaac Pearfon, Jo- 
fcph Cooper, feveral of the Smiths, all members 
of the affembly, and Ifaac Deacon, infpeclor-ge- 
neral. The laft was a flirewd and fubtle old man. 
He told me, that, when a boy, his firft employ- 
ment had been that of carrying clay to brick-ma- 
kers ; that he did not learn to write till he was 
fomcwhat advanced in life ; that he was after- 
wards employed as an underling to a furveyor, 
who taught him his trade, and that by induftry 
he had at laft acquired a competent fortune. " I 
" forefee,*' faid he one day to me, " that you will 
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<• foon fupplant this man,*' fpeaking of Keimcr, 
** and get a fortune in the bufinefs at Philadcl- 
^' phia.** He was wholly ignorant at the time of 
my intention of eftablifliing myfcif there, or any 
where elfe. Thefe friends were very ferviceable 
to me in the cfld, as was I alfo, upon occafion, to 
fome of theiii; and they have continued ever 
fincc their eftcem for me. 

Before I relate the particulars of my entrance 
into bufinefs, it may be propei' to inform you 
what was at that time the ftate of my mind as to 
moral principles, that you may fee the degree of 
influence they had upon the fubfequent events of 
my life. 

My parents had given me betimes religious 
impreflions ; and I received from my infancy a 
pious education in the principles of Calvinifm. 
But fcarcely was 1 arrived at fifteen years of age, 
when, after having doubted in turn of different 
teaets, according as I found them combated in 
the different bookss that I read, I began to doubt 
of revelation itfdf. Some volumes againft deifui 
fell into my hands. They Avere faid to be the 
fubftance of fermons preached at Boyle's lecture. 
It happened that they produced on me an effect 
precifely thercverfc of what was intended by the 
writers ; for the arguments of the deifts, which 
were cited in order to be refuted, appeared to 
me much more forcible than the refutation itfelf^ 
In a word, I foon became a perfect dcift. My 
arguments perverted fome other young perfons ; 
particularly Collins and Ralph. But in thefequel, 
when I recoUefted that they had both ufed me 
extremely ill, without the fmalleft remorfe ; when 
I confidered the behaviour of Keith, another free- 
thinker, and my own conduft towards Vernon 
and Mifs Read, which at times, gave me much 
uneafinefs, 1 was led to fufpect that this doftrine, 
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though It might be true, was not very ufefiiL 
1 began to entertain a lefs favourable opinion of 
my London pamphlet, to which I had prefixed^ 
as a motto, the following lines of Dryden ; 

A 

Whatever is, is right ; though purblind man 
Sees but part of the chain, the neareft link. 
His eyes not carrying to the equal beam 
That poifes all above. 

and of which the objeft was to prove, from the 
attributes of God, his goodnels, wifdom, andf 
power, that there could be no fuch thing as evil' 
in the world ; that #vice and virtue did not in: 
reality exift, and were nothing more than vain 
diftindions. I no longer regarded it as fo blame- 
lefs a work as I had formerly imagined ; and I 
fufpefted that fome error mull have impercepti- 
bly glided into my argument, by which all the 
inferences 1 had drawn from it had been affefted, 
as frequently happens in metaphyfical reafonings.' 
In a word, I was at laft convinced that truth, 
probity, and fincerity, in tranfaftions between 
man and man, were of the utmoft importance to 
the happinefs of life ; and I refolved from that 
moment, and wrote the refolution in my journal, 
to praftife them as long as I lived. 

Revelation indeed, as fuch, had no influence 
on my mind ; but I was of opinion that, though 
certain aftions could not be bad merely becaufe 
revelation prohibited, or good becaufe it enjoin- 
ed them, yet it was probable that thofe aftions 
were prohibited becaufe they were bad for us, 
or enjoined becaufe advantageous in their nature, 
all things confidered. This perfuafion. Divine 
Providence, or fome guardian angel, and perhaps 
a concurrence of favourable circumftances co- 
operating, preferved me from all immorality, or 
grofs and twluntary injuftice, to which my want 
of religion was calculated to expofe me, in the 

dangerous 
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dangerous period of youtJi, and in the hazard-* 
ous lituations in which I fometimes found myfelf, 
among ftrangers, and at a diftance from the eye 
and admonitions of my father. I may fay voluri" 
lary^ becaufe the enors into which I had fallen, 
had been in a manner the forced refult either of 
my own inexperience, or thedifhonefty of others. 
Thus, before I entered on my new career, I had 
imbibed folid principles, and a charafter of pro- 
bity. I knew their value ; and I made a folemn 
engagement with myfelf never to depart from 
them. 

I had not long returned from Burlington be- 
fore our printing materials arrived from London. 
I fettled my accounts with Keimer, and quitted 
him, with his own confent, before he had any 
knowledge of our plan. We found a houfe to 
let near the market. We took it ; and to ren- 
der the rent lefs burthenfome fit was then twen- 
ty-four pounds a-year, but I have fince known 
it to let for feventy;, we admitted Thomas God- 
frey, a glazier, with his family, who eafed us of 
a confiderable part of it ; and with him we agreed 
to board. 

We had no fooner unpacked our letters, 
and put our prefs in order, than a perfon of 
my acquaintance, George Houfe, brought us 
a countryman, whom he had met in the ftreets 
enquiring for a printer. Our money was almoft 
cxhaulled by the number of things we had 
been obliged to procure. The five (hillings we 
received from this countryman, the firft fruit 
of our earnings, coming fo feafonably, gave me 
more pleafure than any fum 1 have fince gained ; 
and the recoUeftion of the gratitude I felt on 
this ocafion to George Houfe, has rendered 
me often more difpofed, than perhaps I fliould 
otherwife have been, to encourage young begin- 
ners in trade. 

There 
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There are in every country morofe beings, 
who ZTc always prognofticating ruin. There wa» 
one of this ilamp at Philadelphia. He was a man: 
of fortune, dechned in years, had an air of wif* 
dom, and a very grave manner of fpeaking* 
His name was Samuel Mickle. I knew him not; 
but he flopped one day at my door, and a&ed me 
if I was the young man who had lately opened a 
new printing-houfe. Upon my anfwering in the 
affirmative, he faid that he was very forry for me^ 
as it was an extenfive undertaking, and the mo- 
ney that had been laid out upon it would be loft, 
Philadelphia being a place falling into decay; its 
inhabitants having all, or nearly all of them, been 
obliged to call together their creditors. That he 
knew, from unooubted fad, the circumftances 
which might lead us to fuppofe the contrary, fucli 
as new buildings, and the advanced price of rent, 
to be deceitful appearances, which in reality con- 
tributed to haften the general ruin; and he gave 
me fo long a detail of misfortunes, adually ex- 
ifting, or which were foon to take place, that hc^ 
left rae almoft in a fiate of defpair. Had I known 
this man before I entered into trade, I fhould 
doubtlefs never have ventured. He continued 
however to live in this place of decay, and to de- 
claim in the fame ftyle, refuling for many years- 
to buy a lioufe, becauie all was going to wreck ; 
and in the end I had the fatisfaaion to fee him 
pay five times as much for one as it would have 
coft him had he purchafed it when he firft began 
his lamentations. 

I ought to have related, that, during the au- 
tumn of the preceding year, I had united the ma- 
jority of well-informed perfons of my acquaint- 
ance into a club, which we called by the name of 
the JuntOy and the object of which was to improve 
onr uncierftanding. We met every Friday even- 
ing. 
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ing. The regulations I drew np, obliged cvcrjr 
member to propofe, in his turn, one or more 
queftions upon feme point of morality, politics or 
philofophy, which were to be difcidTed by the 
fociety; and to read, once in three months, an 
cilay of his own compofition, on whatever fubjed: 
he pleafed. Our debates were under the direction 
of a prefident, and were to be didated only by a 
hncere deiire of truth; thepleafure of difputing, 
and the vanity of triumph having no ihare in the 
bufinels; and in order to prevent undue warmth, 
every expreflion which implied obftinate adhe- 
rence to an opinion, and ail direct contradiction, 
were prohibited, under fmall pecuniary penalties. 

The firft members of our club were Jofeph 
Breintal, whofe occupation was that of a fcrivc-* 
ner. He was a middle-aged man, of a good na* 
tural difpofition, firongly attached to his friends, 
a gieat lover of poetry, reading every thing that 
came in his way, and writing toleraUy well, in* 
genious in many little trifles, and of an agreeable 
converfation. 

Thomas Godfrey, a ikilful, though felf-taughC 
mathematician, and who was afterwards the in- 
ventor of what now goes by the name of Had- 
ley*s dial ; but he had little knowledge out of 
his own line^ and was infupportable in company, 
always requiring, like the majority of mathema-^ 
ticians that have fallen in my way, an unufual 
precilion in every thing that is faid, continually 
contradicting, or making trifling diflinctions ; a 
fure way of defeating all the ends of converfati- 
on. He very foon left us. 

Nicholas Scull, a furveyor, and who became 
aftei-wards furveyor-general. He was fond of 
books, and wrote verfes. 

William Parfons, brought up' to the trade of 
a flioe-makcr, but who, having a tafte for read- 
ing. 
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sng, had acquired a profound knowledge of ma« 
thcmatics. He firft ftudied them with a view to 
aftrology^ and was afterwards the firft to laugh 
at his folly. He alfo became furvcyor-gencral. 
William Mawgridge, a joiner, and very ex- 
cellent mechanic ; and in other refpedls a manf of 
iblid linderftanding; 

Hugh Meredith, Stephen Potts, and George 
Webb; of whom I have already fpoken^ 

RobCTt Grace, a young man of fortune ; gene- 
rous, animated, and witty; fond of epigrams, 
but more fond of his friends. 

And laftlyj William Coleman, at that time a 
merchant's clerk, and nearly of my own age- 
He had a cooler and clearer head, a better heart,- 
and more fcrufihilous morals, than almoft any 
other perfon I have ever met with. He became 
a very refpeiEiable merchant, and one of our pro- 
vincial judges. Our friendfliip fubfifted, with- 
out interruption, for more than forty years, till 
the period of his death ; atnd tht dub continued 
to exift almoft as long. 

This was the beft fchool of jiolitics and philo^ 
fophy that then extfted in the province; for our 
queftionsj which were read a week previous to 
their difcuffion, induced us to perufe attentively 
fuch books as were written upon the fubjefts 
propofed, that we might be able to fpeak upon 
them more pertinently. We thiis atquired the 
habit of converfing more agreeably ; every objeft 
being difcuflfed conformably to our regulations, 
and in a manner to prevent mutual difguft. To ' 
this circumftance may be attributed the long du- 
ration of the club ; which I ihall have frequent ' 
occafion to mention as I proceed. 

I have introduced it here, as being one of the 
means on which I had to count for fuccefs in my 
bufinefs ; every member exerting himfelf to pro- 
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into ridicule, xvas treated with contempt. He 
began, notwithftanding, his paper; and after 
continuing it for nine months having at moft not 
more than ninety fubfcribers, he offered it me 
for a mere trifle. I had for fome time been ready 
for fuch an engagement ; I therefore infiantly 
took it upon mylelf, and in a few years it pro- 
ved extremely profitable to me. 

I perceire that I am apt to fpeak in the firft 
perfon, though our partnerfhip fiill continui^^ 
It is, perhaps, becaufe, in faft, the whole bufi- 
ncfs devolved upon me. Meredith was no com- 
pofitor, and but an indifierent preilman ; and' it 
was rarely that he abflained from hard drinking. 
My friends were forry to fee me conneded wiUi 
him ; but I contrived to derive from it the ut* 
mofl advantage the cafe admitted. 

Our firfl number produced no other efieft than 
any ether paper which had appeared in the pro- 
vince, as to type and printing ; but fome remarks, 
in my peculiar ftyle of writing, upon the difpute 
which then prevailed between governor Burnet 
and the Mauachufett affembly, ftruck fome per- 
fons as above mediocrity, caufed the paper and 
its editors to be talked of, and in a few weeks 
induced them to become oxrr fubfcribers. Many 
others followed their example ; and our fobfcrip- 
tion continued to increafe. This was one of the 
firft good effects of the pains I had taken to learn, 
to put my ideas on paper. I derived this farther 
advantage from it, that the leading men of the 
place, feeing in the author of this publication x 
man fo well able to ufe his pen, thought it right 
to patronife and encourage me. 

The votes, laws, and other public piecesy were 
printed by Bradford. An addrefs of the houfe 
of affembly to the governor had been executed 
bv him in a very coarfe and incorreft manner. 

We 
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We reprinted it with accuracy and rieatnefs, and 
feitt a copy to every member* They perceived 
the difference ; and it fo ftrengthened the influ- 
€iicG of bur friends in the affembly, that we were 
hommated its printer for the following year. 

Among thefe friends I ought not to forget one 
naembcr in particular, Mr, Hamilton, whom I 
have nientioned in a former part of my narrative, 
ind who was now returned from England. He 
warmly interefted himfelf for me on this occafi- 
oUj as he did likewife on many others afterwards j 
liaving continued his kindnefs to me till his death. 

About this period Mr. Vernoti reminded roe of 
the debt I owed hini^ but without prefling me 
for payment. I wrote a handfome letter on the 
occafipn, T^egging him to wait a little longer, to 
which he confented ; aind as foon as I was able t 
paid him, principal ?ind intcreft, with many ex- 
preffions of gratitude 3 fo that this error of my 
•life was in a manner atoned for. 

But another trouble now happened to me, 
whid^ i had not the fmalleft rcafon to expeA. 
Meredith's father, who, according to our agree- 
ment, was to defray the whole expence or our 
printing materials^ had only paid a hundred 
pounds. Another hundred w^s ftill due, and 
the merchanft being tired of waiting, comraen- 
ced a fuit againft us.. We bailed the aftion, but 
with the melancholy profpeft, that, if the mo- 
ney wa3 not forth-coming at the tinxe fixed, the 
affair would come to iffue, judgment be pUt in 
execution, our delightful hopes be annihilated, 
and ourfelves entirely ruined ; as tlue type and 
prefs muft be fold, perhaps at half their value, 
to pay the debt. 

In this diftrefs, two real friends, whofe gene- 
rous condud I have never forgotten, and never 
(hall forget while I retain the remembrance of 

any 
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anything, came to me feparately, without tlie 
knowledge of each other, and without my hav^ 
ing applied* to either of them. Each offered me 
whatever money might be neceflary, to take the 
bufinef§ into my own hands, if the thing waij 
prafticable, ^s they did not like I fliould conti- 
|iue in partnerfhip with Meredith, who, they 
faid, wa3 frequently feen drunk in the ftreets, 
and gambling at ;|le-houfes, which very much 
injured our credit. Thefe friends were William 
Coleman and Robert Grace. I told them, that 
while there remained any probability that the 
Merediths would fulfil their part of the compaft, 
I could not propofe a feparation j as I conceived 
inyfelf to be undisr obligations to theni for wha; 
they ha4 done already, and were ftill difpofed to 
do if they had the power : but in the enjd fliould 
they fail in their engagement, and our partner- 
fhip be diffolved, I mould then think myfelf at 
liberty to accept the kindnefs of my friends. 

Things remained for fome time in this ftate. 
At laft I faid one d^y to my partner, " Tour fa-r 
ther is perhaps diffatisfied with your having a 
fliare only in the bufinefs, and is unwilling to 
do for two, what he would do for you alone! 
Tell me frankly if that be the cafe, and I will 
relign the whole to you, and do for myfelf ^s well 
as I can.'' — " No (faid he) my father has really 
been dilappointed in his hopes ; he i^ not ^ble to 
pay, and I wifli to put hiip to no farther incon- 
venience. I fee that I am not at all calculated 
for a printer; I was educated as a farmer, and 
it was abfurd in me to come here, at thirty years 
of age, and bind myfelf apprentice to a nev/ 
trade. Many of my countrymen are going tp 
fettle in North Carolina, where the foil is ex- 
ceedingly favourable. I am tempted to go witK 
them, and to jcefume my former occupation. 

You 
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You will doubdefs find fiiends who will aflifi: 
you. If you will take upon yourfelf the debts 
<rf the partncrfhip, return my father the hundred 
:pounds he has adTanced, pay my little perfonal 
debts, and give me thirty pounds and a new fad- 
die, I will renounee the partnership, and configu 
over the whole ftock to you." 

I accepted this propofal without hefitation* It 
was committed to paper, and figned and fealed 
without delay, I gave him what he demanded, 
and he departed loon after for Carolina, from 
whence he fent me, in the following year, two 
letters, containitig the beft accounts that had yet 
been given of that country, as to climate, fofl, 
agriculture, &c. ; for he was well vcrfed in thefe 
matters. I publiihed them in my newfpaper, 
and they were received with great iatisfaflion. 

As foon as he was gone I applied to my two 
friends, and not wiming to give a difobliging 
preference to either of them, I accepted from 
each half of what he offered me, and which it 
Was neceffary I Ihoiild have. I paid the partnef- 
ihip debts, and continued the bufinefs on my 
own account ; taking care to inform the public, 
by advertifement, of the partnerihip bei^ig diffol- 
ved. This w^s, 1 think, in the year 1729, or 
thereabout. 

Nearly at the fame period the people demanded 
a new emiffion of paper money; the exifting 
and only one that had tal^cn place in the pro- 
vince, and v%^hich amounted to fifteen thoufand 
pounds, being foon to expire. The wealthy in- 
habitants, prejudiced againft every fort of papdt 
currency, from the fear of its depreciation, of 
which there had been an inftance in the province 
6f New-England, to the injury of its holders, 
ftrongly oppofed the meafure. We had difcuffed 
this affair in our junto, in which I was on ther 

fide 
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fide of the new emiflion ; convinced that the fii*ft 
fmall fum, fabricated in 1 723^ had done much good 
in the province, by favouring commerce, induf- 
try and population, fince all me houfes were now 
inhabited, and many others building ; whereas 
J remembered to have feen, when Ifirft paraded 
the ftreets of Philadelphia eating my roll, the 
majority of thofe in Walnut-ftreet, Second-ftreet, 
Fourth-ftreet, as well 4s a great number in Chef- 
put and other ftreets, with papery on them fig- 
nifying that they were to be let ;* which made 
me think at the time that the inhabitants of the 
town were deferting it one after another. 

Our debates made me fo folly mafter of the 
fubjed, that I wrote and publifhed an anony- 
mous pamphlet, entitled An Enquiry into the 
Nature and Neceflity of a Paper Currency. It 
was very well received by the lower and mid- 
ling clafs of people ; biftit difpleafed the opulent, 
zft it increafed thq clamour in fi^^vour of the new 
^nuflion. Haying, however, po writer among 
thcn^ capable of anfwering it, their oppofition be- 
came lefs -^^iolcnt ; and there being ip thq houft 
of affemb^y a majority for the meafi;re, it paffed. 
The friends J had acquired in the houfe, perfua* 
ded that I had done the copntrv effentlal fervice 
on this occafion, rewarded me by giving me th^ 
printing of the bills. It was a lucrative employ- 
ment, and proved a very feafonable h«lp to me ; 
another advantage which I derived from having 
habituated myfelf to write 
> Time and e:?cperience fo fully depiopftrated the 
utility of paper cmrency, that it never after ex- 
perienced any copfiderable oppofition ; fo ths^t 
it foon aipounted to 55,0001. and in the year 1 739 
to 8o,oool. It has ^nce rifen, during th^ laft 
war, to 35Q5O00I. trade, buildings and popula- 
tion having in the interval contin^ally ipcrqafed : 

but 
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but I am now iconvinced that there are limits be<- 
yond which paper money would-be prejudicial. 

I foon after obtained*, by the influence of my 
friend Hamilton, the printing of tie Newcaftle 
paper money, jmother profitable work, as I thea 
thought it, little things appearing great to per- 
fons of moderate, fortune i and they were really 
great to ine, as proving great encouragements. 
He alfo procured me the printing of the laws and 
votes q{ that government, which I retained 2^ 
I continued in the bufinefs. 

I now opened * fmifkU ft^tioner's flwp^ I kept 
bonds and ^griei^n%pnt3 of aU kinds, drawn up iu 
a more accurate form tl^an had yet been feen in 
that pa,rt q{ the vprld ; a work in which I was 
affifted by my friend Br^jijitnal. I had alio paper,, 
parchment, p^ifteboard^ books, kc* Ofie White- 
mafli, an excellent compoiitor, whom I had 
known in London, caro.eto offer h^mfelf. I en- 
gaged him; and he continued confiandy and 
diUgejntly.to work with mev I alf^ took an ap-. 
pr^enpice^ thf foiKpf Aquila RoiSs. 

I began to pay, iy degrees, the debt I had 
contraded; ^nd in .order to infure my credit 
apd ch?i*a^j?r as ^ tradefinan, I took care not on- 
ly to be r^^//f induftrious and frugal, but aUa 
to ^Vj^id .ev.^ry appearance of the contrary. I was 
plainjiy dr^&d^ and never feen in any place of 
public amuienaent. 1 never went a fiflbiing or 
hunting. A book indeed enticed me fometimes 
from my work, but it was feldom^ by ftealth, 
and occaiioned no fcandal j ajid to {how that I 
did not think myfelf above my profeilion, I con- 
veyed home fometimes in a whedbaiTow the pa- 
per I purchafed at the warehoufes. 

I thus obtained the reputation of being an in- 
duftrioijs young man, ahd very pundual in his 
payments. The merchants who imported arti- 
cles 
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cles of ftationary folicited my cuftom ; others 
K)ffered to furnifli mc with books, and my littlf 
trade went on profperoufly. 

Meanwhile the credit and bufinefs of Keimer 
diminifhing every day, he was at laft forced to 
fell his ftock to fatisfy his creditors ; and he be- 
took himfelf to Barbadoes, where he lived for 
fome time in a very impoveriflied ftate. His ap- 
prentice, David Harry, whom I had inftrufted 
while I worked with Xcimer, having bought his 
materials, fuccecded him in the bofinels. I was 
apprehen(ive, at firft, of finding in Hairy a pow- 
'Crful competitor, as he was allied to an opulent 
and refpeclable family; l therefore propofed a 
partnerfliip, which, happily for me, he rejeded 
^th difdain. He was extremely proud, thought 
iiimfelf a fine gentleman, lived ei^ctravaeantly^ 
and purfued amufements which fufFered him to 
be fcarcely ever at home ; of confequence he be- 
came in debt, liieglecled his bufinefe, and bufineft 
neglected him. Finding in a fliort time nothing 
to do in the country, he followed Keimer to BaTr 
badoes, carrying his printing materials with him. 
There the apprentice employed his old mafter as 
a journeyman. They were continually quarrel- 
ling; and Harry ftill get ting in debt, was obliged 
at laft to fell his prefs and types, and return to 
his old occupation of hufbandry in Pennfylvania. 
The perfon who purchafed them employed Kei- 
mer to manage the bufinefs ; but he died a few 
years after. 

I had now at Philadelphia no competitor but 
Bradford, who, being in eafy cu'cumftances, did 
not engage in the printing of books, except now 
and then as woikmen chanced to offer themfelves; 
and was not anxious to extend his trade. He 
had, however, one advantage over me, as he had 
the direftion of the poft office, and was of coii- 

fequence 
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fcquence fiippofed to have better opportunities of 
gbtaining news. His paper was alfo fijppofed to 
be more advantageous to advertifing cuftomers ; 
and in cqnfequence of that fuppofition, hi$ i^yer? 
tifemeuts were much more numerous than miner 
this was a fource pf great profit to him, and dif* 
^dv^mtageous to me, k was to no purpole that 
I r^Uy procured other papers, wd dilJ;rib^te4 
my own, by means of the poft ; the public took 
for gr^ntpd my inability m this refpeft ; and I 
vas indeed unable to conquer it in any other 
mode than by bribing the poft-boys, who ferved 
me only by ftealth^ Bradford being &> illibersd ai 
to forbid them- This treatment of his e^^cited 
my refentraent ; and my difguft was fo rooted, 
that, when I afterwards fucceeded him in the 
ppft-office, I took care to avoid copying hi» ex- 
ample. 

1 had hitherto continued to board with God- 
frey, who. With his wife and children, occupied 
part of my houfe, and half of the Ihop for his 
bufinefe i at which indeed ^e ^yorked very little, 
being always abforbed by mathematics. Mrs. 
Godfrey formed a wift^ gf marrying me to the 
daughter, of one of her relations. She contrived 
various opportunities of bringing us together, till 
0ie faw tnat I v/as captivated ; which was not 
difficult, th-e lady in queftion pofleffing great per- 
ibnal merit. The parents encouraged my ad- 
drefles, by inviting me continually to fupper, 
and leaving us together, till at laft it was tim^ 
to come tp an explanation. Mrs. Godfrey un- 
dertook to negociate our little treaty. I gave her 
to underftand, that I expeded to receive with 
the young lady afum of money that would eaabl« 
me at leall to difcharge the remainder of my debt 
for my printing nuterials. It was then, I be- 
lieve, not niore tlian a hundred pounds. Sh« 

brought 
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brought me for anfwer, that they had no fuch 
fum at their difpofal. I obferved that it might 
eafily be obtained, by a mortgage on their houfe. 
The reply to this was, after a few days interval, 
that rhcy did not approve of the matdi ; that 
they had confulted Bradford; and found that 
the bufinefs of a printer^ was not lucrative ; that 
my letters would foon be worn out, and muft be 
fupplied by new ones ; that Keimer and Harry , 
had failed, and that, probably, I fhould do fo too. 
Accordingly they forbade me the houfe, and the 
young lady was confined. 1 know not if they 
had really changed their minds, or if it was mere* 
ly an artifice, iuppofing our aflfeftions to be too 
far engaged for us to defift, and that we fhould 
contrive to marry fecretly, v/hich would leave i 
them at liberty to give or not as they pleafed. 
But, fufpe<5ling ^his njotive, I never went agaia 
to their iioufc. 

Some time after Mrs, Godfrey informed me 
that they were very favourably difpofed towards 
me, and wiflied me to renew the acquaintance ; 
but I declared a firm refolution never to have 
any thing more to do with the family. The 
Godfreys expreflfed fome refentment at this ; and 
as we could no longer agree, they changed their 
refidence, leaving me in poffcffion of the whole 
houfe. I then refolved to take no more lodgers. 
This affair having turned my thoughts to 
marriage, I looked around me, and made over- 
tures of alliance in other quarters ; but I foon 
found that the profeflion of a printer being gene- 
rally looked upon as a poor trade, I could expeft 
no money with a wife, at leaft if I wiflied her to 
poffefs any other charm. Meanwhile that paffion 
of youth, fo difficult to govern, had often drawn 
me into intrigues with defpicable women who fell 
in my wayj which were not unaccompanied 

- with 
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with expence and inconTenience, beiides the per- 
petual rifk of injuring my health, and catching 
a difeafe which I dreaded above all things. But 
I was fortunate enough to efcape this danger. 

. As a neighbour and old acquaintance, I had 
kept up a triendly intimacy with the family of 
MUs Read. Her parents had retained an affefti- 
on for me from the time of my lodging in their 
houfe. I was often invited thither ; they con- 
fulted^me about their affairs, and I had been fome- 
times ferviceable to them. I was touched with 
the unhappy iituation of their daughter, who 
was almoft always melancholy, and continually 
feeking folitude.. I regarded my forgetfulnefs 
and inconftancy, during my abode in London^ 
as the principal caufe of her misfortune ; though 
her mother had the candour to attribute the 
fault to herfelf, rather than to me, becaufe, after 
having prevented our marriage previoufly to my 
departure, fhc had induced her to marry another 
in my abfcnce. 

Our mutual afieftion revived ; but there ex ' 
ifted great obftades to our union. Her marriage 
was confidered, indeed, as not being valid, the 
man having, it was faid, a former wife fiill liv- 
ing in England ; but of this it was difficult to ob- 
tain a proof at fo great a diftance ; and though 
a report prevailed of his being dead, yet we had 
no certainty of it; and fuppofing it to be true, 
he had left many debts, for the payment of which 
his fucceffor might be fued. We ventured ne- 
vertheleis, in fpite of all thefc difficulties ; and I 
married her on the firft of September 1730. . 
None of the inconveniences we had feared hap- 
pened to us. She proved to me a good and faith- 
ful companion, and contributed effentially to the 
fuccefs of my Ihop. • We profpered together, and 
it was our mutual ftudy to render each other 

happy. 
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happy. Thiis I dorf efted, as well as t could, this 
great error of tny youth. 

Our* club was not at that time eftablifhed at i 
tavern. We held out meeting at the houfe of 
Mr. Grace, who appropriated a room to the 
purpofe. Sdme member obferved one day, that 
as out books were frequently quoted in the courfe 
of our difcuffions, it would be convenient to have 
them coUefted in the room iil which we affem- 
bled, in order to be confulted upon occafion j 
and that, by thus forming a common library or 
our individual colleftions, each would have the 
advantage of ufing the books of all the other 
members, which would nearly be the fame as if 
he poffeffed them all himfelf. The idea was ap- 
proved, and we accordingly brought fuch books 
as we thought we could fpare, which were placed 
at the end of the club-room. They amounted 
not to fo many as we expefted ; and though wc 
made confiderable ufe of them, yet fomic incon- 
veniences refulting, from want of care, it was 
agreed, after about a year, to deftroy the coUedi- 
on ; and each took aw'ay fuch books a^ belonged 
to him. 

Tt was now that I fitft fiarted the ideia Of efta- 
blifliing, by fubfcription, a public library. I drew 
up the propofals, had them ingroffed in form by 
Brockden the attorney, and my projed fucceed- 
ed, as will be feen in the fequel ****<* 

[The life of Dr. Franklin, as written by him- 
felf, fo far as it has yet been communicated to 
the world, breaks off in this place. We under- 
Hand that it was continued by him fomewhat 
farther, and we hope that the remainder will, at 
fome future period, be communicated to the 
pulic. We have no hefitation in fuppofing that 

every 
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evwfr reader will find hitefelf greatly hitcreftedf 
by the frank fimplidty and the pbilofophical dif. 
ccmmcfic by which thcfe pages arc fo eminently 
chaf aAerifcd. We have therefore thought pro- 
per, in order a^ much as poilk>le to relieve hij 
regret, to fubjoin the following continuation, by 
one dF the Doftor*^ intimate friends. It is ex- 
traded from an American periodical publication, 
and was written by the late Dr. Stubiar ♦ of Phi- 
livdelphia.} . 



X HE promotion of literature had been little af. 
tended to in Penfylvania* Moft of the inhabi- 
tants were too much immerfed in bufinefs to 
think of fcientific purfuits ; and thofe few, whofe 
inclinations led them to ftudy, found it difficult 
to gratify them, from the want of fufficiently 
krge libraries. In fuch circumftances, the efta- 

* Dr, Stul>er was born in PhiladcIpBia, of German pa- 
rents. He was (cnt, at an early age, to the univerfity, where 
}iTS gcnfas, dH?gence and amiable temfjer foon acquired him 
the partieahir notice and fovour of thofe under whofe imme* 
dtate dire^ftion he was pJsCed. After pafling througk the 
common courfe of ftudy^ in a much (horter time than ufual^ 
he left the univerfity,. at the age of iixtcen, with great repu* 
tation. Not long after, he entered on the fhidy of Phyfic ; 
and the zeal with which he pupfued it, and the advances he 
made^ Rawe his friendis reafon to form^ the moft flattering prof- 
petfts of his future cmtnence and ufefulneli in the profeiHon.. 
As Dr. Stuber's circumflances were very moderate, he did not 
think thi« purfuio well calculated to anfwer them. He there- 
fore relinquilhcd it, after he had obtained a degree in the pro- 
fefliott, andquaKfied himfclf topra^ife with credit and fucccfs ^ 
and immediately entered on the ftudy of Law. In purfuU of 
th&hirft mentioned objeA, he wis prematurely arrefted, before 
he had an opportunity of reaping ihe fruit of thofe talents 
with which he was endowed, and of a youth fpcnt in the ar- 
dcni *Q^ fuccefsful purfuit of ufeful and elegant literature. 

Uifhment 
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bliflimcnt of a public library was an important 
event. This was firfl fet on foot by FrankHa, 
about the year 1731. Fifty perfons fubfcribcd 
forty {hillings each, and agreed to pay ten ihil- 
lings annually. The number encreafed ; and in 
1742, the company was incorporated by the 
name of " The Library Company of Philadelphia." 
Several other companies were formed in this city 
in imitation of it. Thefe were at length imited 
with the library company of Philadelphia, which 
thus received a confiderable acceffion of books 
and property. It now contains about eight thou- 
fand volumes on all fubjecls, a philofophical ap- 
paratus, and a good beginning towards a collec- 
tion of natural and artificial cunofities, befides 
landed property of confiderable value. The com- 
pany have lately built an elegant houfe in Fifth- 
ftreet, in the front of which will be erefted a 
marble ftatue of their founder, Benjamin Franklin, 
This inftitution was greatly encouraged by the 
friends of literature in America and in Great Bri- 
tain. The Penn family diftinguiflied themfclve* 
by their donations. Amongft the earlieft friends 
of this inftitution muft be mentioned the late 
Peter Collinfon, the friend and correfpondent of 
Dr. Franklin. He not only made confiderable 
prefents himfelf, and obtained others from his 
friends, but voluntai'ily undertook to manage the 
bufinefs of the company in London, recommend- 
ing books, purchafing and fliipping them. His 
extenfive knowledge, and zeal for the promotion 
of fcience, enabled him to execute this important 
truft with the greateft advantage. He continued 
to perform thefe. fervices for more than thirty- 
years, and uniformly refufed to accept of any 
compenfation. During this time, he communi- 
cated to the dire(^ors every information relative 

to 
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ta improvements and difcoveries in the arts, ^agri- 
culture, ^and philofophy. 

! . The beneficial influence of this inftitution was 
foon evident. The cheapnefs of terms rendered 
it acceffible to every one. Its advantages were 
not confined to the opulent. The citizens in the 
middle and lower walks of life were equally par- 
takers of them. Heiice a degree of information 
was extended amongft 2\\ clafles of people, which 
is very unufual in other places. The example 
was foon followed. Libraries were eftabliflied in 
various places, and they are now become very 
numerous in the United States, and particularly 
in Pennfylvania. It is t6 be hoped that they will 
be ftill more widely extended, and that informa- 
tion will be every where increafed. This will be 
the beft fecmity for maintaining our liberties. A 
iiattton of well-informed men, who have been 
taught to kntyf^ and prize the rights which God 
has given them, cannot be enflaved. It is in the 
regions of ignorance that tyranny reigns. It flies 
before the* lights fdence. Let the citizens of 
America, then,^ encourage infiitutions calculated 
id diffufe knowledge amongfl: the people ; and 
amongft thefe, public libraries are not the leaft 
important. 

In 173^, Franklin began to publifh Poor Rich- 
ard's Almanack. This was remarkable for the 
numerous and valuable concife maxims which it 
contained^ all tending to exhort to induiiry and 
frugality. It was continued for many years. In 
the almanack for the laft year, all the maxims 
were' colleded in an addrefs to the reader, enti« 
tied. The Way to Wealth. This has been tran- 
flated into various languages, and inferted in dif- 
ferent publications. It has alfo been printed on 
a large flieet, and may be feen framed in many 
houfes in this city. This addrefs contains, per-^ 

H ' baps. 
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haps, the beft praftical fyftcm of oeconomy that 
ever has appeared. It is written in a manner 
intelligible to every one, and which cannot fail 
of convincing every reader of the juftice and pro- 
priety of the remarks and advice which it con- 
tains. The demand for this almanack was fo 
great, that ten thoufand h^ve been fold in one 
year ; which muft be confidered as a very large 
number, efpecially when we refleft, that this 
country was, at that time, but thinly peopled. 
It cannot be doubted that the falutary maxims 
cbntained in thefe almanacks muft have made a 
favourable impreffion upon many of the readers 
of them. 

It was not long before Franklin entered upon 
his political career. In the year 1-7^^6^ he was 
appointed clerk to the general affembly of Penn- 
fylvania y and was re-elefted by fucceedtng affem- 
blies for feveral years, until he was chofen a re- 
prcfentative for the city of Philadelphia?. 

Bradford v/aspoffeffedof fome advantages G^tv 
Franklin, by being poft-mafter, thereb)^ having 
an opportunity of circulating his paper more ex- 
tenfively, and thus rendering it a better vehicle' 
for advcrtifemcnts, &c. Franklin, in his turn, 
enjoyed thefe advantages, by being appointed 
poft-maller of Philaddphia in 1737. Bradford, 
while in office^ had afted ungeneroufly towards 
Franklin, preventing as much as poffible the cir- 
culation of his paper. He had now an opportu- 
nity of retaliating ; but Kis noblenefs of foul pre- 
vented him from making ufe of it. 

The police of Philadelphia had early appointed 
watchmen, whofe duty it was to guard the citi- 
zcns againfl the midnight robber, and to give 
an immediate alarm in cafe of fire. This duty 
is, perhaps, one of the moft important that can 
be committed to any fet of men. The regulati- 
ons, 
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ons, however, were not fufficiently ftri£i:. Frank- 
lin faw the dangers arifing from this caufe, and 
fuggefted an alteration, fo as to otlige the guar- 
dians of the night to be more watchful over the 
lives and property of the citizens. The propri- 
ety of this was immediately perceived, and a re- 
form was efFefted. 

There is nothing more dangerous to growing 
cities than fires. Other caufes operate flowly, 
and almoft imperceptibly ; but thefe in a mo- 
ment render abortive the labours of ages. Oil 
this account there fliould be, in all cities, ample 
provifions to prevent fires from ijprcading. Frank- 
lin early faw the neceflity of thefe ; and,, about 
the year 1738, formed the firft fire-company in 
this city. This example was foon followed by 
others ; and there are now numerous fire-compa- 
nies in the city and liberties. To thefe may be 
attributed in a great degree the activity in extin- 
guifhing fires^ for whicn the citizens of Philadel- 
phia are diftinguiflied, and tlie inconfiderable da- 
mage which this city has fuftained from this 
caiife. Some time after, Franklin fuggefted the 
plan of an affociation for infuring houfes from 
loffes by fire, which was adopted ; and the affo- 
ciation continues to this day. The advantages 
experienced from it have been great. 

From the firft eftablifhnaent of Pennfylvania, at 
fpirit of difpute appears to have prevailed amongft 
its inhabitants. During the life-time of William 
Penn, the conftittitron had been three times al- 
tered. After this period, the hiftory of Pennfyl- 
vania is little clfe than a recital of the quarrels 
between the proprietaries, or their governors, 
and the affembly. The proprietaries contended 
for the right of exempting their lands from tax- 
es ; to which the affembly would by no nic^ans 
confcnt. This fubjcdt of difpute interfered in al- 
ii a Hioft 
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iiioft every queftion, and prevented the moft fa- 
lutary laws from being enaffed. This at times 
ftibje«Sed the people to great inconveniences. In 
the year 1 744, during a war between France and 
Great Britain, fome French and Indians had 
made inroads upon the frontier inhabitants of the 
province, who were unprovided for fuch an at- 
tack. It became neceffary that the citizens 
fliould arm for their defence. Governor Thomas 
recommended to the affembly, who were then 
fitting, to pafs a militia law. To this they 
would igree only upon condition that he fliould 
give his affent to certain laws, which appeared 
to them calculated to promote the interefts of the 
people. As he thought thefe laws w^ould be in- 
jurious to the proprietaries, he rcfufed his afient 
to them ; and the aflembFy Broke up without paf- 
fing;a militia faw. The fituation of the province 
tvas at this time truly alarming : expofed to the 
continual inroads of an enemy, and deftitute of 
every means of defence. At this crifis Franklin 
ftepped forth, and propofed to a meeting of the 
citizens of Philadelphia, a plan of a voluntary 
aflbciation for the defence of the province. This 
was approved of, and figned by twelve hundred 
pcrfons ininiediately. Copies of it were circula- 
ted throughout the province f and in a fliort 
time the number of figners amounted to ten 
thoufand. Franklin was chofen colonel of the 
Philadelphia regiment ; but he did not think pro- 
per to accept of the-honour. 

Purfuits of a different nature now occupied the 
greateft part of his attention for fome years. He 
engaged in a cOuffe of eleftricai experiments, 
with all the ardor and thirft for difcovery which' 
charadcrized the philofophers of that day. Of 
all the branches of experimental philofophy elcft- 
ricity had been leaft explored. The attraftive 
power of amber is mentioned by Thcophraftus 

V and 
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and Pliny, and, from them, by later naturalifts. 
In the year 1600, Gilbert, an Englifh phyfician, 
enlarged conjfiderably the catalogue of fubftances 
which have the property of attrafting light bodiej^. 
Boyl^e, Otto Guericke, a burgomafter of Magde- 
burg, celebrated as the inventor of the air pump. 
Dr. Wall, and Sir Ifaac Newton added fome fafts^ 
Guericke firft obferved the repulfive power of 
eleftricity, and the light and noife proiluced by 
it. In 1709, Hawkefbee communicated fome 
important obfervations and experiments to the 
world. For feveral years eledricity was entirely 
neglefted, until Mr. Grey applied himfelf to it, 
in 1728, with great affiduity. He, and his friend 
Mr. Wheeler, made a great variety of experi- 
ments ; in which they demonftrated, that electri- 
city may be communicated from one body to 
another, even without being in contadl, and in 
this way may be conducted to a great diftance. 
Mr. Grey afterwards found, that, by fufpending 
rad$ of iron by filk or hair lines, and bringing an 
excited tube under them, fparks might be drawn, 
and a light preceived at the extremities in the 
darlf:. M. Du Faye, intendant of the French 
king's gardens, made a number of experiments, 
which added not a little to thiC fcience. He made 
the difcovery of two kinds of eledricity, which 
he called vitreous and refinous-y the former pro- 
duced by rubbing glafs, the latter from excited 
fulphur, fealing-wax, &c. But this idea he after- 
wards gave up as erroneous* Between the years 
1739 and 1742, Defaguliers made a number of 
experiments, but added little of importance. He 
firft ufed the terms condudors and eledlrics^ p^^ fi* 
In 1742, feveral ingenious Germans engaged in 
this fubjeft. Of thefe the principal were, pro- 
feffor Boze of Witten^berg^ profeflbr Winkler of 
licipfic, Gordon, a Scotch Benedictine .monk, 

profeflbr 
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profeffor of philofophy at Erfurt, and Dr. Ludolf 
of Berlin. The refulc of their refeirches afto- 
nifhed the philofophers of Europe. Their appa- 
ratus was large, and by means of it they were en- 
abled to colled large quantities of eleiftricity, and 
thus to produce phenomena which had been 
Jiitherto unobferved. They killed fmall birds, 
and fet fpirits on fire. Their experiments ex- 
cited the curiofity of other philofophers. Collin- 
fon, about the year 1745, fent to the library com- 
pany of Philadelphia an account of thefe experi- 
ments, together with a tube, and direclions how 
to ufe it. Franklin, with fome of his friends, 
immediately engaged in a courfc of experiments ; 
the refult of which is well known. He was en- 
abled to make a number of important difcoveries, 
and to propofe theories to account for various 
phenomena ; which have been univerfally adop- 
ted, and which bid fair to endure for ages. His 
pbfervations he communicated, in a Series of 
letters, to his friend CoUinfon ; the firft of which 
is dated March 28, 1 747- In thefe he make* • 
Jcnown the power or points in' (drawing and 
throwing off the electrical matter, which had hi- 
therto efcaped the notice of eleftricians. He 
alfo made the grand difcovery of a plus and minusy 
or of a pofiiive and negative ftate of eleftricity. 
We give him the honour of this, without hefi- 
tation ; although the Englifli haVe claimed it for 
their countryman Dr Watfon. Watfon's paper 
is dated January 21, 1748; Franklin's July 11, 
1747; feveral months prior. Shortly after, 
Franklin, from his principles of plus and minus 
ftate, explained, in a fatisfaftory manner, the 
phenomena of the Ley den phial, firft obferved by 
%lv. Cuiieus, or by profeffor Mufchenbroeck of 
Leyden, which had much perplexed philofophers, 
He ftiewed cle;irly that the bottle, when charged, 

contained 
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contained ho more ele(9Ticity than before, but 
that as much was taken from one fide as was 
thrown on the other; and that, to difcharge it, 
nothing was neceflary but to make a communica- 
tion between the two fides, by which the equili- 
brium might be reftored, and that then no figns 
of eledlricity would remain. He afterwards de- 
monftrated, by experiments, that the electricity 
did not rcfide in the coating, as had been fuppof- 
ed, but in the pores of the glafs itfelf. After a 
phial was charged, he removed the coating, and 
found that upon applying a new coating the fhock 
might ftill be received, Ip the year 1749, he firft 
fuggefted his idea of explaining tlie phenomena 
X3f ^thuflder-gufts, and of the aurora borealis, 
upon ele<Srica;l principles. He points out many 
particulars in which lightning and electricity 
agree; and he adduces many fafts, and reafoning 
from fafts, in fupport of his pofitions. In the 
fame year he conceived the aftonifliingly bold 
and graQd idea of afcertaining the truth of his 
doftrine, by aftually drawing down the forked 
lightning, by means of fliarp-pointed iron rods 
raifed into tfee region of the clouds. Even in 
this uncertain fl:ate, his paffion to be ufeful to 
mankind difplays itfelf in a powerful manner. 
Admitting the identity of eledricity and light- 
ning, and knowing the power of points in repel- 
ling bodies charged with ele6bicity, and in con- 
ducing their fire filendy and imperceptibly, he 
fuggefts the idea of fecuring houfes, Ihips, &c. 
from being damaged by lightning, by erefting 
pointed iron rods, which lliould rife fome feet 
above the moft elevated part, and defcend fome 
feet.into the ground or the water. The effeft of 
thefe, he concluded, would be either to prevent 
a ftroke by repelling the cloud beyond the ftrik- 
ing,diftance, or by drawing off the eleftrical fire 

which 
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which it contained; or, if they could not efFeft 
this, they would at leaft condud: the ftroke to 
the earth, without Tiny injury to the building. 

It was not until the fumn>erof 1752, that he 
was enabled to complete his grand and unparal- 
leled difcovery by experiment. The plan which 
he had originally propofcd, was, to ereft on fome 
high tower, or other elevated place, a centry-box, 
from which fhould rife a pointed iron rod, in- 
fulated by being fixed in a cake of refin. Eleftri- 
fied clouds paffing over this, would, he conceiv- 
ed, impart to it a portion of their eledricity, 
which would be rendered evident to the fenfes 
by fparks being emitted, when a key, a knuckle, 
or other condudlor, was prefented to it. Phila- 
delphia at this time afforded no opportunity of 
trying an experiment of this kind. Wbilft Frank- 
lin was waiting for the ereftion of a fpire, it oc- 
curred to him, that he might have more ready 
accefs to the region of clouds by means of a com- 
mon kite. He prepared one by attaching two 
crofs flicks to a filk handkerchief, which would 
not fuffer fo much from the rain as paper. To 
his upright flick was affixed an iron point. • The 
firing was, as ufual, of hemp, except the lower 
end, which was filk. Where the hempen firing 
terminated, a key was faftened. With this ap- 
paratus, on the appearance of a thunder-guft ap- 
proaching, he went out into the commons, ac- 
companied by his fon, to whom alone he com- 
municated bis intentions, well knowing the ridi- 
cule which, too generally for the intereft of 
fcience, awaits unfuccefsful experiments in phi- 
lofophy. He placed himfelf under a fhed to avoid 
the rain. His kite was raifed. A thunder (;Ioud 
paffed over it No fign of eleftricity appeared. 
He almoft defpaired of fuccefs ; when fuddenly 
he obferved the loofe fibres of his firing to move 

towards 
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towards an ereft pofition. He now prefented his 
knuckle to the key, and received a ftrong fpark. 
How exquilite muft his fenfations have been at 
this moment! On this experiment depended the 
fate of his theory. If he fucceeded, his name 
would rank high amongft thofe who have im- 
proved fcience ; if he failed, he muft inevitably 
be fubjecled to the derifion of mankind, or, what 
is worfe, their pity, as a well-meaning man, buc 
a weak, filly projeftor. The anxiety with which 
he looked for the reiult of his experiment, may 
eafily be conceived. Doubts and defpair had be- 
gun to prevail, when the faft was afcertained in 
fo clear a manner, that even the moft incredulous 
could no longer withhold their affent. Repeated 
fparks were drawn from the key, a phial was 
charged, a fliock given, and all the experiments 
made, which are ufiiahy performed with eleftri- 
jcity. 

About a month before this period, fome inge- 
nious Frenchmen had completed the difcoveiy, 
jin the manner originally propofed by Dr. Frank- 
lin. The letters which h^ fent to Mr. Collinfon, 
it is faid^ were refufed a place amongft the papers 
of the Royal Society of London. However this 
may be, Collinfon publiflied them in a feparate 
volume, under the title of New Experiments and 
Obfervations on Eledricity, made at Philadelphia^ in 
America. They were read with avidity, and loon 
tranflated into different languages. A very in- 
corred: French tranflation fell into the hands of 
the celebrated Buffon, who, notwithftanding the 
difadvantages under which the work laboured, 
was much pleafed with it, and repeated the ex- 
periments with fuccefs. He prevailed upon his 
frieild,' M. D*Alibard, to give to his country- 
men a more corred: tranflation of the work of 
th^ American eleclrician. This contributed much 

towards 



ao6 LIFE OF 

towards fpreading a knowledge of Franklin's 
principles in France. The King, Louis XV. hear- 
ing of thefe experiments, cxpreffcd a wifh to be 
a (peftator of them. A courfe of experiments 
was given at the feat of the Due D'Ayen, at St. 
Germain, by M. Dc Lor. The applaufes which 
the King beftowed upon Franklin, excited in 
Buffon, D'Alibard, and, De Lor, an earneft de- 
fire of afcertaining the truth of his theory of 
thundcr-gufts. BufFon erefted his apparatus on 
the tower of Montbar, M D'Alibard at Mary-la- 
ville, and De Lor at his houfe in the Ejirapade at 
Paris, fome of the higheft ground in that capital. 
D'Alibard*s machine firft fliewed figns of elechi- 
city. On the loth of Way, 1752, a thunder, 
cloud pafled over it, in the abfencc of M. D'Ali- 
bard; and a number of fparks were drawn fi'om 
it by Coiflier, a joiner, with whom D'Alibard 
had left direclions how to proceed, and by M. 
Raulet, the prior of Mar^'-la-villc. An account 
of this experiment was given to the Royal Aca- 
demy of Sciences, in a memoir by M. D'Alibard, 
dated May 13th, 1752. On the i8th of May, 
M. De Lor proved equally fuccefsful with the 
apparatus erected at iiis own houfe. Thefe difco- 
veries foon excited the philofophers of other parts 
of Europe to repeat the experiment. Amongft 
thefe, none fignalized themfelves more than Fa- 
ther Bcccaria cf Turin, to whofe obfervations 
fcience is much indebted. Even tiie cold regions 
of Ruffia were penetrated by the ardor for diC 
covcry. Profeffor Richman bade fair to add 
much to the ftock of knowledge on this fubjecl, 
when an unfortunate flafli from his rod put a 
period to his exiftence. The friends of fcience 
will long remember with regret the amiable 
mai'tyr to electricity. 

Bv 
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By thefe experiments Franklin's theory was 
eftabliftied in the moft firm manner. When the 
truth of it could no longer be doubted, the va- 
nity of men endeavoured to detraft from its 
merit. That an American, an inhabitant of the 
obfcure city of Philadelphia, the name of which 
was hardly known, fiiould be able to make dif- 
coveries,. and to frame theories, which had el- 
caped the notice of the enlightened philofophei-s 
of Europe, was too mortifying to be admitted. 
He muft certainly have taken the idea from fome 
one elfe. An American, a being of an inferior 
order, make difcoveries ! Impoffible. It was faid, 
that the AbbeNoUet, in 1748, had fuggefted the 
idea of the fimilarity of lightning and electricity, 
in his Lego7is de Phyftque. It is true, that the 
Abb6 mentions the idea, but he throws it out 
as a bare conje<9ture, and propofes no mode of 
afcertaining the truth of it. He himfelf acknow- 
ledges, that Franklin firft entertained the bold 
thought of bringing lightning from the heavens, 
by means of pointed rods fixed in the air. The 
fimilarity of eleftricity and lightning is fo Ibrong, 
that we need not be furprifed at notice being 
taken of it, as foon as electrical phenomena be- 
came familiar. We find it mentioned by Dr. 
Wall and Mr. Grey, >vhile the fcience was in its 
infancy. But the honour of forming a regular 
theory of thunder-gulls, of fuggefting a mode of 
determining the truth of it by experiments, and 
of putting thefe experiments in practice, and 
thus eftablifliing his theory upon a firm and folid 
bafis, is inconteftibly due to Franklin. D' Alibard, 
who made the firft experiments in France, fays, 
that he only followed the track which Franklin 
)iad pointed out. 

It has been of late afferted, that the honour of 
completing the experiment with the eleftrical 
' ■■■' - ^ kite. 
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kite, does not belong to Franklin. Some late 
Englifh paragraphs have attributed it to fome 
Frenchman, whofe name they do not mention ; 
and the Abb6 Bertholon gives it to M. De Romas, 
afleffor to the prefideal of Nerac; the Englifh 
paragraphs probably refer to the fame perfon. 
feut a very flight attention will convince us of 
the injuftice of this procedure : Dr. Franklin's 
experiment was made in Jiine 175a; and his let- 
ter, giving an account of it, is dated Odlober 1 9, 
1752. M. De Romas made his firft attempt on 
the 14th of May 1753, but was not fuccefsfui 
until the 7th of June ; a year after Franklin had 
completed the difcovery, and when it was known 
to all the philofophers in Europe, 

Befides thefe great principles, Franklin's letters 
on elcclricity contam a number of fads and 
hints, which have contributed greatly towards 
reducing this brajich of knowledge to a fcience. 
His friend, Mr. Kinnerfley, communicated to him 
a difcovery of the different kinds of electricity 
excited by rubbing glafs and fulphur. This, we 
have faid, was firft obferved by M. Du Faye ; but 
it was for many years neglected. 1 he philofo- 
phers were difpofed to account for the pheno- 
mena, rather from a difference in the quantity 
of eleftricity collected ; and even Du Faye him- 
felf feems at laft to have adopted this dodrine. 
Franklin at firft entertained the fame idea ; but 
upon repeating the experiments, he perceived 
that Mr. Kinnerfley was right ; and that the vi* 
treous and refinous elcjttricity of Du Faye were 
nothing more than the pofttive and negative ftates 
which he had before obferved ; that the glafs 
globe charged pojitively^ or increafed the quantity 
of electricity on the prime conductor, whilft the 
globe of fulphur diminifhed its natural quantity, 
or charged negativelj. Thefe experiments and ob- 
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fervations opened a new field for iriveftijgation, 
upon which electricians entered with avidity; 
and their labours have added much to the flock, 
of our knowledge. 

In September 1752, Franklin entered upon a 
courfe of experiments, to determine the ftate of 
eleftricity in the clouds. From a number of ex- 
periments he formed this conclufion : " that the 
clouds of a thunder-guft arc moft commonly in 
a negative ftate of eleftricity, but fometimes in 
a pofitivc ftate ;" and from this it follows, as a 
neceflary confequence, " that, for the moft part, 
in thunder-ftrokes, it is the earth that ftrikes into 
Che clouds, and not the clouds that ftrike into the 
earth." The letter containing thefe obfervations 
is dated in September 1753 ; and yet the difco- 
very of afcending thunder has been faid to be of 
a modern date, and has been attributed to the 
Abb6 Bertholon, who publifhed his memoir, on 
the fubjecl in 1776. 

Franidin's letters have been tranflated into 
moft of the European languages, and into Latin. 
In proportion as they have become known, his 
principles have been adopted. Some oppofition 
was made to his theories, particulariy by the 
Abb6 Nollet, who was, however, but feebly fup- 
ported, whilft the firft philofbphers of Europe 
Itepped forth in defence of Franklin's princi- 
ples ; amongft whom D'Alibard and Bcccaria 
were the moft diftinguiflied. The oppofition has 
gradually ceafed, and the Franklinian fyftem is 
now univerfally adopted, where fcience flou- 
rilhes. 

The important practical ufe which Franklin 
made of his difcoveries, the fecuring of houfes 
from injury by lightning, has been sdready men- 
tioned. Pointed conduftors are now very com- 
mon in America ; but prejudice has hitherto pre- 
vented 
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vented their general introduftion into Europe^ 
notwithftanding the moft undoubted proofs of 
their utility have been given. But mankind can 
with difficulty be brought to lay afide eftabliflied 
practices, or to adopt new ones. And perhaps 
we have more reafon to be furprifed that a prac- 
tice, however rational, which was propr>fed about 
forty years ago, fliould in that time have been 
adopted in fo many places^ than that it has not 
univerfally prevailed. It is only by degrees that 
the great body of mankind can be led into new 
praftices, however falutary their tendency. It is 
now nearly eighty years fince inoculation was in- 
troduced into Europe and America 5 and it is fa 
far from being general at prcfent, that ic will^ 
perhaps, require one or two centuries to render 
it fo. 

In the year 1745, Franklin pnblijLhcd an ac- 
count of his new-invented Pennfylvania fire-' 
places, in which he minutely and accurately dates 
the advantages and difadvantages of different 
kinds of fire-places ; and endeavours to fliew 
that the one which he dcfcribcs is to be preferred 
to any other. This contrivance has given rife to' 
open ftoves now in general ufe, which however 
differ from it in conftruclion, particularly in not 
having an air-box at the back, through which a 
conftant fupply of air, warmed in its paffage, is 
thrown into the room. The advantages of this 
are, that as a ftream of warm air is continually 
flowing into the room, lefs fuel is neceffary ta 
preferve a proper temperature, and the room 
may be fo tightened as that no air may enter 
through cracks ; the confequences of which are 
colds, tooth-aches, &c. 

Although philofophy was a principal objeft of 
Franklin's purfuit for feveral years, he eonfined 
himfelf not to this. In the year 1747, he became 
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a member of the general affembly of Pennfylva- 
nia, as a bm-gefs for the city of Philadelphia. 
Warm difputes at this time fubfifted between the 
affembly and the proprietaries ; each contending 
for what they conceived to be their juft rights. 
Franklin, a friend to the rights of man from his 
infancy, foon diftinguifhed himfelf as a fteady 
opponent of the unjuft fchemes of the proprieta- 
ries. He was foon looked np to as the head of 
the oppofition ; and to him have been attributed 
many of the fpiritcd replies of the affembly, to 
the meffagesi of the governors. His influence in 
the body was very great. This arofe not from 
any fuperior powers of eloquence; he fpoke but 
feldom, and he never was known to make any 
thing like an elaborate harangue. His fpeeches 
often confifled of a fingle fcntence, or of a well- 
told ftory, the moral of which was always ob- 
vioufly to the point. He never attempted the 
flowery fields of oratory. His manner was plain 
and mild. His ftyle in fpeaking was, like that 
of his writings, fimple, unadorned, and remark- 
ably concife. With this plain manner, and his 
penetrating and folid judgment, he was able to 
confound the moil eloquent and fubtle of his 
adverfaries, to confirm> the opinions of his 
friends, and to make converts of the unpreju- 
diced who had oppofed him. With a fingle ob- 
fervation, he has rendered of no avail an elegant 
and lengthy difcourfe, and determined the fate 
of a queftion of importance. 

But he was not contented with thu6 fupporting 
the rights of the people. He wifhed to render 
them permanently fecure, which can only be 
done by making their value properly known; 
and this muft depend upon increafing and ex- 
tending information to every clafs of men. We 
have already feen diat he was the founder of the 

public 
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public library, which contributed greatly to* 
wards improving the minds of the citizens. But 
this was not fumcient. The fchools then fubfift- 
jng were in general of little utility. The teachers- 
were men ill qualified for the important duty 
which they had undertaken ; and, after all, no- 
thing more could be obtained than the rudiments 
of a common Englifli education. Franklin drew 
up a plan of an academy, to be ereftcd in the city 
of Philadelphia, fuitedto " the ftate of an infant 
country ;" but in this, as in all his plans, he 
confined not his views to the prcfent time only. 
He looked forward to the period when an infti- 
tution on an enlarged plan would become necef- 
fary. With this view he confidered his academy 
as " a foundation for pofterity to ereft a feminary 
of learning, more extenfive, and fuitable to future- 
circumftances." In purfuance of this plan, the 
conftitutions were drawn up and figncd on the 
lUh of November 1749. In thefe, twenty -four 
of the moft refpeftable citizens of Philadelphia 
were named as truftees. In the choice of thefey 
and in the formation of his plan, Franklin is faid 
to have confulted chiefly with Thomas Hopkin- 
fon, Efq ; Rev. Richard Peters, then fecretary 
of the province. Tench Francis, Efq ; attorney- 
general, and Dr. Phineas Bond. 

The following article fliews a fpirit of benevo- 
lence worthy of imitation ; and, for the honour 
of our city, we hope that it continues to be in- 
force. 

" In cafe of the difability of the reihr^ or any 
mafter (eftabliflied on the foundation by receiv- 
ing a certain falary), through ficknefs, or any 
other natural infirmity, whereby he may be re- 
duced to poverty, the truftees flialP have power 
to contribute to his fupport, in proportion to 
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his diftrefs and merit, and the ftock in their 
hands/' 

The laft claufe of the fundamental rules is ex- 
preffed in language fo tender and benevolent, fo 
truly parental, that it would do everlatting ho- 
nour to the hearts and heads of the founders. 

" It is hoped and expeded that the truftees 
will make it their pleafure, and in fome degree 
their bufinefs, to v^fit the academy often ; to en- 
courage and countenance the youth, countenance 
and affift the matters, and, by all means in their 
power, advance the ufefulnefs and reputation of 
the defign ; that they will look on the ftudents 
as, in fome meafure, their own children, treat 
them with familiarity and affection ; and when 
they have behaved well, gone through their ftu- 
dies, and are to enter the world, they fliall zea- 
loufly unite, and make all the intereft that can 
be made, to promote and eftablilh them, whe- 
ther in bufinefs, offices, marriages, or any other 
thing for their advantage, preferable to all other 
perfons whatfoever, even of equal merit.'* 

The conftitutions being figned and made pub- 
lic, with the names of the gentlemen propofing 
themfelves as truftees and founders, the defign 
was fo well approved qf by the public-fpirited ci- 
tizens of Philadelphia, that the fum of eight hun- 
dred pounds per annum, for five years, was in 
thecourfe of a few weeks fubfcribed for carrying 
it into execution ; and in the beginning of Janu- 
ary following (viz. 1750) three of the fchools 
were opened, namely, the Latin and Greek 
fchools, the Mathematical, and the Englifh 
fchools. In purfuance of an article in the ori- 
ginal plan, a fchool for educating fixty boys and 
thirty girls (in the charter fince called the Chari- 
table School) was opened, and amidft all the 
difficulties with which the truftees haveftruggled 
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in refped to their funds, has ftill been continued 
full for the fpace of forty years ; fo that allowing 
three years education for each boy and girl ad- 
mitted into it, which is the general rule, at leaft 
twelve hundred children have received in it the 
chief part of their education, who might other- 
wife, in a great meafure, have been left without 
the means of inftru£lion. And* many of thofe 
who have been thus educated, are now ta be 
found among the moil ufeful and reputable citi- 
zens of this ftate. 

The inftitution, thus fuccefsfuUy begun, con- 
tinued daily to flourifli, to the great fatisfadion 
of Dr. Franklin ; who, notwithftanding the mid- 
tiplicity of his other engagements and purfuits, 
at that bufy ftage of his life, was a conftant at- 
tendant at the monthly viiitations and examina- 
tions of the Tchools, and made it his particular 
ftudy, by means of his extenfivc correfpondence 
abroad; to advance the reputation of the femioa- 
ry, and to draw ftudents a«d fcholars to it frofli 
different parts of America and the Weft Indies. 
Through the intcrpofition of his benevolent and 
learned friend, Peter CoUinfon, of London, upon 
tiie application of the truftees, a charter of in- 
corporation, dated July 13th, 1 753,- was obtain- 
ed from the honourable proprietors of Pennfylva- 
nia, Thomas Penn and Richard Penn, Efqrs, ac- 
companied with a liberal benefaftion of fiVe hun- 
dred pounds fterling; and Dr. Franklin now be- 
gan in good earneft to pleafe himfelf with the 
hopes of a fpeedy accomplifhment of his original 
defign, viz. the eftablifhment of a perfeft inftitu- 
tion, upon the phn of the European colleges and 
univerfities ^ for which his academy was intend- 
ed as a nurfery or foundation. To elucidate this 
fact, is a matter of confiderable importance in 
refpeft to the memory and charader of Dr. Frank- 

lin^ 



Dr. franklin. 115 

lin, as a philofopher, and as the friend and pa-* 
tron of learning and fcience ; for, notwithftand- 
ing what is exprefsly declared by him in the pre- 
amble to the conftitutions, viz. that the academy- 
was begun for ** teaching the Latin and Greek 
languages, with all ufeful branches of the arts and 
faiences, fuitable to the ftate of an infant country, 
and laying a foundation for pofterity to ereft a 
feminary of learning more extenfive, and fuitable 
to their future circumftances ;'* yet it has been 
fuggefted of late, as upon Dr. Franklin's autho- 
rity, that the Latin and Greek, or the dead Ian- 
guages, are an incumbrance upon a fcheme of 
beral education, and that the engrafting or 
founding a college, or more extenfive feminary, 
upon his academy, was without his approbation 
or agency, and gave him difcontgnt. If the re- 
vcrfe of this does not already appear, from what 
has been quoted above, the following letters will 
put the matter beyond difpute. They were writ- 
ten by him to a gentleman, who had at that time 
publiihed the idea of a college, fuited to the 
circumftances of a young country (meaning New- 
York), a copy of which having been fent to Dr. 
Franklin for his opinion, gave rife to that cor- 
refpondence which terminated about a year after- 
wards, in erefting the college upon the founda- 
tion of the academy, and eftablifliing that gen- 
tleman as the head of both, where he ftill conti- 
nues, after a period of thirty-fix years, to prefide 
with diftinguimed reputation. 

From thefe letters alfo, the ftate of the acade- 
my, at that time, will be feen. 
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Philad. April igib^ 17 SS* 

SIR, 

I received yout favouf of the 1 1 th idftant, with 
yoiir new * piece on Education^ which I fliall care- 
fully penife, and give you my fentiments of it, 
as you defire, by next poft. 

1 believe the young gentlemen, your pupils, 
may be entertained and inftruded nere, in ma- 
thematics and philofophy, to fatisfaAion. Mr. 
Alifon f (who was educated at Glafgow) has been 
long accuftomed to teach the latter, and Mr. 
Grew { the former ; and I think their pupils 
make great progrefe. Mr. Alifon has the care 
of the Latin and Greek fchool, but as he has now 
three good afliftants §, he can very M!^11 aflford 
fome hours every day for the inftrudlion of thofe 
who are engaged in higher ftudies. The mathe- 
matical fchool is pret^ well furnifhed with in- 
ftruihents. The Englilh library is a good one ; 
and we Bave belonging to it a middling appaf a- 
tus for experimental philofophy, and putpofe 
fpeedily to coifiplete it. The Loganian library, 
one of the beft colledions in America, will fliort- 
ly be opened ; fo that neither books nor inftru- 
ments will be Wanting ; and as we are determi- 
ned always to give good falaries, we have reafon 
to believe we may have alXvays an opportunity 
of choofing good matters ; upon which, indeed, 
tlie fuccefs of the whole depends. We are ob- 
liged to you for your kind oflfers in this refpeft, 

* A genefai idea of the college of Miranla. 

f The Rev. and Jearned Mr. Francis Allifon, afterwards 
D. D. and vice-provoft of the college. 

:|: Mr. Theophilus Grew, afterwards profeflbr of mathe- 
matics in the college. 

§ Thofe afliftants were at that time Mr. Charles Thomfon, 
late fecretary of congrefs, Mr. f>aul Jackfon, and Mr. Jacob 
Duche. 

and 
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and when you are fettled in England, we may 
occafionally make ule of your friendlhip and 
judgment. — 

If it fuits your conveniency to vifit Philadel- 
phia before your return to Europe, I fliall be ex- 
tremely glad to fee and converfe with you here, 
as well as to correfpond with you after your fet- 
tlement in England; for an acquaintance and 
communication with men of learning, virtue, 
and public fpirit, is one of my greateft enjoys 
ments. 

I do not know whether you ever happened to 
fee the firft propolals I made for ercffting this 
academy, I fend them inclofed. They had 
(however imperfeft) the defired fuccefs, being 
followed by a fubfcription oi four thouf and pounds^ 
towards carrying them into execution. And as 
we are fond of receiving advice, and are daily 
improving by experience, I am in hopes we Ihall, 
in a few years, fee a perfeil in/iitutton. 

1 am very refpeftfully, &c. 

B. FJIANKLIN. 
Mr, W^ Smith J Long-Ifland. 



Philad. May 3^, 1753. 



SIR. 



Mr. Peters has juft now been with me, and we 
have compared notes on your new piece. We 
find nothing in the fcheme of education, how- 
ever excellent, but what is, in our opinion, very 
prafticable. The great difficulty will be to find the 
Aratus *, and othjer fuitable perfons, tq carry it 

* The name given to the principal or head of the ideal 
college, the fyftem of education in which hath neverthelefs 
been nearly realized, or followed as a model, in the college 
and academy of Philadelphia, and feme other American fc-. 
minaries, for many years pad. 
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into execution ; but fuch may be had if proper 
encouragement be given. We have both receiv- 
ed great .pleafure in the perufal of it. For my 
Eart, I know not when I have read a piece that 
as more sJFefted me — fo noble and juft are the 
fentiments, fo warm and animated the language ; 
yet as cenfure froin your friends may be of more 
ufe, as well as more agreeable to you than praife, 
I ought to mention, that I wiih you had omitted 
not only the quotation from the Review ♦, which 
you are now juftly diffatisfied with, but thofe ex- 
preffions of refentment againft your adverfaries, 
in pages 65 and 79, In fuch cafes, the nobleft 
viftory is obtained by negleft, and by ihining on. 
Mr. Allen has been out of town thefe ten days ; 
but before he went he direfted me to procure 
him fix copies of your piece. Mr. Peters has ta- 
ken ten. tie purpofed to have written to you ; 
but omits it, as he experts fo foon to have the 
pleafure of feeing you here. He defires me to 
prefent his aflfeAionate complijnents to you, and 
to affure you that you will be very welcome to 
him. I fliall only fay, that you may depend on 
my doing all in my power to make your vifit tq 
Philadelphia agreeable to you. 
I am, &c. 

B. FRANKLIN 

Mr. Smith. 

Philad. Nov. 27/A, 1753. 

DEAB SIR, 

Having written you fully, via Briftol, I have 
now little to add. Matters relating to the acade- 
my 

♦ The quotation alluded to (from the London Monthly 
Revic\v for 1749), was judged to reflet too feverely on the 
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my xcmBinin Jiatu quo. The tniftees would be 
glad to fce a reftor eftabliflied there, but they 
dread entering into new engagements till they 
are got out of debt ; and I have-not yet got them 
wholly over to nay opinion, that a good profeffors 
or te2K:her of the higher branches of learning, 
would drawfo many fcholars as to pay great part^ 
if not the whole of his falary. Thus, unlefs the; 
proprietors (of the province) ihall thidk fit to put 
the finifiiing hand to our inftitution, it muft» I 
fear, waitfome few years longer before it can 
arrive at that ftate of perfcdion, which to me it 
feems now capable of ; and all the pleafure I pro- 
mifed myfelf in feeing you fettled among us, ya* 
nifhes into fmoke. 

But good Mr. &)llinfon writes me word, that 
no endeavours of his ihall be wanting ; and he 
hopes, with the archbilhop's afliftance, to be able 
to prevail with our proprietors *. I pray God 
grant them fucccfs. 

My fon prefents his afFeAionate regards, wth, 
4ear Sir^ 

Yours, &c. 

B. FRANKLIN. 

P. S. I have not been favoured with a line 
rfrom you iince yqur arrival in England. 

Philad. April x%th, 1 754. 

DEAR SIR, 

t have had but one letter from you fince your 
arrival in England, which was a Ihcrt one, via 

difcipHne and government of the Englifh unlverfities of Ox- 
ford and Cambridge, and was expunged from the following 
editions of thi^sT work. 

* Upon the application of archbifliop Herring and P. Col- 
linfon, Efq ; at Dr. Franklin's requeft, (aided by the letters 
of Mr AHen and Mr. Peters) the hon. Thomas Penn, Efq; 
fubfcribed an annual fum, and afterwards gave at leaft 5000 1. 
to the founding or engrafting the college upon the academy. 

Bofton, 
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Bofton, dated O^lober 1 8th, acquainting me that 
you had written largely by Capt. Davis. — Davis 
was loft, and with him your letters, to my great 
difappointment. — Mefnard and Gibbon have 
fince arrived here, and I hear nothing from you. 
—My comfort is, an imagination that you only 
omit writing becaufe you are coming, and pur- 
pofe to tell me every thing viva voce. So not 
knowing whether this letter will reach you, and 
hoping either to fee or hear from you by the 
Myrtilla, Capt. Sudden's fhip, which is daily ex- 
peded, I only add, that I am, with great efteem 
and affedion, 

Yours, &c» 

B. FRANKLIN, 

Mr. Smith. 



About a month after the date of this laft letter, 
the gentleman to whom it was addreffed arrived 
in Philadelphia, and was immediately placed at 
the head of the feminary ; whereby Dr. Franklin 
and the other truftees were enabled to profecute 
their plan, for perfefting the inftitution, and 
opening the college upon the large and liberal 
foundation on which it now ftands ; for which 
purpofe they obtained their additional charter, 
dated May 27th, 1755- 

Thus far we thought it proper to exhibit in 
one view Dr. Franklin's fervices in the founda^ 
tion and eftablifliment of this feminary. He foon 
afterward embarked for England, in the public 
fcrvice of his country ; and having been gene- 
rally employed abroad, in the like fervice, for 
the greateR part of the remainder of his life (as 
will appear in our fubfequent account of the fame), 
te had but few opportunities of taking any fur- 

ther 
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ther aAive part in the affairs of the feminary, 
until his final return in the year 1785, when he 
found its charters violated, and his ancient col- 
leagues, the original founders, deprived of their 
truft, by an aft of the legiflature ; and although 
his own name had been inferted among the new 
truftees, yet he declined to take his feat among 
them, or have any concern in the management of 
their affairs, till the inflitution was reftored by 
law to its original owners. He then affembled his 
old colleagues at his own houfe, and being chofen 
their prefident, all their future meetings were, at 
his requefl, held there, till within a few months 
of his death, when with reluftance, and at their 
4efire, left he might be too much injured by his 
attention to their bufinefs, he fuflfered them to 
meet at the college. 

Franklin not only gave birth to many ufeful 
inflitutipns himfelf, but he was alfo inftrumental 
in promoting tliofe which had originated with 
other menl About the year 1752, an eminent 
phyfician of this city. Dr. Bond, confidering the 
deplorable ftate of the poor, when vifited with 
difeafe, conceived the idea of eftabliChing an hof- 
pital. Notwithflanding very great exertions on 
his part, he was able to intereft few people fo far 
in his benevolent plan, as to obtain fubfcriptions 
from them. Unwilling that his fcheme fliould 
prove abortive, he fought the aid of Franklin, 
who readily engaged in the bufii;iefs, both by 
ufing his influence with his friends, |ind by ftating 
the advantageous influence of the j^jropofed infti- 
tutiQn in his paper. Thefe efforts were attended 
with fuccefs. Confiderable fums wer^ fubfcribed j 
but they were ftili fhort of what was neceflary* 
Franklin now made another exertion. He ap- 
plied to the affembly ; and, after fome oppofition, 
pbtained leave to bring in a bill, fpecifying, that 
'^.^- as 
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as foon as two thonfand pounds were fubfcribedy 
the fame fum fhould be drawn from the treafmy 
by the fpeaker's warrant, to be apfdied to the 
purpofes of the inftitution. The oppofition, as 
the fum was granted upon a contingency which 
they fuppofed would never take place, were 
filent, and the bill pafled. The friends of the 

{>lan now redoubled thdr eflforts, to obtain fub- 
criptions to the amount ftated in the bill, and 
were foon fuccefsfiil. This was the foundation 
of the Pennfylvania Hofpital, which, with the 
Bcttering-houfe and Difpenfary, beai^ ample tef- 
timony of the humanity of tlie citizens of Phi- 
iadelphia. 

Dr. Franklin had condufted himfelf fo well in 
the office of poft-mafter, and had fhown himfelf 
to be fo well acquainted with the bufmefs of that 
department, that it was thought expedient to 
raife him to a more dignified (lation. In 1753 
he was appointed deputy poft-mafter-general for 
the Britilh colonics. The profits anting from 
the poftaj^e of letters formed no inconfiderable 
part of the revenue, which the crown of Great- 
Britain derived from thefe colonies* In the 
hands of Franklin, it is faid, that the poft-office 
in America yielded annually thrice as much as 
that of Ireland. 

The American colonies were much expofed to 
depredations on their frontiers, by the Indians ; 
and more particularly whenever a war took place 
between France and England. The colonies, in- 
dividually, were either too weak to take efficient 
meafures for their own defence, or they were 
iinwilling to take upon themfelves the whole 
burden of erefting forts and maintaining garri- 
fons, whilft their neighbours, who partook 
equally with themfelves of the advantages, con- 
tributed nothing to the expence. Sometimes 
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alfo the difputes, which fubfifted between the 
governors and s^emblies, prevented the adop« 
tion of means of defence ; as we have feen was 
the cafe in Pennfylvania in 1 745. To devifc a 
plan of union between the colonies, to regulate 
this and other matters, appeared a de(irable ob-. 
jed. Tf) accomplifli this, in the year 1754, com- 
miffioners from New-Hampfhire, Maflachufetts, 
Rhode Jfland, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, and 
Maryland, met at Albany. Dr. Franklin attend- 
ed here, as a commiilioner from Pennfylvania^ 
and produced a plan, which, from the place of 
meeting, has been ufually termed " The Albany 
Plan of Union.*' This propofed, that applica- 
tion ihould be made for an ad: of parliament, to 
eftabUih in the colonies a general government, to 
be adminiftered by a prefident-general, appointed 
by the crown, and by a grand council, confid- 
ing of members chofen by the reprefentatives of 
the different colonies; their number to be in 
direft proportion to the fums paid by each colony 
into the general treafury, with this' reftridion, 
that no colony fhould have more than feven, nor 
lefs than two reprefentatives. The whole execo- 
tive authority was committed to the prefident- 
general. The power of legiflation was lodged 
in the grand council and prefident-general joint- 
ly ; his confent being made neceflary to paffing a 
bill into a law. The power veiled in the prefi* 
(dent and council were, to declare war and peace, 
and to conclude treaties with the Indian nations ; 
to regulate trade with, and to make purchafes of 
vacant lands from them, either in the name oi 
the crown, or of the union ; to fettle new co- 
lonies, to make laws for governing thefe until 
they ihould be erefted into feparate governments, 
and to raife troops, build forts, iit out armed 
yeiTels, and ufe other means for the general de- 
fence : 



r 



124 LIFE OF 

fence : and, to effe^l thefe things, a power was 
given to make laws, laying fuch duties, impofts^ 
or taxes, as they fhould find neceilary, and as 
would be leaft burthenfome to the people. All 
hws were to be fent to England for the king's 
approbation ; and unlefs difapproved of within 
three years, were to remain m force. All offi- 
cers in the land or fea fervice were to be nomi- 
nated by the prefident-general, and approved of 
by the general council ; civil officers were to be 
nominated by the council, and approved by the 
prefident. Such are the outlines of the plan pro- 
pofed, for the confideration of the congrefs, by 
i)r. Franklin. After feveral days difcuffion, it 
was unanimoufly agreed to by the commiffioners, 
a copy tranfmitted to each affembly, and one to 
the king's council. The fate of it was Angular. 
It was difapproved of by the miniftry of Great 
Britain, becaufe it gave too much power to the 
peprefentativcs of the people; and it was re-' 
jefted by every affembly, as giving to the prefi- 
dent-general, the reprefentative of the crown, 
an influence greater than appeared to them pro- 
per, in a plan of government intended for free- 
men. Perhaps this rejefUon, on both fides, is 
the ftrongeft proof that could be adduced of the 
excellence of it, as fuited to the fituation of 
America and Great- Britain at that time. It ap- 
pears to have fleered exaftly in the middle, be- 
tween the oppofite interefts of both. 

Whether the adoption of this plan would have 
prevented the feparation of America from Great 
Britain, is a queftion which might afford much 
room for fpeculation. It may he faid, that, by 
enabling the colonies to defend themfelves, it 
would liave removed the pretext upon which the 
ftamp-aft, tea-ad, and other afts of the Britifli 
jparliament^ were paffed ; which excited a fpirit 

of 
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of oppoiition, and laid the foundation for the 
reparation of the two countries. ' But, on the 
other hand, it muft be admitted, that the reilric- 
tion laid by Great-Britain upon our commerce, 
Obliging us to fell our produce to her citizens 
only, and to take from them various articles, of 
which, as our manufadures were difcouraged, 
we ftood in need, at a price greater than that 
for which they could have been obtained from 
other nafions, miift inevitably produce diffatif- 
faftion, even though no duties were impofed by 
the parliament ; a circumftance which might ftill 
have taken place. Befides, as the prefident-ge- 
neral was to be appointed by the crown, he muft, 
of neceffity, be devoted to its views, and would, 
therefore, refufe his affent to any laws, however 
falutary to the community, which had the moft 
remote tendency to injure the interefts of his 
fovereign. Even fliould they receive his affent, 
the approbation of the king was to be neceffary ; 
who would indubitably, in eveiy inftancc, pre- 
fer the advantage of his home dominions to that 
of his colonies. Hence would enfue perpetual 
difagreemenis between the council and the preli- 
dent-generaJ, and thus, between the people of 
America and the crown of Great-Britain : 
While the colonies continued weak, they would 
be obliged to fubmit, and as foon as they acquired 
ftrength they would become more urgent in their 
demands, until, at length, they would fhake off 
the yoke, and declare themfelves independent. 

Whilft the French were in poffeffion of Ca- 
nada, their trade with the natives extended very 
far ; even to the back of the Britifh fettlements. 
They were difpofed, from time to time, to ^fta- 
blilh pofts within the territory, which the Englifh 
claimed as their own. Independent of the in- 
jury to the fur-trade, which was confiderable, 
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the colonies fuffered this further inconvenience, 
that the Indians were frequently inftigated to 
commit depredations on their frontiers. In the 
year 1753, encroachments were made upon the 
boundaries of Virginia. Remonftrances had no 
eflfeft. In the enfuing year, a body of men was 
fent out under the command of Mr. Waihington, 
who, though a very young nian, had, by his 
conduct in the preceding year, Ihewn himfdf 
worthy of fuch an important truft'. Whilft 
marching to take poffeffion of the poft at the 
junftion of the Allegany and Monongahela, he 
was informed that the French had already eredt- 
ed a fort there. A detachment of their men 
marched againft him. He fortified himfelf as 
ftrongly as time and circumftances would admit. 
A fnperiority of numbers foon obliged him to 
furreiider Fort Necejftiy. He obtained honourable 
terms for himfelf and men^ and returned to Vir- 
ginia. The government of Gteat-Britain now 
thought it neceflary to interfere. In the year 
1755, General Braddock, with fome regiments 
of regular troops, and provincial levies, was fent 
to difpoffefs the French of the pofts upon which 
they had feized. After the men were all ready, 
a difficulty occurred, which had nearly prevent- 
ed the expedition. This was the want of wag- 
gons. Franklin now flepped forward, and with 
the affiftance of his fon, in a little time procured 
a hundred and fifty. Braddock unfortunately 
fell into an ambufcade, and perifhed, with a 
number of his nien. Wafliington, who had ac- 
companied him as an aid-de-camp, and had 
warned him, in vain, of his danger, now dif- 
played great military talents in effecting a retreat 
of the remains of the army, and in forming a 
jUnftion with the rear, under colonel Dunbar, 
■upon whom the chief command now devolved. 

With 
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With fome difficulty they brought their little 
body to a place of fafety ; but they found it ne- 
ceflary to dcftroy their waggons and baggage, to 
prevent them from falling into th^ hands of the 
enemy. For the waggons which he had fur- 
nilhcd, Franklin had given bonds to a large 
amount. The owners declared their intentions 
of obliging him ta make a reftitution of their 
property. Had they put their threats in execu- 
tion, ruin muft inevitably have been the confe- 
quence. Governor Shirley, finding that he had 
incurred thefe debts for the fervice of govern- 
ment, made arrangements to have them dif* 
charged, and releafed Franklin from his difagree- 
able utuation. 

The alarm fpread' through the colonics, after 
the defeat of firaddock, was very great. Pre- 
parations to arm were every where made. In 
Pennfylvania, the prevalence of the quaker inte- 
reft prevented the adoption of any fyftem of de- 
fence, which would compel the citizens to bear 
arms. Franklin introduced into the afiembly a 
bill for organizing a militia, by which every man 
was allowed to take arms or not, as to him 
fliould ^pear fit. The quakers, being thus Jeft 
at liberty, fufFered the bill to pais ; for although 
their principles would not fuffer them to fight, 
they had no objeftions to their neighbours fight- 
ing for them. In confequencc of this act a very 
refpeSabfe militia was formed. The fenfe of 
impending danger infufed a military fpiiit in all, 
whofe religious tenets were not oppofed to war. 
Franklin was appointed colonel of a regiment in 
Philadelphia, which confifted of 1200 men. 

The north-weftern frontier being invaded by 
the enemy, it became neceflary to adopt mea- 
fures for its defence. Franklin was direfted by 
the governor to take charge of this bufinefs. A 

power 
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power of raiGng men, and of appointing officers 
to command them, was vefted in him. He fooa 
levied a body of troops, with which he repaired 
to the place at which their prefence was necefla-* 
ry. Here he built a fort, and placed the garrifon 
in fuch a pofture of defence, as would enable 
them to withftand the inroad^, to which the in- 
habitants had previoufly been cxpofed. He re- 
mained here for fome time, in order the more 
completely to difcharge the truft committed to 
liim. Some bufinefs of importance at, length 
rendered his prefence neceffary in the alTembly^ 
and he returned to Philadelphia. 

The defence of her colonies was a great ex- 
pence to Great Britain. The moft effectual mode 
of leffening this was, to put*Urms into the hands 
of the inhabitants, and to teach them their ufe. 
But England wifhed not that the Americans 
fhould become acquainted with their own 
ftrength. She was apprehenfive, that, as foon 
as this period arrived, they would no longer fub-. 
mit to that monopoly of their trade, which to ^, 
them was highly injurious, but extremely ad- 
vantageous to the mother country. In compa- 
xifon with the profits of this, the expence of 
maintaining armies and fleets to defend them 
was trifling. She fought to keep them depend- 
ent upon lier for her protection, the befl; plan 
which could be devifed for retaining them in 
peaceable fubjeclion. The leafl: appearance of a 
military fpirit was therefore to be guarded againfl:, 
and, although a war then raged, the aft organi- 
zing a militia was difapproved of by the miniftry. , 
The regiments which had been formed under it 
were difbanded, and the defence of the province 
cntrufted to regular troops. 

The difputes between the proprietaries and the 
people continued in full force, although a war. 
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was raging on the frontiers. Not even the fenfe 
of danger was fufficient to reconcile, for ever fo 
fliort a time, their jarring intcrefts. The affem- 
bly ftill infifted upon the juftice of taxing the 
proprietary eftates, but the governors conftantly 
refufed to give their affent to this meafure, with- 
out which no bill could pais into a law. Enraged 
at the obftinacy, and what they conceived to be 
unjuft proceedings of their opponents, the aflem- 
bly at length determined to apply to the mother 
country for relief. A petition was addteffed to 
the king, in council, ftating the inconveniencies 
under which the inhabitants laboured, from the 
attention of the proprietaries to their private in- 
terefts, to the negled of the general welfare of 
the community, and praying for redrefs. Frank- 
lin was appointed to prefent this addrefs, as agent 
for the province of Pennfylvania, and departed 
from America in June 1757. In conformity to 
the inftruftions which he had received from the 
legiflature, he held a conference with the propri- 
etaries, who then redded in England, and enaea* 
voured to prevail upon them to give up the long- 
contefted point. Finding that tney would hear- 
ken to no terms of accommodation, he laid his 
petition before the council. During this^ time 
governor Denny aflented to a law impofing a tax, 
in which no difcrimination was made in favour 
of the eftates of the Penn family. They, alarmed 
at this intelligence, and Franklin's exertions, ufed 
their utmoft endeavours to prevent the royal 
fanftion being given to this law, which they re- 
prefented as highly iniquitous, deiigned to throw 
the burthen of fupporting government upon them, 
and calculated to produce the moft ruinous con- 
fequences to them and their pofterity. The caufe 
was amply difcufied before the privy council. 
The Penns found here fomcftrenuous advocates; 
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nor were there wanting fomc who warmly cf- 
poufed the fide of the people. After fome time 
fpent in debate, a propofal v/as made, that Frank- 
Un Ihould folemnly engage, that the afTeflment 
of the tax ihould be fo made, as that the proprie- 
tary eftates Ihould pay no more than a due pro- 
portion. This he agreed to perform, the Penn 
family withdrew their oppofition, and tranquility 
was thus once more reftored to the province. 

The mode in which this difpute was termina- 
ted is a'ftriking proof of the high opinion enter- 
tained of Franklin's integrity and honour, even 
by thofe who confidered him as inimical to their 
views. Nor was their confidence ill founded. 
The afieflmcnt was made upon the ftrifteft prin- 
ciples of equity ; and the proprietary eftates bore 
only a: proportionable ibare of the expences of 
fupporting government. 

After the completion of this important bufi- 
nefe, Franklin remained at the court of Great 
Britain, as agent for the province of Pennfylva- 
nia. The extenfive knowledge which he pofleff- 
ed of the fituatton of the colonies^ and the regard 
which he always manifefted for their interefts, 
occafioned his appointment to the fame office by 
the colonies of Maflachufletts^ Maryland, and 
Georgia. His condud, in this fituation, was 
fuch as rendered him flill more dear to his coua- 
trymen. 

He had now an opportunity of indulging in 
the fociety of thofe friends, whom his merits had 
procured him while at a difiance. The regard 
which they had entertained for him was rather 
increafed by a perfonal acquaintance. The oppo- 
fition which had been made to his difcoveries in 
philofophy gradually ceafed, and the rewards of 
literary merit were abundantly conferred upon 
him. The^ royal fociety of London, which had 
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at firfi: refufed his performances admiffion into 
its tranfa6tions, now thought it ati honour to 
rank him amoflgft its fellows. Other focieties 
of Europe were equally ambitious of calling him 
a member. The univerfity of St. Andrews, in 
Scotland, Cf^ferred upon him the degree of Doc* 
tor of LawrSjts example was followed by the 
univerfities t Edinburgh and of Oxford. His 
corrcfpondence was fought for by the moft emi- 
nent philofophers of Europe. His letters to thefe 
abound witn true fcience, delivered in the moft 
finople unadorned manner. 

The province of Canada was at this time in 
the poffeffion of the French, who had originally 
fettled it. The trade with the Indians, for which 
its fituation was very convenient, was exceed- 
ingly lucrative. The French traders here found 
a market for their commodities, and received in 
return large quantities of rich furs, which they 
difpofi^d of at a high price in Europe. Whilit 
the poffeffion of this country was highly advan* 
tageous to France, it was a grievous inconveni- 
ence to the inhabitants of the Britiih colonies. 
The Indians were almoft generally defirous to cul- 
tivate the friend(hip of the French, by whom 
they were abundantly fupplied with arms and 
ammunition. Whenever a war happened, the 
Indians were ready to faJl upon the frontiers : 
and this they frequently did, even when Great 
Britain and France were at peace. From thefe 
confiderations, it appeared to be the interefi of 
Great Britain to gain the pofleiSon of Canada. 
But the importance of fuch an acquiiition was not 
well underftocd in England. Franklin about 
this time picbliihed his Canada pamphlet, in which 
he, in a very forcible manner, pointed out the 
advantages whidi would refult from the conqueft 
of this province* 
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An expedition againft it was planned, and the 
command given to General Wolfe. His fuccefe 
is well known. At the treaty in 1762, France 
ceded Canada to Great Britain, and by her ceffi- 
on of Loniiiana, at the fame time, rdinquiflied 
all her poffeffions on the continent of America. 

Although Dr. Franklin was now prindpaHy 
occupied with political purfuits, he found time 
for philofophic2d fttidies. He extended his elec- 
trical refearches, and made a variety of experi- 
ments, particularly on the tourmalin. The An- 
gular properties which this ftone poflefles of be- 
ing elednfied on one fide pofitively and on the 
oUier negatively, by heat alone, M^ithout fiiclion, 
had been but lately obferved. 

Some experiments on the cold produced by 
evaporation, made by Dr. Cullen, had been com- 
municated to Dr. Franklin, by Profeflbr Simpfon 
of Crlafgow. Thefc he repeated, and found, that, 
by the evaporation of ether in the exhaufied re- 
ceiver of an air-pump, fo great a degree of cold 
was produced in a fummer's day, that water was 
converted into ice. This difcovery he applied 
to the folution of a number of phenomena, par- 
ticularly a Angular faft, which philofophers had 
endeavoured in vain to account for, viz. thiA the 
temperature of thfe human body, when in health, 
never exceeds 96 degrees of Fahrenheit's thermo- 
meter, although the atmofphere which furrounds 
it may be heated to a much greater degree. This 
he attributed to the increafed perfpiration, and 
confequent evaporation, produced by the heat. 

In a letter to Mr. Small of London, dated in 
May 1760, Dr. Franklin makes a number of ob- 
fervations, tending to fliew that, in North Ame- 
rica, north-eaft dorms begin in the fouth-weft 
parts. It appears, from aoual obfervation, that 
a north-eaft ftorm, which extended a confidera- 
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ble diflance^ commenced at Philadelphia nearly 
four hours before it was felt at Bofton. He en- 
deavoured to account for this, by fuppofing that^ 
from heat, fome rarefa^on takes place about 
the gulph of Mexico, that the air further north 
being cooler ruChes in, and is fuccecdcd by the 
cooler and denfer air fliH farther north, and that 
thus a continued current is at length produced. 
The tone produced by rubbing the brim of a 
drinking glafs with a wet finger had been gene-* 
rally known. A Mr. Pockrich, an Irifhman, 
by placing on a table a number of glafles of differ- 
ent lizes, and tuning them by pardy filling them 
with warter, endeavoured to form an infirument 
capable of playing tunes. He was prevented by 
an untimely end, from bringing his invention to 
any degree of perfedion. After his death fome 
improvements were made upon his plan. The 
fweetnefs of the tones induced Dr. Franklin td 
make a variety of experiments ; and he at length 
formed that elegant inftrument, which he has 
called the Armonica* 

In the fummcr of 1762 he returned to Ameri- 
ca. On his paiTage he obferved the Angular ef- 
feoi produced by tae agitation of a veffel, contain- 
ing oil floating on water. The furface of the oil 
TCmajns fmooth and undifturbed, whilft the wa- 
ter is agitated with the utmoft commotion. No 
fati3faaory explanation of this appearance has, 
we believe, ever been given. 

Dr. Franklin received the thanks of the affem- 
bly of Pennfylvania, " as well for the faitliful dif- 
charge of his duty to that province in particular, 
as for the many and important fervices done to 
Ameriqa in general, during his refidence in Great 
Britain.*' A compenfation of 5000I. Pennfylva- 
nia currency was ^fo decreed him for his fervices 
during fix year^. 

During 
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During his abfcnce he had been annually eleA« 
ed member of the aflembly. On his return to 
Pennfylvania he again took his ieat in this body,' 
and continued a fteady defender of the liberties 
of the people. 

In December 1 762, a drcumftance which cauf- 
ed great alarm in the province took place. A 
number of Indians had refided in the county of 
Lancafter, and conducted themfelves uniformly 
as friends to the white inhabitants. Repeated de- 
predations on the frontiers had exafperated the 
inhabitants to fuch a degree, that they determi- 
ned on revenge upon every Indian. A number 
of perfons, to the amount of about 1 20, princi- 
pally inhabitants of Donnegal and Peckfian^ or 
Paxton townihips, in the county of York, aijtem- 
bled ; and, mounted on horfeback, proceeded to 
the fettlement of thefe harmleis and defencelels 
Indians, whofe number had now been reduced to 
about twenty. The Indians received intelligence 
of the attack which was intended againft Uieqi, 
but difbelieved it. Confidering the white people 
as their friends, they apprehended no danger from 
them. When the party arrived at the Indian fet- 
tlement, they found only fome women and chil- 
dren, and a few old mep, the reft being abfent 
at work. They murdered all whoni they found, 
and amongft others the chief Shahaes, who had 
been always diftinguifhed for his friendfhip to the 
whites. This bloody deed excited much indig- 
nation in the well-difpofed part of the communi- 
ty. 

The remainder of thefe unfortunate Indians, 
who, by abfence, had cfcaped the maffacre, were 
conduced to Lancafter, and lodged in the gaol 
as a place of fecurity. The governor iffued a pro- 
clan^tion exprefling the ftrongett difapprobation 
of the action, offering a rewar4 for the difcovery 
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of the perpetrators of the deed, and prohibiting 
all injuries to the peaceable Indians in future. 
But, notwithftanding this, a party of the fame 
m^i Ihortly after marched to Lancafter, bro^^ 
open the gaol, and inhumanly butchered the in- 
nocent Indians who had been placed there for fe- 
curity. Another proclamation was iffued, but 
it had no efl^d. A detachment inarched down 
to Philadelphia, for the exprefs purpofe of mur- 
dering fome friendly Indians, who had been re- 
moved to the city for fafety. A number of the 
citizens armed in their defence. The Quakers, 
whofe principles are oppofed to fighting, even in 
their own defence, were mofi active upon this 
occafion. The rioters came to German town. The 
governor fled for fafety to the houfe of i?r. Frank- 
lin, who, with fonie others, advanced to meet 
the Paxton boys, as they were called, and had 
influence enough to prevail upon them to relin- 
qiiilh their undertaking,* and return to their 
homes. 

The difputes between the proprietaries and the 
affembly, which, for a time, had fubfided, were 
again revived. The proprietaries were diff^tisfi- 
ed with the conceffions made in favour of the 
people, and made great ftruggles to recover the 
privilege of ;exempti9g their eftates frona taxati- 
on, which they hfid beep induced to give up. 

In 1763 ihe iiffembly paiTed a militia biU, to 
which the govcrnoi' reftifad to give his affent, un- 
lefs the affembly would agree to certain amend- 
ments which hepropofed. Thefe confifted in in- 
creafing the fines, and, in fome cafes, fubfiitu- 
ting death for fines. He wifl^d too that the offi- 
cers fliould be appointed altogether by faimfelf, 
and not be nominated by the people, as the bill 
had propofed. Thefe amendnaents the affembly 
confidered as inconfiftent with the fpirit of liberty. 

They 
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They would not adopt them ; the governor was 
obftinate, and the bill was loft. 

Thefe, and various other circumftances, en- 
creafed the uneafinefs which fubfifted between the 
proprietaries and the aflembly, to fuch a degree, 
that, in 1 764, a petition to the king was agreed 
to by the houfe, praying an alteration from a 
proprietary to a regal government. Great oppo- 
£tion was made to this meafure, not only in the 
houfe, but in the public prints. A fpeech of Mr. 
Dickenfon, on the fubjed):, was publiihed, with 
a preface by Dr. Smith, in which gieat pains 
were taken to Ihew the impropriety and impoli- 
cy of this proceeding. A fpeech of Mr. Gallo- 
way, in reply to Mr. Dickenfon, was publiihed, 
accompanied with a preface by Dr. Franklin ; in 
which he ably oppofed the principles laid down 
in the preface to Mr Dickenfon's fpeech. This 
application to the throne produced no effed. The 
proprietary government was ftill continued. 

At the election for a new aflcmbly, in the fall 
of 1764, the friends of the proprietaries made 
great exertions to exclude thofc of the adverfc 
party ; and they obtained a fmall majority in the 
city of Philadelphia. Franklin now loft his feat 
in the houfe, which he had held for fourteen 
years. On the meeting of the aflembly, it ap- 
peared that there was Itill a decided majority of 
Franklin's friends. He was immediately ap- 
pointed provincial agent, to the great cfiagrin of 
his enemies, who made a folemn proteft againft 
his appointment ; which was refufed admiflion 
upon the minutes, as being unprecedented. It 
was, however, publiihed in the papers, and 
produced a fpirited reply from him, juft before 
his departure for England. 

The difturbances produced in America by Mr. 
Grenville's ilamp-aft, and the oppoiition made to 
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itj af« Well known. Under the marquis of 
Rockingham's adminiftration, it appeai^ ex- 
pedient to endeavour to calm the minds of the 
colonifts ; and the repeal of the odious tax was 
contemplated. Amongft other means of collefting 
information on the dupofition of the people to 
fobmit to it. Dr. Frankiin was called to the bar of 
the houfe dF commons. The examination which 
he here underwent was publifhed, and contains a 
ftriking proof of the extent and accuracy of his 
inf<)rmati6n, and the facility with which he com- 
municated his fentiments. He reprefented fafts 
in fo ftrong a point of view, that the inexpediency 
of the aft muft have appeared clear to every 
unprejudiced mind. The aft, after fome oppo- 
fition, was repealed, about a year after it was 
enafted, and before it had ever been carried into 
cxiecution. 

In the year 1766, he made a vifit to Holland 
and Germany, and received the greateft marks- 
of attention from men of fcience. In his 
paffage through Holland, he learned from the 
watermen the eflfeft which a diminution of the 
quantity of water in canals has, in impeding 
theprogrcfs of boats. Upon his return to En- 
gland, he was led to make a number of experi- 
ments j all of which tended to confirm the obfer- 
vation. Thefe, with an explanation of the phe- 
nomenon, he communicated in a letter to his 
friend. Sir John Pringle, which is contained in 
the volume of his phSofophical pieces. 

In the followng year he travelled into France, 
where he met with a nolefs favourable reception 
than he had experienced in Germany. He was 
introduced to a number of literary charafters, 
and to the king, Louis XV. 

Several letters written by Hutchinfon, Oliver, 
and others, to perfons in eminent ftations in 
Great-Britain, came into the hands of Dr. Frank- 
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lin. Thefe contained the moft violent invectives 
againft the leading charaders of the flate of 
Maflachufetts, and ftrenuoufly advifed the profe- 
cution of vigorous meafures, to compel the peo- 
ple to obedience to the meafures of the miniftry. 
Thefe he tranfmitted to the legiflature, by whom 
they were publifhed. Attefted copies of them 
were fent to Great-Britain, with an addrefs, 
praying the king to difcharge from office perfons 
who had rendered themfelves fo obnoxious to the 
people, and who had ihewn themfelves fo un- 
friendly to their interefts. The publication of 
thefe letters produced a duel between Mr. Whatc- 
ly and Mr. Temple ; each of whom was fufpeded 
for having been inftrumental in procuring them; 
To prevent any further difputes on this fubjedDr. 
franklin, in one of the papers, declared that he 
had fent them to America, but would give no 
information concerning the manner in which he 
had obtained them ; nor was this ever difcovered. 

Shortly after, the petition of tl^ Maffachufett's 
aflembly was taken up for examination, before 
the privy council. Dr. Franklin attended as 
agent for the affembly ; and here a torrent of the 
moft violent and unwarranted abufe was poured 
upon him by the folicitor general Wedderburne, 
who was engaged as council for Oliver and Hutch^- 
infon. The petition was declared to be fcanda- 
lous and vexatious, and the prayer of it refufed. 

Although the parliament of Great-Britain had 
repealed the fiamp-aft, it was only upon the 
principle of expediency. They ftill infifted upon 
their right to tax the colonies ; and, at the fame 
time that the flamp-ad was repealed, an ad was 
paffed, declaring the right of parliament to 
bind the colonies in all cafes whatfoever. This 
language was ufed even by the moft ftrenuous 
oppofers of the ftamp-aft j and, amongft others, 
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by Mr. Ktt. This right was never recognized 
by the colonifts ; but, as they flattered them- 
felves that it would not be exercifed, they were 
not very aftive in remonftrating againft it. Had 
this pretended right been fuffered to remain dor- 
mant, the Golonifts would cheerfully have fur- 
niflied their quota of fupplies, in the mode to 
which they had been accuftomed ; that is, by 
afts of their own aflemblies, in confequence of 
requifitions from the fecretary of ftate. If this 
practice had been purfued, fuch was the difpofi- 
tion of the colonies towards the mother country, 
that, notwithftanding the difadvantages under 
which they laboured, from rcftraints upon their 
trade, calculated folely for the benefit of the 
commercial and manufaduring interefts of Great- 
Britain, a feparation of the two countries might 
have been a far diftant event. The Americans, 
from their earlieft infancy, were taught to vene- 
rate a people from whom they were defcended ; 
whofe language, laws, and manners, were the 
fame as their own. They looked up to them as 
models of perfeftion ; and, in their prejudiced 
minds, the moft enlightened nations of Europe 
were confidered as almoft barbarians, in compa- 
rifon with Englilhmen. The name of an En- 
gliihman conveyed to an American the idea of 
every thing good and great. Such fentiments 
inftilled into them in early life, what but a repe- 
tition of unjuft treatment could have induced 
them to entertain the moft diftant thought of 
feparation! The duties on glafs, paper, leather, 
painters* colours, tea, &c. ; the disfranchifement 
of fome of the colonies ; the obftruftion to the 
meafures of the legiflature in others, by the 
king*s goyernors; the contemptuous treatment 
of their humble remonftrances, ftating their 
grievances and praying a redrefs of them^ and 
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other violent and opprefllve meafures^ at length 
excited an ardent fpirit of oppofition. Infiead 
of endeavouring to allay this by a more lenient 
condui^y the miniftry feemed refolutely bent 
upon reducing the colonies to the moft flavifh 
obedience to their decrees. But this tended 
only to aggravate. Vain were all the efforts 
made ufe or to prevail upon them to lay afide 
their defigns, to convince them of the impofC- 
bility of carrying them into effeft, and ot the 
mifchievous confequenccs which muft enfue from 
a continuance of the attempt. I'hey perfevered, 
with a de£^ee of inflexibility fcarcely paralleled. 
I'fce advantages which Great-Britain derived 
from her colonies were fo great, that nothing 
but a degree of infatuation, little fliort of mad- 
nefs, could have produced a continuance of mea- 
fures calculated to keep Aip a fpirit of uneafinefs, 
which might bccalion th« flighteft wifti for a 
fcparation. When we <?onfidcr the great im- 
provements in the fcience of government, the 
general diffufion of the principles of liberty 
amon^ the people of Europe, the effefts which 
thefe have already produced in France, and the 
probable confequenccs which will refult from 
them elfewherc, all of which are the offspring of 
the American revolution, it cannot but appear 
ftrange, that ejyents of fo great moment to the 
happinefs of mankind, fliould have been ulti- 
matelv occalioned by the wickednefs or ignorance 
of a Britifh miniftry. 

Dr. Franklin left nothing untried to prevail 
upon the miniftry to confent to a change of mea- 
fures. In private converfaticns, and in letters to 
perfons in government, he continually expatiated 
upon the impolicy and injuftice of their conduct 
towards America; and ftated, that, notwith- 
ftanding the attachment of the colonifts to the 
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mother counUy, a repetition of ill treatmenr 
muft ultimately alienate their affcdions. I'hcy 
iiftened not to his advice. They blindly perfe- 
vered in their own fchenaes, and left to the co- 
lonifts no alternative, but oppofition or uncon- 
ditional fubmiffion. The latter accorded not 
with the principles of freedom, which they had 
been taught to revere. To the former they were 
compelled, though relu^antly, to have recourfe. 

Dr. Franklin, finding all efforts to reftore har- 
mony between Great-Britain and her colonies 
ufelefs, returned to America in the year 1775; 
}uft after the commencement of hoftilities. The 
day after his return he was elefted by the legif- 
lature of Pennfylvania a delegate to congrefi. 
Not long after his eleftion a committee was ap* 
pointed, confifting of Mr. Lynch, Mn Harrifon, 
and himfelf, to vifit the camp at Cambridge, 
and, in conjunftion with the commander in 
chief, to endeavour to convince the troops, 
whofe term of enliftment was about to expire, 
of the neccffity of their continuing in the field, 
and perfevering in the caufe of their country; 

In the fall of the fame year he vifited Canada, 
to endeavour to unite them in the common caufe 
of liberty ; but they could not be prevailed up-, 
on to oppofe the meafures of the Britifh goven^- 
ment. M. Le Roy, in a letter annexed to Abbtf 
Fauchet's eulogium of Dr. Franklin, dates that 
the ill fuccefs of this negociation was o«cafe>ncd, 
in a great degree, by religious animofities, which 
fubfifted between the Canadians and their neigh- 
bours, fome of whom had at different tim^^i 
burnt their chapels. 

When Lord Howe came to America, in 1776^ 
veftedwith power to treat with die colonifts, a 
correfpondence took place between hiin and Dr. 
Franldin, on the {ubjeft of a reconciliation. 

Dr. 
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Dr. Franklin was afterwards appointed, together 
with John Adams and Edward Rudedge, to 
wait upon the commiflioners, in order to learn 
the extent of their power. Thefe were found to 
be only to grant pardons upon fubmiilion. Thefe 
were terms whicn would not be accepted ; and 
the objed of the commiilioners could not be 
obtained. 

The momentous queftion of independence was 
fliortly after brought into view, at a time when 
the fleets and armies, which were fent to enforce 
obedience, were truly formidable. With an ar- 
my, numerous indeed, but ignorant of difcip- 
line, and entirely unfltilled in the art of war, 
without money, without a fleet, without allies, 
and witli nothing but the love of liberty to fiip- 
port them, the colonifts determined to fcparate 
from a country, from which they had experi- 
enced a repetition of injury and infult. In this 
queftion. Dr. Franklin was decidedly in favour 
of the meafure propofed, and had great influ- 
ence in bringing over others to his fentiments. 

The public mind had been pretty fully pre- 
pared for this event, by Mr. Paine*s celebrated 
pamphlet. Common Senfe. There is good reafon 
to believe that Dr. Franklin had no inconiidera- 
ble fliare, at leaft, in fiirnifliing materials for 
this work. 

In the convention which afiembled at Phila- 
delphia in 1776, for the purpofe of eftablifliing 
a. new form of government for the ftate of Penn- 
fylvania. Dr. Franklin was chofen prefident. 
The late conftitution of this ftate, which was the 
refult of their deliberations, may be confidered 
as a digeft of his principles of government. The 
finde legiflatmre, and the plui^ executive, feem 
to nave been his favourite tenets. 

In 
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In thclatter end of 177&, Dr. Franklin was 
appointed to affift in the negociations which had 
been fet on foot by Silas Deane at the court of 
France. A conviftion of the advantages of a 
commercial intercourfe with America, and a de- 
fire of weakening the Britifh empire by difmem- 
bering it, firft induced the French court to liften 
to propofals of an alliance. But tliey flbewed ra- 
ther a rduftance to the meafure, which, by Dr. 
Franklin's addrefs, and particularly by the fuc- 
cefs of the American arms againft general Bur- 
goyne, was at length overcome ; and in Februa- 
ry 1778, a treaty of alliance, ofFenfive and de- 
fenfive, was concluded ; in confequence of which 
France became involved in the war with Great- 
Britain. 

Perhaps no perfon could have been found, more 
capable of rendering effential fervices to the Uni- 
ted States at the court of France, than Dr. Frank- 
lin. He was well known as a philofophcr, and 
his charader was held in the higheft eftimation. 
He was received with the greateft marks of ref- 
peft by all the literary charafters ; and this rcf- 
peft was extended amongft all clafTes of men* 
His perfonal influence was hence very confidera- 
ble. To the effefts of this were added thofe of 
various performances which he publiflied, tend- 
ing to eftablifh the credit and charafter of the 
United States. To his exertions in this way, may, 
in no fmall degree, be afcribed the fuecefs of the 
loans negotiated in Holland and France, which 
greatly contributed to bringing the war to a hap- 
py conclufion. 

The repeated 31 fuecefs of their arms, and more 
particularly the capture of Cornwallis and his ar- 
my, at length convinced the Britiih nation of the 
impoilibility of reducing the Americans to fub- 
jeftion. The trading interefl: particularly became 
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clamorous for peace. The miniftry were unable 
longer to oppofe their wifhes. Provifional arti- 
cles of peace were agreed to, and figned at Paris 
on the 30th of November, 1782, by Dr. Frank- 
lin, Mr. Adams, Mr. Jay, and Mr. Laurens, on 
the part of the United States ; and by Mr. Of- 
wald on the part of Great-Britain. Thefe form- 
ed the bafis of the definitive treaty, which was 
concluded the 3d of September 1783, and figned 
by Dr. Franklin, Mr. Adams, and Mr. Jay, on 
the one part, and by Mr. David Hartley on the 
other. 

On the 3d of April 1783, a treaty of amity 
and commerce, between the United States and 
Sweden, was concluded at Paris, by Dr. Frank- 
lin and the Count Von Krutz. 

A fimilar treaty with Pruffia was concluded in 
1785, not long before Dr. Franklin's departure 
from Europe. 

Dr. Franklin did not fufier his political purfuits 
to engrols his whole attention. Some of his per- 
formances made their appearance in Paris. The 
objeft of thefe was generally the promotion of 
induftry and oeconomy. 

In t|ie year 1 784, when animal magnetifm made 
great noife in the world, particularly at Paris, 
it was thought a matter of fuch importance,, 
that the king appointed commiffioners to exa- 
mine into the foundation of this pretended fci- 
ence. Dr. Franklin was one of the number. Af- 
ter a fair and diligent examination, in the courfe 
of which Mefmer repeated a number of experi- 
ments, fome of which were tried upon thcmfelves, 
they determined that it was a mere trick, inten- 
ded to impofe upon the ignorant and credulous 
— Mefmer was thus interrupted in his career to 
wealth and fame, and a mofl: infolent attempt to 
impofe upon the human underftanding baiSled. 

The 
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The important ends of Dr. Franklin^s miffioa 
being completed by the eftablifliment of Anieri* 
can independence, and the infirmities of age and* 
difeafe coming upon him, he became defirous of 
returning to' his native country. Upon applica- 
tion to congrefs to be recalled, Mr. JeflFerfon wai 
appointed to fucceed him, in 1785. Sometime 
in September of the fame year. Dr. Franklin ar- 
rived in Philadelphia. He was fliortly after cho- 
fen member of the fupreme executive council for 
the city ; and foon after was eleftcd preftdent of 
the fame. 

^^ When a convention was called to meet in Phi- 
ladelphia, in 178^) for the purpofe of giving 
more energy to the government of the union, by 
revifing and amending the articles of confedera- 
tion. Dr. Franklin was appointed a delegate from 
the State of Pennfylvania. He figned the confti- 
tution which they propofed for the union, and 
gave it the mod unequivocal marks of his ap- 
probation. 

Afociety for political enquiries, of which\Dr. 
Franklin was prefident, was eftabliflied about this 
pieriod. The meetings were held at his houfe. 
Two or three effays read in this fociety were pub- 
liflied. It did not long continue. 

In the year 1787, two focieties were eftabliflied 
in Philadelphia, founded in the principles of the 
nioft liberal and refined humanity — The Philadel^ 
pjj'ia Society for alleviating the 7niferies of public pri* 
fons ; and. the Pennfyhania Society for promoeing the 
abolition of Jlavery^ the relief of free negroes unlaw* 
fully held in bondage^ and the improvement of the 
condition of the African race. Of each of thefe Dr. 
Franklin was prefident. The labours of thefe bo- 
dies have been crowned with great fuecefs ; and 
they continue to profccute, with unwearied di- . 
ligence, the laudable defigns for which they were 
eftabliflied. 

L Dr. 
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Dr. Franklin's increafing infirmities prevented 
his regular attendance at the council-chaniber ^ 
and, in 1788, he retired wholly from public life. 

His conftitution had been a remarlcibly good 
one. He had been Hide (bbjed to di&afe, excepC 
an attack of the gout occafionally, until about 
the year 1781, when he was firft attacked with 
fymptoms of the calculous complaint, which con- 
tii^ued during his life. During the intervals of 
pain from this grievous difeafe, he ^nt many 
chcarful hours, converfing in the moft agreeable 
and inftruftivc manner. His faculties were en- 
tirely unimpaired, even to the hour of his death. 
' His name, as prefident of the Abolition Socie- 
ty, wafc ligned to the memorial prefented to the 
HoUfe of Reprefcntatives of the United States, 
on the 1 2th of February 1789, praying them to 
exert the full extent of power vefted in them by 
the conftitution, in difcouraging the traffic of the 
human fpecies. This was his laft public aA. In 
the debates to which this memorial gave rife, fc- 
veral attempts were made to juftify the trade. 
In the Federal Gazette of March 25th there ap* 
peared ah eflay, iigned Hiftoricus^ written- by Di*. 
Franklin, in which he communicated a fpeech,- 
faid to have been delivered in the Divan of Al- 
giers in 1687, in oppofition to the prayer of the 
petition of a feft called Erika^ or purifts, for the 
abolition of piracy and flavery. This pretended 
African fpeech was an excellent parody of one 
delivered by Mr. Jackfon of Georgia. All the 
arguments urged in favotir of negro flavery, are 
applied with equal force to juftify the plundering 
and enflaving of Europeans. It affords, at the 
fame time, a dcmonftration of the futility of the 
arguitients in defence of the flave trade, and of 
the ftrength of mind and ingenuity of the author, 
at his advanced period of life. It furniflied too 
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a no lt& convincing proof of his power of imi* 
tatiog the iiyle of other timts and natiend, thaa 
his celebrated parable againfi perfacntion. And 
as the latter led many perfoaa to fearcb the fcrip« 
tures tvith a view to find it, fo the former cau- 
fed many perfons to fearch the book-fiores and 
librarieSyHFor the work from whic& it ^as £ud to 
ht extra^ed *. 

In the beginning of April following, he was 
attacked with a fever and complaint of his breaft, 
virhich terminated his exiftence. The foUbwing 
aiccount of his laft illnefs was written by his friend 
and Phyfician, Dr, Jones. 

" The ftone, with which he had been afflifled 
for feveral years, had for the lafl twelve months 
confined him chiefly to his bed ; and during the 
extreme painful paroxyfms, he was obliged to 
take hxQc dofes of laudanum to mktgate nk tor- 
tures— Sill, in the intervals of pain, he not only 
atnufed himfelf with reading ana converfing cheer- 
fully with his family, and a few friends who vi- 
fited him, but was often employed iu doing bu-> 
fincfs bf a public as well as private nature, with 
various perfons who waited on him for that piif- 
pofe ; and in every inftance difplayed, not only 
that readiiiefs, and difpofition of doing good, 
which was the diflinguilhing charaderiftic of his 
life, but the fuUeft and cfeareft poflelfion of his 
i;^ncommon mental abilities^ andnotunfrequent- 
ly indulged himfelf in tihofe jeux d*effrit and en- 
tertaining anecdote, which were the delight of 
all who heard hintr. 

" About fixteeh days before his death, heipD^as 
feized with a feverifh indifpofition, without any 
particular fymptoms attending it, till the thii^d oi* 
fourth day, when he complained of a paiii in the 
left breafl, which increafed till it becaniie extreme- 

^ This fpeech will be found among the Effiiy^. 
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ly acute, attended ^itha cough and laborious 
breathing. During this flate, when the feverity 
of his pains fometimes drew forth a groan of com- 
plaint, he would obfervc— that he was afraid he 
did not bear them as he ought — acknowledged 
his grateful fenfe of the many bleflings he had re- 
ceived from that Supreme Being, who had raifed 
him from fniall and low beginnings to fuch high 
rank and conCderation among men — and made 
no doubt bnt his prefent afflicHons were kindly 
intended to wean him from a world, in which he 
was no longer fit to aft the part afugned him. 
In this frame of body and mind he continued till 
five days before his death, when his pain and 
difficulty of breathing entirely left him, and his 
family were flattering themfelves with the hopes 
of his recovery, when an impofthumation, which 
had formed itfelf in his lungs, fuddcnly burft, and 
difcharged a great quantity of matter, which he 
continued to throw up while he had fufficient 
ftrength to do it, but, as that failed, the organs 
of refpiration became gradually oppreffed — a calm 

lethargic ftate fucceeded and, on the 17th of 

April 1790, about eleven o'clock at night, he 
quietly expired, clofing a long and ufeful life of 
eighty -four years and three months. 

" It may not be amifs to add to the above ac- 
count, that Dr. Franklin, in the year 1735, had 
a fevere pleurify, which terminated in an abfcefe 
of the left lobe of his lungs, and he was then al- 
moft fuflfocated with the quantity and fuddennels 
of the difcharge. A fecond attack of a fimilar 
nature happened fome years after this, from 
which he foon recovered, and did not appear to 
fuft'er any inconvenience in his refpiration fron^ 
thcfe difeafes." 
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The following epitaph on himfelf, was writ- 
fcen by him in^ny year^ previous to l^is dcafh ; 

THE pobY 

of 

Benjamin Franklin, Printer, 

(Like the cover of an old book. 

Its contents torn out, 

And ftript of its lettering and gilding) 

Lies l:Lere» foofi for worms ; 

Yet the work itfelf fliall not he loft, 

For it wiir(as he believed) appear once more. 

In a new 

And more beautiful edition, 

Corre^led and amended 

by 

The Author. 



Extracts from the laji Will and Tejiament of 
Dr. Franklin. 

WITH regard to my books, thofe I had in 
France, and thofe I left in Philadelphia, being 
now affembled together here, and a catalogue 
made of them, it is my intention to difpofe of 
the fame as follows : 

My hiftory of the Academy of Sciences, in fix- 
ty or feventy volumes quarto, I give to the phi- 
lofophical fociety of Philadelphia, of which I have 
the honom' to be prefident. My coHedion in fo- 
lio of Les Arts & les Metiers ^ I ^ve to the Ame- 
rican philofophical fociety, eftabliflied in New 
England, of which I am a member. My quarto 
edition of the fame Arts &f Metiers^ I give to the 
library company of Philadelphia. Such and fo 
many of my books as I fliall mark, in the faid 
catalogue, with the name of my grandfon Ben- 
jamin Franklin Bache, I do hereby give to him : 
and fuch and fo many of my boo^;^ as I fliali 

mark 
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mark in the faid catalogue with the name of my 
grandfon William Bache, I do hereby give to 
him : and fuch as fhall be marked with the name 
of Jonathan Williams, I hereby give to my cou- 
fin of that name. The reiidue and remainder of 
all my books, manufcripts and papers, I do give 
to my grandfon William Temple Franklin. My 
fliare in the library company of Philadelphia I 
give to my grandfon Benjamin FrankHn Bache, 
confiding that he will permit his brothers and 
fifters to fliare in the ufe of it. 

I was born in Bofton, New England, and owe 
my firft inftruftions in literature to the free gram- 
mar-fchools cflabliihed there. I therefore give 
one hundred pounds fterling to my executors, to 
be by them, the furvivors or furvivor of them, 
paid over to the managers of the free fchools in 
my native town of Bofton, to be by them, or the 
pcrfon or perfons who fliall have the fuperinten- 
dence and management of the faid fchools, put 
opt to intereft, and fo continued at intereft for 
ever ; which intereft annually Ihall be laid out in 
iilver medals, and given as honorary rewards an- 
nually by the diredors of the faid free fchools, for 
the encouragement of fcholarihip in the faid 
fchools, belonging to the faid town, in fuch man^ 
ner as to the difcretion of the feled men of the 
faid town fhall feem meet. > : 

Out of ihe falary that may remain due to me, 
a5 prefident of the ftate, I give the fum of two 
tboufand pounds to my executors, to be by them, 
the furvivors or furvivor of them, paid over to 
fuch perfon or perfons ^s the legiflature of this 
^ate, by an aft oTalTembly, fhall appoint to re- 
ceive the fame, in truft, to be employed for ma- 
king the Schuylkil navigable. 

During the number of years I was in bufinefs 
as a ftationer, printer, and poft-mafter, a great 

many 
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many fniiall fums became due to me, for books, 
advertifements, poftage of letters, and other mat- 
ters, which were not collefted, when, in 1757, 
1 W2^ fent by the affembly to England as their 
agent — and, by fubfequent appointments, conti- 
nued there till 1775 — when, on my return, I was 
immediately engaged in the affairs of congrefs, 
and fent to France in 1776, where I remained 
nine years, not returning till 1 785 ; and the faid 
debts not being demanded in fuch ^ length of 
.time, are become in a manner obfolete, yet are 
neverthelefs juftiy due. — Thefe, as they are ftated 
in my great folio leger, E, I bequeath to the con- 
tributors of the Pennfylvania hofpital ; hoping 
that thofe debtors, and the defcendants of fuch 
as are dece^ifed, who now, as I find, make fome 
difficulty of fatisfying fuch antiquated demands 
;is juft debts, <may however be induced to pay or 
give them as charity to that excellent inftitution. 
1 am fenfible that touch muft inevitably be loft ; 
but I hope fomethjing confiderable may be reco- 
vered. It is poffible too that fome of the parties 
charged may have exifting old unfettled accounts 
againft me : in whicli'x:afe the managers of the 
faid hofpital wi^ allow and deduft the amount, 
or pay the balance, if they find it againft me. 

I requcft my friends Henry Hill, Efq. John Jay, 
Efq. Francis Hopkinfon, Efq.'^nd Mr. Edward 
Dutfield, of Bonfidld, in Phihdelphia county, to 
be the executors of this my laft will and tefta- 
i^ent, and I hereby nominate and appoint them 
for that purpofe. 

I would have my body buried with as little ex- 
pence or ceremony as may be. 
Philadelphia, July iq^ 1788, 

Codicil. 
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Codicil. 

I Benjamin Franklin, in the foregoing or an- 
nexed laft will and tcftament, having further con- 
fidercd the fame, do think proper to make and 
publifti the following codicil, or addition thereto: 

It having long been a fixed political opinion of 
mine, that in a democratical ftatc tliere ought to 
be no offices of profit, for the reafons I had given 
in an article of my drawing in our conftitution, 
it was my intention, when I accepted the office 
of prefident, to devote the appointed falary to 
fome public ufe : Accordingly I had already, be- 
fore I made my laft will, in July laft, given large 
fums of it to colleges, fchools, building of churches, 
&c. ; and in that will I bequeathed two thou- 
fand pounds more to the ft^ite, for the purpofe of 
making the Skuylkil navigable ; but underftand- 
ing fince, that fuch a fum will do but little to- 
wards accomplifhing fuch a work, and that the 
projeft is not likely to be undertaken for many 
years to come — and having entertained another 
idea, which I hope may be more extenfively ufe- 
ful, I do hereby revoke and annul the bequeft, 
and dire£t that the certificates I have for what re- 
mains due to me of that falary, be fold towards 
raifing the fum of two thoufand pounds fterling, 
to be difpofed of as I am now about to order. 

It has been an opinion, that he who receives 
an eftate from his anceftors, is under fome obli- 
gation to tranfmii the fame to pofterity. This 
obligation lies not on me, who never inherited 
a {lulling from any anceftor or relation. I fliall, 
however, if it is not diminifliedby fome accident 
before my death, leave a confiderable eftate among 
my defcendants and relations. The above ob- 
fervation is made merely as fome apology to my 
family, for my making bequefts that do not ap- 
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pear to have any immediate relation to their ad- 
vantage. 

I was born in Bofton, New-England, and owe 
my firft inftruftions in literature to the free gram- 
mar-fchools eftablilhed there. I have therefore 
confidered thofe fchools in my will. 

But I ani alfo under obligations to the ftate of 
Maffachufetts, for having, unafked, appointed 
me formerly their agent, with a handfojne falary, 
which continued fonie years : and although I ac- 
cidentally loft in their fervice, by tranfmitting 
governor Hutchinfon's letters, much more than 
the amount of what they gave me, I do not thinljc 
that ought in the leaft to diminilh my gratitude. 
I have confidered that, among artifans, good ap- 
prentices are moft likely to make good citizens ; 
and having myfelf been bred to a manual art, 
printing, in my native town, and afterwards affift- 
ed to fet up my bufinefs in Philadelphia by kind 
loans of money from two frien4s there, \vhich 
was the foundation of my fortune, and of all the 
utility in life that may be afcribed to me — I w ifli 
to be ufeful even after my death, if poffible, in 
forming and advancing other young men, that 
may be ferviceable to their country in both thefe 
towns. 

To this end 1 4evote two thoufand pounds fter- 
ling, which I give, one thoufand thereof to the 
inhabitants of the town of Bofton, in Maffachu- 
fetts, and tlie other thoufand to the inhabitants 
of the city of Philadelphia, in truft, to and for 
the ufes, intents, and purpofes, herein after men- 
tioned and declared. 

The faid fum of one thoufand pounds fterliqg, 
if accepted by the inhabitants of the town of 
Bofton, fliall be managed under the direction of 
the feleft men, united with the minifters of the 
oideft epifcopalian, congregational, and prefby- 
^ terian 
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terian churches in that town, who are to let out 
the fame upon intereft at five per cent, per annum, 
to fuch young married artificers, under the age 
of twenty-five years, as have ferved an appren- 
ticefhip in the iaid town, and faithfully fulfilled 
the duties required in their indentures, fo as to 
obtain a good moral character from at lead two 
refpeftable citizens, who are willing to become 
fureties in a bond, with the applicants, for the 
repayment of the money fo lent, with intereft, 
according to the terms herein after prcfcribcd ; 
all which bonds are to be taken for Spaniih milled 
dollars, or the value thereof in current gold coin: 
and the manager fhall keep a bound book, or 
books, wherein fliall be entered the names of thofc 
who (hall apply for, and receive the benefit of 
this inftitution, and of their fureties, together 
with the fums lent, the dates, and other necefla- 
ry an J proper records, refpcfting the bufinefs and 
concerns of this inflitution : and as thefe loans 
are intended to affift young married artificers in 
fetting up their bufinefs, they are to be proporti- 
oned by the difcretion of the managers, fo as not 
to exceed fixty pounds fterling to one perfon, 
nor to be Icfs tiian fifteen pounds. 

And if the number of appliers fo entitled fhould 
be fo large as that the fum will not fufiice to 
afford to each as niuch as might otherwife not be 
improper, the proportion to each flxall be dimi- 
nilhed, fo as to afford to every one fome affift. 
ancc. 1 hefe aids may therefore be fmall at fiift, 
but as the capital increafes by the accumulated 
intereft, they will be more ample. And in order 
to ferve as many as poffible in their turn, as well 
as to make the repayment of the principal bor- 
rowed more eafy, each borrower fliall be obliged 
to pay with the yearly intereft one tenth part of 
the principal ; which fums of principal and inte- 
reft 
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ftSt £q paid in, {hall be again let out to frelh bor- 
rowers. And it is prefumcd, that there will be 
always found in Bofion virtuous and benevolent 
citizens, willing to beftow a part of their time in 
^ 4oing good to the riiing generation, by fuperin- 
tending and managing this inflitution gratis ; it 
is hoped that no part of the money will at any 
time lie dead, or be diverted to other purpofes, 
imt be continually augmenting by the interdS:, 
in which there may in time be more than the oc- 
cafion in Bofton fiiall require: and then fome 
jnay be fpared to the neighbouring or other towns . 
in the £ud fiate of Maflachufetts, which may d&- 
ire to have it, fuch towns engaging to pay 
punftually the intereft, and the proportions of 
the principal annually to the inhabitants of the 
town of Bofion. - {f this plan is executed, and 
iucceeds, as projefted, without interruption for 
one hundred years, the fum will be then one hup-' 
dred and thirty-one thoufand pounds; of which 
1 would have the managers of the donation to the 
town of Bofion then lay out, at their difcretion, 
one hundred thoufand pounds in public works, 
V'hich may be judged of moft general utility to 
the inhabitants ; fuch as fortifications, bridges, 
aqueduAs, public buildings, baths, pavements, 
or whatever may make living in the town more 
convenient to its people, and render it more 
agreeable to firangers reforting thither for health, 
or a temporary refidence. The remaining thirty- 
one thouland pounds I would have continued to 
be let out to intereft, in the manner above direft- 
cd, for one hundred years ; as I hope it will have 
been found'that the inftitution has had a good 
effeft on the conduft of youth, and been of fer- 
vice to many worthy charaders and ufefiil citi- 
zens. At the end of this fecond term, if no un- 
fortunate accident has prevented the operation, 
. ... : . ; ' the 
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the Aim will be four millions and fixty-onc 
thoufand pounds fterling ; of which 1 leave one 
million and fixty-one thoufand pounds to the 
ilifpofition and management of the inhabitants 
of the town of Botton, and the three millions 
to the diljjofition of the government of the ftate ; 
not prefuming to carry my views farther. 

All the dircclions herein given rcfpecling the 
difpofition and management of the donation to 
the inhabitants of Bofton, I would have obferved 
rcfpcding that to the inhabitants of Philadelphia ; 
only, a:i Philadelphia is incorporated, I requeft 
ihc corporation of that city to undertake the 
management, agreeable to the faid directions : 
and 1 do hereby vcft them with full and ample 
jiowcrs for that purpofc. And having confidered 
that the covering its ground-plat with buildings 
and pavements, which caiTy olfmoft rain, and 
prevent its foaking into the earth and renewing 
and purifying the fprings whence tlie water of 
-the wells muft gradually grow worfe, and in time 
be unfit for ufe, as I find has happened in all old 
.cities; I recommend, that, at the end of the firft 
Jumdred.years, if not done before, the corporation 
.of the city employ a part of the hundred thoufand 
pounds in biinging by pipes the water of Wifla- 
hickoncreck into the town, fo as to fupply the 
inhabitants, which I apprehend may be done 
without great difficulty, the level of that creek 
being much above that of the city, and may be 
made higher by a dam. I alfo recommend 
making the Skuylkil completely navigable. At 
the end of the fecond hundred years, I would 
Inve tlie difpofition of the four millions and 
iixtyone thoufand pounds divided between the 
inhabitants of the city of Philadelphia and the 
governmcrit of Pennfylvania, in the fame manner 
as herein direcVed with rcfped: to that of the 

inhabitants 
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inhabitants of Bofton and the government of 
Maflachufetts. It i& my defire that this inllitution 
ihould take place, and begin to operate within one 
yeai: after my deceafe ; for which purpofe due 
notice fliould be publicly given previous to the 
expiration ' of that year, that thofe for whofe 
benefit this eftablifliment is intended may make 
their refpeftive applications : and I hereby direft 
my executors, the furvivors and furvivor of 
them, within fix months after my deceafe to pay 
over the faid fum of two thoufand pounds fter- 
ling to fuch perfons as fhall be duly appointed 
by the felcft men of Bofton and the corporation 
of Philadelphia, to receive and take charge of 
their refpe^live fums of one thoufand pounds 
each for the purpofes aforefaid. Confidering the 
accidents to which all human affairs and projefts 
are fubjeft in fuch a length of tiitie, I have 
perhaps too much flattered myfelf with a vain 
fancy, that thefe difpofitions, if carried into exe- 
cution, will be continued without interruption, 
and have the effefts propofed : I hope however, 
that, if the inhabitants of the two cities Ihould 
not think fit to undertake the execution, they 
will at leaft accept the offer of thefe donations, as 
a mark of my good will, token of my gratitude, 
and teftimony of my defire to be ufeful to them 
even after my departure. I wifh, indeed, that 
they may both undertake to endeavour the 
execution of my projeft, becaufe I think, that, 
though unforefeen difficulties may arife, ex- 
pedients will be found to remove them, and the 
fcheme be found pradicable. If one of them 
accepts the money with the conditions, and the 
other refufes, my will then is, that both fums be 
given to the inhabitants of the city accepting ; 
the whole to be applied to" the fame purpofes, and 
under the fame regulations direfted for the fepa- 

rate* 
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nte parts ; and if both refiife, the money re- 
jnafin of conrfe in (he mafe of my eftate, and 
it is to be difpofed of therewith, according to 
my ^ill made the feventeex^th day of July 
1788. 

My fine crab-trte walking-ftick, with a gold 
head curioufly wrought in the form of the cap 
6f Liberty, 1 gave to my friend and the friend- 
of mankind, General Wafhington. If it were 
a fceptre, he has merited it, and wouki become 
it. 
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HUMOROUS, MORAL, ani> LITERARY, 8^c. 



ON EARLY MARRIAGES. 
1^0 JOHN ALLEYNE, ESQfc 
DEAR JACK, 

jL O U defire, you fay, my impartial thoughts 
on the fabjeft of an early marriage, by way of 
anfwer to the numberlefs objediions that have 
been mack by numerous perfons to your own^ 
You may remember, when you confulted me 
on the occafion, that I thought youth on both 
fides to be no objedion. Indeed, from the^ 
marriages that have fallen under my obferva- 
tion, I am rather inclined to think, that early- 
ones Hand the beft chance of happinefs. The 
temper and habits of the young are not yet 
become fo ftifF and uncomplying, as when more 
advanced in life; they form more eafily to each 
other, and hence many occafions of difguft arc 
removed. And if youth has lefs of that pru*. 
dence which is neceffary to manage a family, yet 
the parents and elder friends of young married 
perfons are generally at hand to afford their ad- 
vice, which amply fupplies that defeft ; and by 
early marriage, youth is fooner formed to regu- 
lar 
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lar and ufcful life ; and poflibly fomc of thofe 
accidents or conncclibns, that might have in- 
jured the cohftitiitioft, or reputation, or both, 
are thereby happily prevented. Particular cir- 
cumftances of particular perfons, may poflibly 
fbmetimes make it prudent to delay entering 
into that ttate ; but in general, when nature has 
rendered our bodies fit fc)r it, the prefumption is 
in nature's favour, that flie has not judged amifs 
in making us defire it. Late marriages are often 
attended, too, with this further inconvenience, 
that there is not the fame chance that the parents 
fhall live to fee their oflspring educated. *' Late 
children," fays the Spanifli proverb, '' are early 
*• orphans." A melancholy reflection to thoie 
whofe cafe it may be ! With us in America, mar- 
riages are generally in the morning of life ; our 
children are therefore educated and fettled in the 
world by noon ; and thus, our bufinefs being 
done, we have an afternoon and evening of 
cheerful Icifure to ourfelves, fuch as our friend 
at prefent enjoys. By thcfc early marriages we 
arc bleflcd with more children ; and from the 
mode among us, founded by nature, of every 
mother luckling and nurling her own child, more 
of them arc raifed. Thence the fwift progrefe 
of population among u$, iinpafalleled in Europe. 
In fine, I am glad you are married, and congra- 
tulate you moll cordially upon it. You are now 
in the way of becoming a ufeful citizen ; and 
you have efcapcd the unnatural ftate of celibacy 
for life — the fate of many here, who never in- 
tended it, but who having too long poftponed 
the change of their condition, find, at length, 
that it is too late £o think of it, and fo live all 
their lives in a fituation that greatly leflens 3 
man's value. An odd volume of a fet of books^ 
bears not the value of its proportion to the fet : 

what 
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what think you of the odd half of a pair of 
fciffars ? it can't well cut any thing j it may pof- 
fibly ferve to fcrape a trencher. 

Fray make my compliments and befV wifhes 
acceptable to your bride. I am old and heavy, 
or I ihould ere this have prefented them in per- 
fon. I ihall make but fmall ufe of the old man's 
privilege, that of giving advice to younger 
friends. Treat your wife always with refped j 
it will procure refpeft to you, not only from 
her, but from all that obferve it. Never ufe a 
flighting expreflion to her, even in jeft; for 
flights m jeft, after frequent bandyings, are apt 
to end in angry eameff. Be ftudibus in your 
profeflion, and you will be learned. Be induf- 
trious and frugal, and you will be rich. Be 
foberand temperate, and you will be healthy. 
Be in general virtuous, and you will be happy. 
At lem, you will, by fuch conduft, ftand the 
beft chance for fuch confequences. I pray God 
to blef$ you both ! being ever your afibaionate 
friend, 

B. FRANKLIN. 
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ON THE DEATrt OF HIS BROTHER, 
Mr. JOHN FRANKLIN. 

TO MISS HUBBARD. 

I CONDOLE With you. We have loft ^ 
ihofi dear and valuable relation. But it is the 
will of God and nature, that thefe mortal bodies 
be laid afide, when the foul is to enter into real 
life. This is rather an embryo {late, a prepara- 
tion for living. A man is not completely born 
until he be dead. Why then fliould we grieve 
that a new child is born among the immortals, 
a new member added to their happy fociety ? 
We are fpirits. That bodies fliould be lent us, 
while they can afford us pleafure, affift us in ac- 
quiring knowledge, or doing good to our fellow- 
creatures, is a kind and benevolent aft of God^ 
When they become unfit for thefe purpofes, and 
afford us pain inftead of pleafure, inftead of an 
aid become an incumbrance, and anfwer none of 
the intentions for which they were given, it is 
equally kind and benevolent that a way is pro- 
vided by which we may get rid of them. Death 
is that way. We ourfelves, in fome cafes, pru- 
dently choofe a partial death. A mangled pain- 
ful limb, which cannot be reft ored, we willingly 
cut off. He who plucks out a tooth, parts with 
it freely, fince the pain goes with it: and he 
who quits the whole body, parts at once with 
all pains, and poflibilities of pains and difeafes, 
it was liable to, or capable of making him fuffer. 

Our 
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Our friend and we were invited abroad on a 
party of pleafure, which is to laft for ever. His 
chair was ready firft j and he is gone before us. 
We could not all conveniently ftart together : 
and why fliould you and I be grieved at this, 
fincc we are fooni to follow, and know Where to 
find him ? 

Adieu> 

B. FRANKLIN. 
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TO THI LA1% 



DOCTOR MATHER OF BOSTON- 



REV. SIR, 

1 RECEIVED your kind letter, with your 
cxccllenb advice to the people of the United 
States, which I' read with great pleafure, and 
hope it wilt be duly regarded. Such writings, 
though they may be lightly paflfed over by many 
readers, yety i£ they make a deep impreifion on 
one aflive mind in a; hundred, th& dOfeds may- 
be confidcrable.. 

Permit me to mention- one little inftance,. 
which, though it relates to myfelf, will not be 
quite uninterefting to yau* When I was a boy, 
I met with a book entitled ^ Effays to do good,** 
which I think was written^ by your fathi^r. It 
had been fo little regarded by a former poffeflbr, 
that feveral leaves of it were torn out ; but the 
remainder gave me fuch a turn of thinking, as 
to have an influence on my conduft through 
life : for I have always fet a greater value on 
the charaQ:er of a doer of good, than any other 
kind of reputation ; and if I have been, as you 
feem to think, a ufcful citizen, the public owes 
the advantage of it to that book. 

You mention your being in your feventy- 
erghth year. I am in my leventy-ninth. We 
are grown old together. It is now more than 
fixty years fince I left Bofton j but I remember 
well both your father and grandfather, having 
heard them both in the pulpit, and feen them 
^jbtheii;iiouias«.. The laft time I faw your father 

was 
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was in the besinning of 1724, when I yifited 
him after my nrft trip to Pennfylvania. He re- 
ceived me in his library; and on my taking 
leave, fhewed me a Ihorter way out of the 
houfe, through a narrow paffage, which was 
croffed by a beam overhead. We were ftill 
talking as I withdrew, he accompanying me be- 
hind, and I turning partly towards him, when 
he faid haftily, " Stoop, Stoop !" I did not 
underftand him till I felt my head hit againft 
the beam. He was a man who never miffed 
any occafion of giving inftraftion ; and upon 
this he faid to me : " Yoli are young, and have 
" the world before you : ftoop as you go through 
'^ it, and you will raife matiy hard thumps." 
This advice, thus beat into my heart, has fre- 
quently been of ufe to me ; and I often think 
of it, when I fee pride mortified, and misfor- 
tunes brought upon people by their carrying 
their heads too high. 

I long much to fee again my native place ; 
and once hoped to lay my bones there. I left it 
in 1723. I vifited it in 1733, ^743^ 1753^ and 
1763; and in 1773 I was in England. In 1775 
I had a fight of it, but could not enter, it being 
in poffeffion of the enemy. I did hope to have 
been there in 1783, but could not obtain my 
difmiflion from this employment here; and 
now I fear I fliall never have that happinefe: 
My bcft wifhes however attend my dear coun- 
try, " cjio perpetua.^^ It is now blefled with an 
excellent conftitution : may it laft for ever ! 

This powerful monarchy continues its friend- 
fliip for the United States. It is a friendChip of 
the utmofl: importance to our fecurity, and 
Ihould be carefully cultivated. Britain has not 
yet well digcfted the lofs of its dominion over 
us ; and has ftill at times fome flattering hopes 

of 
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of recovering it. Accidents may increafc thofe 
hopes, and encourage dangerous attempts. A 
breach between us and France would infallibly 
bring the Englifh again upon our backs : and yet 
we have fome wild beafts among our countrymen, 
who are endeavouring to weaken that connexion. 
Let us preferve our reputation, by performing 
our engagements ; our credit, by fulfilling our 
contrafts ; and our friends, by gratitude and 
kindnefs : for we know not how foon we may 
have occafion for all of them. 

With great and fincere efteem, 

I have the honour to be. 

Reverend Sir, 

Your moft obedient and 

pioft humble fervant, 

PAs»r,^Mayi2, ^ B.FRANKLIN- 
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THE WHISTLE: 
A TRUE STORY. 

WRITTEN TO HIS NEPHEW. 

vVhEN I was a child, at feven years old, my 
friends, on a holiday, filled my pocket with 
coppers. I went direftly to a mop where they 
fold toys for children ; and being charmed witn 
the {ound of 2i whi^kj that I met by the way in 
the hands of another boy, I voluntarily offered 
him all my money for one. I then came home, 
and went whittling all over the houfe, much 
pleafed with my whijile, but difturbing all the 
family. My brothers, and fillers, and coufin^i, 
underftanding the bargain I had made, told me 
i had given four times as much for it as it was 
worth. This put me in mind what good things 
I might have bought with the reft of the mo- 
ney y and they laughed at me fo much for my 
folly, that I cried with vexation; aad the re- 
flection gave me more chagrin than the whijlle 
gave me pleafure. 

This however \^as afterwards of ufe to me, 
the impreflion continuing on my mind ; fo that 
often, when I was tempted to buy fome unne- 
ceffary thing, I faid to myfelf BorCi give too much 
for the whi/tle ; and fo I faved my money. 

As I grew up, came into the world, and 
obferved the aftions of men, I thought I met 
with many, very many, who gave too much for 
the whijile. 

When I faw any one too ambitious of court 
favours, facrificing his time in attendance on 

levees^ 
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Icvccs, his rq)ofe, his liberty, his virtue, and 
perhaps his friends, to attain it, I have faid to 
xnyfelf. This man gives too much for his whijile. 

When I faw another fond of popularity, 
conftantly employing himfclf in political buftles, 
neglefting his own aflairs, and ruining thenri by 
that negled : He pays^ indeed fays I, too much for 
bis whijtle. 

If I knew a mifer, who gave up every kind of 
comfortable living, all the pleafure of doing 
good to others, all the efteem of his fellow-citi* 
xens, and the joys of benevolent fpendfhip, for 
the fake of accumulating wealth ; Poor man^ fays 
l^you do indeed pay too much for your vbijlle. 

When I meet a man of pleafure, iacrificing 
every laudable improvement of the mind, or of 
his fortune, to mere corporeal fenfations ; 
Mtjiaken man^ fays \^you are providing pain for 
yourfelf injlead of pleafure: you give too much for 
your whijile. 

If I fee one fond of fine clothes, fine ftirniture, 
fine equipages, all above his fortune, for which 
he contrads debts, and ends his career in prifon ; 
Alas^ fays I, be has paid dear^ very dear^ for his 
nvhijile. 

When I fee a beautiful, fweet-tempered girl 
married td an ill-natured brute of a hufband : , 
What a pity it is^ fays I, that/he has paidfo much for 
a whiflle ! 

In fliort, I conceived tliat great part of the 
miferies of mankind were brought upon them 
by the falfe eftimates they had made of^the value 
of things, and by their giving too much for their 
ivhtjtles. 
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A PETITION 



VO 7H0SE HTHO ^ATE rHE SUPEEIXTENDEXCT OF 
EDUCAriOH. 



I ADD jflESS myfdlf tp ftll the friends of youth, 
ap4 conjure them to direft their compamonate 
jegard to my iinh^ippy fate, in order to remove 
the prejudices of which I am the viflim. There 
are twm fifters of UjS : and the two eyes of man 
do not more refemble, nor are capable of being 
upon better tef^ls with each other, than my 
fitter and myfelf , were it not for the partiality 
of our parents, wlio make the moil injurious 
diftindions between us. From my inrancy, I 
have been led to confider my fifter as a being 
of a more elevated rank. I was fuffered to grow 
up without the lead inftrudHon, while nothing 
was fpared in her education. She had matters 
to teach her writing, drawing, mufic, and other 
accompliihments ; but if by chance I touched a 
pencil, a pen, or a needle, I was bitterly rebuked : 
and more than once I have been beaten for being 
aukward, and wanting a graceful manner. It 
is true, my fitter aflbciated me with her upon 
ifome occaiions ; but flie always made a point of 
taking the lead, calling upon me only from 
heceffity, or to figure by her fide. 

But conceive "not. Sirs, that my complaints 
are inttigated merely by vanity — No ; my unea- 
finefs is occafioned by an objed much more 
ierious. It is the praftice in our family, 
that the whole bufinefs of providing for its 
fubfiftence falls upon my fifter and rayfelf. It 

any 
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any indifpofition fhould attack my filler — and I 
mention it in confidence, upon this occafion, 
that Ihe is fubjeft to the gout, the rheumatifin, 
and cramp, without making mention of other 
accidents — ^what would be the fate of oiu* poor 
family ? Muft not the regret of our parents be 
cxceflive, at having placed fo great a difference 
between fitters who are fo perfectly equal ? Alas ! 
we muft perifli from diftrefs : for it would not 
be in my power to fcrawl a fuppliant petition 
for relief, having been obliged to employ the 
hand of another in tranfcribing the requeft which 
I have now the honour to prefer to you. 

Condefcend, Sirs, to make my parents fenfible 
of the mjuftice of an exclufive tendernefs, and 
of the neceflity of difliributing their care and afFec^ 
tion among all their children equally. 

I am, with a profound refpeft. 

Sirs, 

Your obedient fervant, 

THE LEFT HAND 
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THE 

HANDSOME AND DEFORMED LEG. 

X HERE are two forts of people in the world, 
who, with equal degrees of health and wealth, 
and the other comforts of life, become, the one 
happy, and the other miferable. This arifes very 
much from the diflFerent views in which they con- 
fider things, perfons, and events ; and the eflFeft 
of thofe different views upon their own minds. 

In whatever fituation men can be placed, they 
may find conveniencies and inconveniencies : in 
whatever company, they may find perfons and 
converfation more or lefe pleafing : at whatever 
table, they may meet with meats and drinks of 
better and worfe tafte, difhes better and worfc 
dreffed : in whatever climate, they will find good 
and bad weather : under whatever government, 
they may find good and bad laws, and j^ood and 
bad adminiftration of thofe laws : in whatever 
poem, or work of genius, they may fee faults and 
beauties : in almofi every face, and every perfon 
they may difcover fine features and defeds, good 
and bad qualities. 

Under thefe circumftances, the two forts of 
people above mentioned fix their attention, thofe 
who are difpofed to be happy, on the conveni- 
ences of things, the pleafant parts of converfation, 
the well drefled diflies, the goodnefs of the wines, 
the fine weather, &c, and enjoy all with chear- 
fullnefs. Thofe who are to be unhappy, think 
and fpeak only of the contraries. Hence they 
are continually difcontented themfelves, and, by 
their remarks, four the pleafures of fociety ; offend 
'. . perfonally 
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perfonally many people^ and make themfelves 
every where dilagreeable. If this turn of mind 
was founded in nature, fuch unhappy perfons 
would be the more to be pitied. But as the dif- 

Eofition to criticife, and to be difguftcd, is, per- 
aps, taken up originally by imitation, «^d is, 
unawares, grown into a habit, which, though at 
prefent ftrong, may nevcrthelefs be cured, when 
thofe who have it are convinced of its bad efieds 
on their felicity ; I hope this little admonition 
may be of fervice to them, and put them on 
changing a habit, w*hich, though in the ezercife 
it is chid3y an act of imagination, yet has ferious 
confequeilces in life, as it brings on real griefs 
and misfortunes. For as many are offended by, 
and nobody loves, this fort of people ; no one 
Ihews them more than the moft common civility 
and refpe<^, and fcarccly that ; and this frequent- 
ly puts them out of humour, and draws them 
into difputes and contentions. If they aim at 
obtaining fome advantage in rank or fortune, no- 
body wifiies them fuccefs, or v/ill ftir a ftep, or 
fpeak a word to favour their pretenfions. If they 
incur public cenfurc or difgracc, no one will de- 
fend or excufe, and many join to aggravate their 
roifconducl, and render them completely odious. 
If thefe people will not change this bad habit, and 
condefcend to be plcafed with what is pleafing, 
without fretting themfelves and others about the 
contraries, it is good for others to avoid an ac- 
quaintance with them ; which Ls always difagree- 
able, and fometimes very inconvenient, efpecial- 
ly when one finds onefelf entangled in their quar- 
rels. 

An old philofophical friend of mine was grown, 
from experience, very cautious in this particular, 
and carefully avoided any intimacy with fuch 
people. He had, like other philofophers, a ther- 
mometer 
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xnometer to ihew him the heat of the weather ; 
and a barometer, to mark when it was likely to 
prove good or bad ; but there being no infiru- 
ment invented to difcover, at firft fight, this un* 
pleaiing difpolition in a perfon, he, for that pur. 
pofe, made ufe of his legs ; one of which was re- 
markably handfome, the other, by fome accident, 
crooked and deformed. If a flranger, at the firft 
interview, regarded his ugly leg more than his 
handfome one, he doubted him. If he fpoke of 
it, and took no notice of the handfome leg, that 
was fufficient to determine my philofopher to have 
no further acquaintance with him. Every body 
has not this two legged inftrument ; but every 
one, with a little attention, may obferve figns of 
that carping, fault-finding difpofition, and take 
the fame refolution of avoiding the acquaintance 
of thofe infeded with it. I therefore advife thofe 
critical, querulous, difcontented, unhappy peo- 
ple, that if they wifh to be refpefted and beloved 
by others, and happy in themielves, they fliould 
leave off looking at the ugly leg. 
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CONVERSATION 



^F X 



COMPANY (>¥ EPnElIER-£; 



vita THE, SOLILOQUY OF ONE ADVANCED IN aG7* 



TO MADAME BRILLIANT. 

1 OU miT rcniember, my dear friend, thaf 
whcQ we lately fpent that happy day, in the de- 
lightful garden and fweet fociety of the Moulin 
jolyy I ftopt a little in one of our walks, and ftaid 
fome time behind the company. We had been 
Thewn numberlefs fkeletons of a kind of little fly, 
called an Ephemera^ whofe fiicceffive generations, 
wc were told, were bred and expired u-ithin the 
day. I happened to fee a living company of them 
on a leaf, wlio appeared to be engaged in con- 
verfation. You know I underfland all the infe- 
rior animal tongues : my too great application to 
the ftudy of them, is the beft excufe I can give 
for the little progrefs I have made in your charm- 
ing language. I liilened through curiofity to the 
dilcourfe of tliefe little creatures; but as they, in 
tiieir national vivacity, fpoke three or four toge- 
ther, I could make but litde of their con verfation. 
I found, ho\;'cvcr, by fome expreflions that I heard 
now and tlijii, they were difputing warmly on 
the meric o: tv/o foreign muficians, one a cotifmy 

the 
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the other a mufcheto ; in which difpute they fpent 
their time, feemingly as regardlefs of the fliort* 
nefs of life as if they had been fure of living a 
month. Happy people! thought I, you live cer- 
tainly under a wife, juft, and mild government, 
fince you have no public grievances to complain 
of, nor any fubjeft of contention, but the per- 
feftions or imperfections of foreign mufic. I 
turned my head from them to an old grey-headed 
one, who was fingle on another leaf, and talking 
to himfelf. Being amufed with his foliloquy, I 
put it down in writing, in hopes it will likewife 
amufe her to whom I am fo much indebted for 
the moft pleafing of all amufemcnts, her delici- 
ous company, and heavenly harmony. 

" It was,*' fays he, " the opinion of learned 
" philofophers of our race, who lived and flou- 
" rifhed long before my time, that this vaft 
" world the Moulin Joly could not itfclf fubfift 
'* more than eighteen hours : and I think there 
" was fome foundation for that opinion ; fince, 
" by the apparent motion of the great luminary, 
** that gives life to all nature, and which in my 
" time has evidently declined towards the ocean 
^' at the end of our earth, it muft then finifli its 
" courfe, be extinguifhed in the waters that fur- 
" round us, and leave the world in cold and 
" darknefs, neceffarily producing univerfal death 
" and deftrufiion. I have lived feven of tliofe 
** hours ; a great age, being no lefs than 420 mi- 
" nutes of time. How very few of us continue 
** folong? I have feen generations born, flourifh, 
** and expire. My prefent friends are the chil- 
*' dren and grand-children of the friends of my 
" youth, who are now, alas, no more t And I 
" muft foon follow them ; for, by the courfe of 
" nature, though ftill in health, I cannot expeft 
** to live above feven or eight minutes longer. 

" What 
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^^ What now avails all my toil and labour, m 
•* amaffing honey-dcw on this leaf, which I can* 
•* not live to enjoy ! What the political ftrugglcs 
** I have been engaged in, foi; the good ofmy 
^^ compatriot inhabitants of thisbiHh, or my phi- 
*^ lofophical ftudies, for the benefit of out race 
*^ in general ! for in politics (what can laws do 
** without morals ?) our prefent race of ephemeras 
** will in a courfe of minutes become corrupt, 
^* like thofe of other and older bufhes, and con- 
** fcquently as wretched : And in philofophy how 
*' fmall owr progrefs! Alas! art is long, and life 
** is fliort ! My friend would comfort me with 
*^ the idea of a name, they fay, I Ihall leave be- 
•* hind me ; and they tell me I have lived long 
•* enough to nature and to glory. But what 
•* will rame be to an ephemera who no longer 
*^ exifts ? and what will become of all hiflory in 
*' the eighteenth hour, when the world itfelf, 
*' even die whole Moulin Jofyj fhall come to its 
** end, and be buried in univerdd ruin ?*'— — 
To me, after all my eager purfuits, no folid 

})leafures now remain, but the reflexion of a long 
ife fpent in meaning well, the fenfible converfa- 
lion of a few good lady ephemene, and now and 
then a kind fmile and a tune from the ever ami« 
able Brilliant. 

B. FRANKLIN. 
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MORALS OF CHESS. 

Jl LAYING at chefs is the moft ancient and 
moft univerfal game known among men ; fot 
its original is beyond the memory of killory, 
and it has, for numberlefs ages, been the amufe- 
ment of all the civili25ed nations of Afia, the 
Perfians, the Indians, and the Chinefe. Europe 
has had it above a thoufand years ; the Spaniards 
have fpread it over their part of America, and it 
begins lately to make its appearance in thefe 
States. It is fo interefting in itfelf, as. not to need 
the view of gain to induce engaging in it ; and 
thence it is never played for money. Thofe 
therefore, who have leifure for fuch diverfions, 
cannot find one that is more innocent ; and the 
following piece, written w^ith a view to correii 
(among a few young friends) fome little impro- 
prieties in the pradice of it, flxews, at the fame 
time, that it may, in its effeds on the mind, be 
not merely innocent, but advantageous, to the 
vanquifhed as well as the viclon 

THE game of chefs is not merely an idle amufe- 
ment. Several very valuable qualities of the 
mind, ufeful in the courfe of human life, are 
to be acquired or flrengthened by it, fo as to 
become habits, ready on all occafions. For life is 
a kind of chefs, in which we have often points to 
gain, and competitors or adverfaries to contend 
with, and in wnich there is a vaft variety of good 
and ill events, that are, in fome degree, the 
effefts of prudence or the want of it. By playing 
at chefs, then, we may learn, 

I. Forejigbt^ which looks a little into futurity, 

and conuders the confequences that may attend 

"N an 
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an aftion : for it is continually occurring to the 
player, " If I move this piece, what will be the 
*' advantage of my new fituatioii? what life 
'* can my adverlary make of it to annoy me ? 
" What other moves can I make to fupport it, 
'* and to defend myfelf from his attacks r" 

II. Circunt/peffim-y which filrveys the whole 
chefs-board, or fccne of adion, the relations of 
the fe\^ral pieces and fituations, the dangers they 
are rcfpeftively expofed to, tlie feveral poflibili- 
ties of their aiding eaclv other, the probabilities 
that the advcrfary may take this or that move, 
and attack this or the other piece, and what dif- 
ferent means can be ufed to avoid his ftroke, or 
turn its confequences ag;iinft him. 

III. Cautiohj not to make our moves too haftily* 
This habit is bcft acquired by obferving ftridly 
the laws of the game, fuch as, " If you touch 
" a piece, youmuft move it fomewhere, if you 
" fet irdown, you muft let it ftand •/'' and it is 
therefore bcft that thefe rules fliould' be obferVed, 
;is the game thereby becomes more the image 
of human life, and particularly of war; in 
which,- if you have incautioufly put yourfeK" 
into a bad and dangerous pofition, you cannot 
obtain your enemy's leave to Withdraw your 
ttdops, and place them more fecurely, but yotl 
lUuft abide all the confequences of your ralhneft; 

And, laftly, we learn by chefs the habit of 
not being difcottraged by ffefeni bad aptearanas ih 
the Jiate of our affain^ the Kabit of hoping for a 
favourable change^ and that of perfevering in the 
fearch ofrefources. The game is fo full ot events 
there is fuch a variety dfturns in it, the fortune 
of it is fo fubjeft to fuddcn viciffitudcs^ and oile 
fo frequently, after long contemplation, difcoveru 
the means of extricatingonefelf from a fiippofed 
infurmcuntable difficulty jv that one is encouraged 

to 
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to continue the conteft to the laft, in hopes of 
vidory by our own Ikill, or at leaft of giving a 
ftale mate, by the riegligehce of our adverfaiy. 
And whoever confiders, what in chefs he often 
fees inftances of, that particular {ueces of fuccefs 
are apt to produce prefumption, and its confe- 
quent inattention, by which the . lofs may be 
recovered, will learn not to be too much difcou* 
raged by the prcfent fuccefs of his adverfary, nor 
to defpair of final good fortune, upon every 
check he receives in the purfuit of it. 

That we may, therefore, be induced more 
frequently to choofe this beneficial amufement, 
in preference to others, which arc not attended 
with the fame advantages, every circumftance 
which may increafe the pleafure of it fhould be 
regarded ; and every a<Elion or word that is 
unfair, difrefpeftful, or that in any way may give 
uneafinefs, fhould be avoided, as contrary to the 
immediate intention of both the players, which 
is to pafs the time agreeably. 

Therefore, firft, if it is agreed td play according 
to the ftrid rules ; then thofe rules are to be 
exadly obferved by both parties, and Ihould 
not be infilled on for one fide, while deviated 
from by the other — for this is not equitable. 

Secondly, If it is agreed not to obferve the 
rules exaftly, but one party demands indulgen* 
cies, he ihould then be as willing to allow thotfi 
to the other. 

Thurdly, No frJfe^ove fhould ever be made 
to extricate yourfelf out of a difficulty, or to gain 
an advantage. There can be no pleafUre in play- 
ing with a perfon once detected in fuch unfair 
praftice. 

Fourthly, If your adverfary is long in playing, 
you ought not to hurry him, or exprefs any un- 
eafinefs at his delay- You fhould not fing, nor 

N 2 whittle, 
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^vhi^llc, nor loqk at . your w^tch^ nor tike up a 
book to read, nor make a tapping with your feet 
on the floor, or with your fingers on the table^ 
nor do any thing that may difturb his attention. 
For all thefe things difpleafe ; aqd they do not 
ibcw your Ikill in playing, but youi' craftinefs or 
your rudcnefs. 

Fifthly, You ought not to endeavour to amufc 
and deceive your adverfary, by pretending to 
have made bad moves, and laying that you have 
now loft the game, in order to make him fecure 
and carelefs, and inattentive to ypur fchemes : 
for this is fraud and deceit, not IkiU in the ganoe. 

Sixthly, You muft not^ when you lave gained 
a yiftoiy, ufe any triumphing or infulting ex- 

Sreiuoii, nor Ihow too much plcaftire ; but en- 
cavour to confole your adyerfary, and make 
lum lef3 difiatisfied with himfelf, by every kind 
of civil espreffion that n^iay be ufcd with truth, 
fuch as, " Yo.v underftand th^ g^me better than 
*'* I, but you are a little inattentive ;'* or, " you 
" play too taft -/' or, ". you ha^ the beft of the 
" game, but fomeihing happcne4 to divert youi: 
*^ thoughts, and that turned it in my favour.'* 

Seventhly, If you. are a fpeftator while otherS; 
pby, oblirve the mpjt perfect iilence. For if 
you jjive advice, you effend; both parties ; him 
.igainlt whom you give it, b^gaufe it may cauJfe 
the lois of his game ; him in whofe favour you 
give it, becaufe,' though it be good, and he fol- 
lows it, he lofes the plea{ure*he ipight have had, 
if you had permitted llim to think until it had 
occurred to himfelt Even after a move, or 
moves, you. muft not^ by replacing the pieces, 
fliow how it might have been placed better : for 
that difplcafes, and may occafipn difputes and 
doubts about their true fituation. All talking to 
the players leffens or diverts their attention, and 

is 
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is therefore unpleafing. Nor fliould you give 
the leaft hint to cither party, by any kind of 
nbife or motion. If youL do, you are unworthy 
to be a fpeftator. If you have a mind to excrcifc 
or fhew yanri j^idgment, do it in playi^ng your 
own game, when you have an opportunity, not^ 
in criticifing, or meddling with, or counfelling 
the play of others. 

Laftly, If the game is not to be played rigor- 
Gufly, according, to the rules above mentioned, 
tlien moderate your defire of viftory over your 
adverfary, and be pleafed with one over your- 
felf. Snatch not eagerly at every advantage of- 
fered by his unflrilfulnefs or inattention; but 
point out to fcrm kindly, that by fuch z move 
he places or leaves a piece in danger and unfup- 
ported ; that by another he will" put hisr king in 
a perilous fituaftion, &c. By this generous civi- 
lity (fo oppofite to the unfairnefs above forbid- 
den) you^ may, indeed, happen to lofe the game 
td your 6pponeilt, but you wiH win wl^at is.b£[t-' 
ter, his cftcera, his refpeft, arid his affeclidn ; ^ 
together with the filent approbation* and good- 
^viii of imparfial fpeftatorsr. 



TWK 



iH ESSAYS. 



THE 

ART OF PROCURING PLEASANT DREAMS, 

INSCRIBED TO MISS • • •, 

BEING WlLITTBir AT HER RICHEST. 

As a great part of our life is fpent in fleep, du- 
ring which we have fometimes pleafing, and 
fometimes painful dreams, it becomes of fome 
confequence to obtain the one kind, and avoid 
the other ; for, whether real or imaginary, pain 
is pain, and plcafure is pleafure. If we can fleep 
without dreaming, it is well that painful dreams 
are avoided. If, while we fleep, we can have 
any pleating dreams, it is, as the French fay, tant 
gagnS^ fo much added to the pleafure of life. 

To this end it is, in the firil place, neceflary 
to be careful in preferving health, by due exer- 
cife, and great temperance ; forj in ficknefs, the 
imagination is difturbed } and difagreeable, fome- 
times terrible, ideas are apt toprefentthemfelves. 
Exercife fliould precede meals, not immediately 
follow them : the fiiil promotes, the latter, un- 
Jefs moderate, obftrufts digeftiph. If, after ex- 
ercife, we feed fparingly, the digeflion will be 
cafy and good, the body Hghtfome, the temper 
cheerful, and all the animal funftions performed 
agreeably. Sleep, when it follows, will be na-' 
tural and undifturbed. While indolence, with 
full feeding, occafion night-mares and horrors in- 
expreflible : we fall from precipices, are aflaulted 
by wild beafts, murderers, and demons, and expe- 
rience 
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*icncejevcry variety of diftrefs. Obferve, however, 
that the quantities of food an^i^exercife are relative 
things : thofe who nioye nauch may, and indec4 
ought, to eat more ; thofe who ufe little exercife, 
ihould eat little. Jn general, mankind, iince the 
improvenient of copkery, eat abgut twice a^ 
;i;uuch as nature requires. Suppers are not bad, 
if we have not .dined; ^ut reulefs nights natural- 
ly follow hearty fupper;s, after full dinners. In- 
deed, as tjiere is a difference in conftitutions, 
fome r^ft well after thefe meals ; it cofts them jon- 
ly a frightful dream, and an apoplejs:y, after 
which ^hey ^eep till doomfday. iJothing is more 
common in the newfpapers, than inftances of 
people, who, after eating a hearty fupper, are 
found dead a-bed in the morning. 

Another means of preferyii^g health, to be at- 
tended to, is the having a conftant fupply of frdl^ 
air in your bed-chan[iber. It has been a great 
miftake, the fleeping in ^ooms exaftly clofed, and 
in beds furrgpnded by curtains. No outward 
air, that may come in to yoji, is jTo jinwholfome 
as th;C unchanged air, often breathed, of a clofe 
ch^injber. As boiling \yatpr does not grow hotter 
by longer boiling, if the particles that receive 
ffreater heat can efcape ; fo living bodies dp not 
putrify, if the parjticles, as faft as they become 
putrid, can bQ thrown off. Nature expels them 
by the pores of the (kin and lungs, ajnd in a free 
open air, they are carried off; but, in a clofe 
room, we receive them again, fhough they be- 
cpme ifiore and more corrupt. A number of 
perfons crowded into a fmall room, thus fpoil 
tne air in a few minutes, and even render^it mor- 
tal, as in the Black Hole at Calcutta. A fingle 
perfon is faid to fpoil only a gallon of air per mi- 
nute, and therefore requires a longer time to fpoil 
a chamberfuH ; but it is done, however, in pro- 
portion, 
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portion, and many putrid diforders hence have 
their origin. It is recorded of Methufaleni, who, 
being the longcft liver, may be fuppofed to have 
beft prefervcd his health, that he flept always in 
the open air ; for, when he had lived five hun- 
dred years, an angel faid to him : " Arife, Me- 
" thufalem ; and build thee an houfe, for thou 
" flialt live yet nve hundred years longer.'* But 
Melhufalem anfwcred and faid : *Mf I am to live 
** but five hundred years longer, it is not worth 
" while to build me an houfe — I will fleep in the 
*' air as I have.been ufed to do." Phyficians, af- 
ter having for ages contended that the fick Ihould 
not be indulged with frefh air, have at length 
difcovercd that it may do them good. It is there- 
fore to be hoped that they may in time difcover 
likewife, that it is not hurtful to thofe who are 
iff health ; and that ^ve may be then cured of the 
aerophobia that at prefpnt diftreffes weak minds, 
and make them choofc to be ftifled and poifoned, 
rather than leave open the window of a bed-cham- 
ber, or put down the glafs of a coach. 

Confined air, when faturated with perfpirablc 
matter *, will not receive more : and that matter 
muft remain in our bodies, and occafion difeafes : 
but it gives fome previous notice of its being 
about to be hurtful, by producing certain uncaS- 
neffes, flight indeed at firft, fuch as, with regard 
to the lungs, is a trifling fenfation, and to the 
pores of the fl^in a kind of reftleflheft which is 
difficult to defcribe, and few that feel it knov/ 
the caufe of it. But we may recollect, that fome- 
times, on waking inthe night, we have, if warmly 
covered, found it difficult to get afleep again. VvTc 

* What phyficians call the perfplrable matter is, that va- 
pour which pafFes ofFfrom our bodies, from the lungs, and 
through the pores oi the (kin. The quantity of this is faid 
to be fiye<cigliis of what we eat. 

turn 
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turn often without finding repofe In any pofition. 
This fidgettinefs, to ufe a vulgar expfeffion for 
•want of a better, is occafioned wholly by an un- 
eafinefs in the Ikin, owing to the retenfion of the 
perfpirable matter — the bed-clothes having receiv- 
ed their quantity, and, being faturated, refufing 
to take any more. To become fenfible of this by 
an experiment, let a perfon keep his pofition in 
the bed, but throw off the bed-clothes, and fuffer 
frefli air to approach the part uncovered of his 
body ; he will then feel that part fuddenly refrefli- 
ed ; for the air will immediately relieve the fkin, 
by receiving, licking iip, and carrying off, the 
load of pertpirable matter that incommoded it» 
For every portion of cool air that approaches the 
warm Ikin, in receiving its part of that vapour, 
receives therewith a degree of heat, that rarifies 
and renders it higher, when it will be puflied 
away, with its burthen, by cooler, and therefore 
heavier frefli air ; which, for a moment, fupplies 
its place, and then, being likewife cjianged, and 
warmed, gives way to a fucceeding quantity. 
This is the order of nature, to prevent animals 
being infefted by their own perfpiration. He 
will now be fenfible of the difference between the 
part expofed to the air, and that which, remain- 
ing funk in the bed, denies the air accefs : for 
. this part now manifefts its uneafinefs more dif- 
tincliy by the comparifon, and the feat of the un- 
eafineft-is more plainly perceived, than when the 
whole furface of the body was affefted by it. 

Here, then, is one great and general caufe of 
unpleafing drcarns. For when the body is unea- 
fy, the mind will be difturbed by it, and difagrcc- 
able ideas of various kinds will, in ileep, be the 
natural confcqucnccs. The remedies, preventa- 
tive, and curative, follow : 

I, By 
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I * By eating moderately (as before advifed 
for health's fake) Icfs perfpirable matter is pro- 
duced in a given time ; hence ihe bed-clothes re- 
ceive it longer before they are faturated ; and we 
may, therefore, fleep longer, before we are made 
uneafy by their rcfufing to receive any more. 

2. By uling thinner and more porous bed- 
clothes, which will fufter the perfpirable matter 
more eafily to pafs through them, we are leis in- 
commoded, fuch being longer tolerable. 

3. When you are awakened by this uneafinefs, 
and fmd you cannot eafily fleep again, get out of 
bed. beat up and turn your pillow, fl^ake the bed- 
clothes well, with at leaft twenty fliakes, then 
throw liiC bed open, and leave it to cool ; in the 
meanwhile, continuing undreft, walkabout your 
chamber, till your fkin has had time to difcharge 
its load, which it vvill do fooner as the air may 
be drier and colder. Wlien you begin to feel the 
cold air unpleafant, then return to your bed; 
and you will foon fall afleep, anji your fleep will 
be fwcet and pleafant. All Jthc fcenes prelented 
to your fancy, will be of the pleafing kind. I 
am often as agreeably entertained with them, as. 
by the fccnery of an opera. If you happen to be 
too indolent to get out of bed, you may, inftead 
of it, lift up your bed-clothes with one arm and 
leg, fo as to draw in a good deal of frefii air, and, 
by letting them fall, force it out again. This, re- 
peated twenty times, will fo clear them. of the 
perfpirable matter they have imbibed, as to per- 
mit your flecping well for fome time afterwards. 
I5ut this latter method is not equal to the former. 

rhole who do not love trouble, and can afford 
to have two beds, will find great luxury in rifing, 
'vhcn they wake in a hot bed, and going into 
the cr:-] one. Such fhifting of beds would alfo.- 
l;e ot great fervice to pcrfbris ill of a fever, as it 

refrcflies 
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Tcfreflies and frequentiy procures fleep. A very 
large bed, that will admit a removed fo diftant 
from the firft fituation as to be cool and fweet, 
may in a degree aijfwer the fame end. 

One or two obfervations mpre will conclude 
this little piece. Care muft be taken, when you 
lie down, to difpofe your pillow fo as to fuit 
your manner of placing yojiir head, and to be 
perfeftly eafy ; then place your limbs fo as not 
to bear' inconveniently hard upon one another, 
as, for inftance. the joints of your ancles : for 
though a bad pofition may at firft give but little 
pain, and be hiardly noticed, yet a continuance 
will render jit lefs tolerable, and the uneafine& 
may come on while you are afleep, and diftyrb 
your imagination. 

Theie are the rules of the art. But though 
tibiey will generally prove efiiaEhial in producing 
tl^e end intended, there is a cafe in 3vhich the 
moft punftual obfervance of them will be totally 
fruitlefs. I need not mention the cafe to you, 
my dear friend : but my account of the art vi^ould 
be imperfeft without it. The cafe is, when the 
perfon who defires to have pleaiant dreams has 
not taken care to pr^ferve, whatis i^cceffary above 
ail things, • ' 

AGQOp CONSCIENCE. 
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ADVICE TO A YOUNG TRADESMAN. 

WRITTEN ANNO 1 748. 
TO MY FRi£m> A. B. 



As you have dc fired it of me, I ivrlte the foUvwing hints, ixshich 
harjc been of fei-^ice to me, and may, if obferved, he fo to you. 

JVEMEMBER that iime is money. He that 
can earn ten {hillings a day by his labour, and 
goes abroad, or fits idle one half of that da}", 
thongh he fpends but fix^nce during his diver- 
fton or idlenefs^ ought not to reckon that the 
only cxpence; he ha^j ideally fpent, or rather 
thrown away, five fliiHings befides. 

R<;mtmber that credit is money. If a man 
lets his money lie in my hands after it is due, 
he gives me the intercft, or fo much as I can 
make of it during that time. ITiis amounts to 
a confidcrable fum where a man has good and 
large credit, and makes good ufe of it. 

Remember that money is of a prolific gener- 
ating nature. Woney can beget money, and its 
offspring can beget more, and fo on. Five fliil- 
lings turned is fix ; turned again, it is feven and 
three-pence ; and fo on till it becomes an hun- 
dred pounds. The more there is of it, the more 
it produces every turnin'g, fo that the profits rife 
quicker and quicker. He that kills a breeding 
low, deftroys all her offspring to the thoufandth 
generation. He that murders a crown, defl:roys 
:ill that it might have produced, even fcores of 
pounds. 

Remember 
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Remember that fix pounds a year is but a 
groat a day- For this little fum (which may be 
daily wafted either in time or expence, unper- 
ceived), a man of credit may, on his own fecu- 
rity, have the conftant pofleffion and ufe of an 
hundred pounds. So much in ftock, brifkly 
turned by an induftrious man, produces great 
advantage. 

Remember this faying, *' The good paymafter 
is lord of another man's purfe." He that is 
known to pay punftually and exactly to the 
time he promifes, may at any time, and on any 
Qccafion, raiie aJl the money his friends can 
fpare. This i& fometimes of great ufe. After 
indufiry and frugality, nothing contributes more 
to the raifing of a young man in the worM, 
than punduality and juftice in all his dealings : 
therefore never keep borrowed money an hour 
beyond the time you promifed, left a difappoint- 
ment Ihut up your friend's purfe for ever. 

The moft trifling actions that afFeft a man's 
credit are to be regarded. The found of your 
hammer at five in the morning, or nine at night, 
heard by a creditor, makes him eafy fix months 
longer : but if he fees you at a billiard table, or 
hears your voice at a tavern, when you ihould 
be at work, he fends for his money the next 
day ; demands it before he can receive it in a 
lump. 

It Ihews, befides, that you are mindful of 
what you owe ; it makes you appear a careful, 
as well as an honeft man, and that ftill increafes 
your credit. 

Beware of thinking all your own that you 
poflefs, and of living accordingly. It is a mif- 
take that many people who have credit fall into. 
To prevent this, keep an exaft account, for 
fome time, both of your expences and your in- 
come^ 
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comt. If you take the pains at firft to mention 
particulars, it will have this good effedl ; you 
will difcover how wonderfully fmall trifling ex- 
pences mount up to large fums, and will difcern 
what might have been, and may for the future 
be faved, without occaiioning any great incon- 
venience. 

In fhort, the way to wealth, if you defire it, 
is as plain as the way to market. It depends 
chiefly on two words, induftry and frugality ; that 
is, wafl:e neither time nor money^ but make the 
beft ufe of both. Without inauftry and fruga^. 
lity nothing will do, and with them every thing* 
He that gets all he can honeftly, and faves all he 
gets (neceflaiy expences excepted), will certainly 
become rich — if that Being who governs the 
world, to whom all fliould look for a blefling on 
their honeft endeavours, doth not, in his wife 
providence, otherwife determine. 

An old TRADESMAN: 
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I^ECESSARV HINTS TO TftOSE THAT WOULD 
BE RICH. 



WRITTEN AKNO 1 736. 



X HE ufe of money is all the advantage there 
is in having money. 

For fix pounds a year you may huve the iifc 
of one hundred pounds^, provided you are a man 
of known prudence and honefly. 

He that fpends a groat a day idly, fpends idly 
above fix pounds a year, which is the price for 
the ufe of one hundred pounds. 

He that waftes idly a groat's worth of his 
time per day, one day with another, waftes the 
privilege of ufing one hundred pounds each 
day. 

He that idly lofes five fbillings worth of time, 
lofes five ihillings, and might as prudently throw 
five fhillings into the fea. 

He that tofes five fliillings, not only lofes that 
fum, but dl the advantage that might be ihade 
by turning it in dealing, which, by the time that 
a young man becomes old, will amount to a 
confiderable fum of money* 

Again : he that fells upon credit, afks a pirilce 
for what he fells equivalent to the principal and 
intereft of his money for the time he is to be 
kept out of it; therefore, he that buys upon 
credit, pays intereft for what he buys ; and he 
that pays ready money, might let that money 
out to ufe : fo that he that pofleffes any thing he 
tas bought, pays intereft for the ufe of it. 

Yet^ 
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Yet, in buying goods, it is beft to pay ready 
xnone}', becaufc, he that fells upon credit, ex- 
pects to lofe five per cent, by bad debts ; there- 
foTi: he charges, on all he fells upon credit, an 
advance 'hat fhall make up that deficiency. 

Thofe who pay for what they buy upon credit, 
pay their (hare of this advance- 
He that pays ready money, efcapes, or may 
efcape, that charge. 

A penny faT'd is two-pence clear ; 
A p:n a day 's a groa: a, year. 
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THE WAY TO MAKE MONEY PLENTY IN 
EVgRY MAN'S POCKET. 

At thi^ time, when the ^eneifil complaint is 
that — " money is fcarce,** it will be an aft of 
kindnefs to inform the moneylefs how they may 
reinforce their pockets. I will acquaint them 
with the true fecret of money-catching — the cer- 
tain way to fill empty purfes — and how to keep 
them always full. Two fimple rules, well obfer- , 
ved, will do the bufinefs. 

Firft, let honefty and induftry be thy conftant 
companions; and, 

Secondly, fpend one penny lefs than thy clear 
gains. 

Then fliall thy hide-bound pocket foon begin 

to thrive, and will never again cry with the emp* 

ty belly-ach : neither will creditors infult thee, 

nor want opprefs, nor hunger bite, nor naked* 

nefs freeze thee. The whole hemifphere will 

fliine brighter, and pleafure fpring up in every 

corner of thy heart. Now, tnerefore, embrace 

thefe rules and be happy. Banifh the bleak winds 

of forrow from thy mind, and live independent. 

Then Ihalt thou be a man, and not hide thy face 

at the approach of the rich, nor fuflFer the pain of 

feeling little when the fons of fortune walk at 

thy right hand : for independency, whether with 

little or much, is good fortune, and placeth thee 

on even ground with the proudcft of the golden 

fleece. Oh, then, be wife, and let induftry 

walk with thee in the morning, and attend thee 

until thou reacheft the evening hour for reft. 

Let honefty be as the breath of thy foul, ?*nd ne- 

O vcr 
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ver forget to have a penny, when dU thy cxpen** 
ces are enumerated and paid: then flialt thou 
reach the point of happinefs, and independence 
ihall be thy fhield and buckler, thy helmet and 
crown; then {hall thy foul walk upright, nor 
.ftoop to the filken wretch becaufe he nath riches, 
•nor pocket an abufe becaufe the hand which offers 
it wears a ring fet with diamonds. 
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AN (ECONOMICAL PROJECT^ 



[ji Tranfiaiion pfihis htta: affpwiA tnmfi ^^U Daily P^pm 
rfP^rh about tbt Tc(ir 1784. Tbeffiflov^aif U tbe.OrifUial 
Fiecf, *wub fome Addttiam and Corre&ioru made in it by tlti 
Author.] 



TO THE AUTHORS OF THt JOURNAL* 



j[o\i often entertain Us \^itK accounts of nev 
(difcoyeries. Permit me to (;omiiiunicate to the 
public, through your paper, one that has lately 
been made by myfelf, and w^ich I conceive may 
be of great utility- 

I wa? the other evening in a grand company^ 
where the new lamp of Meffrs. Quinquet and 
Lange was introduced, and much admired for its 
fplendor^ biit a general enquiry was made, whe« 
ther the pil it'confumed Was not in proportion to 
the light it afforded, in which cafe there waul4 
be no faving in the ufe of it. No one prefent 
could fatjisfy us in that point, which all agreed 
ought to be known, it being a very defirable thii^ 
to Teffen, if poffible, the expence of lighting ou^ 
apartments, when every other article of family 
ex;pcnce was fo much augmented. 

I was pleafed to fee this general concern for 
cccenomy ; for I love oeconomy exceedin^y. 

I went home, and to bed, thr^e or four hour^ 
after midnight, with my hea^ full of tlie fiibjefit. 
An accudental fudden noife waked nie about t\^ 
in the morning, when I was furpfj^ed to find my 

O % room 
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room filled with light ; and I imagined at firft, 
that a number of thofc lamps had been brought 
into it : but, rubbing my eyes, 1 perceived the 
light came in at the windows. I got up and look- 
ed out to fee what might be the occaiion of it, 
when I {aw the fun juft rifing above the horizon, 
from whence he poured his rays plentifully into 
my chamber, my domeftic having negligently 
omitted the preceding evening to clofe die fhut- 
ters. 

I looked at my watch, which goes very well, 
and found that it was but fix o'clock ; and ftill 
thinking it fometliing extraordinary that the fun 
iKould rife fo early, I looked into the almanack, 
where I found it to be the hour given for his ri^ 
fmg on that day. I looked forward too, and 
found he was to rife ftill earlier every day till to- 
wards the end of June ; and tliat at no time in 
the year he retarded his rifing fo Iqng as till eight 
o'clock. Your readers, who with me have never 
feen any figns of funlhine before noon, and fel- 
dom regard the alirofiomlcal part of the almanack, 
will be as much aftoniflied as I was, when they 
hear of his rifing fo early ; and efpecially when 
1 aflure them, that be gives light asfoon as he rifes. 
I am convinced of this. I am certain of my faft. 
One cannot be more certain of any fact. I faw 
it wdth my own eyes. And having repeated this - 
obfervation the three following mornings, I found 
always precifely the fame refult. 

Yet fo it happens, that when I fpeak of this 
difcovery to others, I can eafily perceive by their 
countenances, though they forbear expreffing it 
in.words, that they do not quite believe me. One, 
indeed, who is a learned natural philofopher, has 
affured me, that I fnuft certainly be miftaken as 
f o the circumftance of the light coining into my 
room ; fot it being well known, as he fays, that 

there 
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there could be no light abroad at that hour, it 
follows that none could enter from without ; and 
that of confequence, my windows being acciden- 
tally left open, inftead of letting in the light, had 
only ferved to let out the darknefs : and he ufe<il 
many ingenious arguments to fliew me how I 
might, by that means, have been deceived. I 
own that he puzzled me a iittle, but he did not 
fatisfy me; and the fubfequent obfervations I 
made, as above mentioned, confirmed me in my 
firft opinion. 

This event has given rife, in my minjd, to fe- 
veral ferious and important refle<9;ions. I confi- 
dered that, if I had not been awakened fo early 
in the morning, I fhould have flept fix hours lorv- 
ger by the light of the fun, and in exchange have 
lived fix hours the following night by jcandle- 
light ; and the latter being a much more expen- 
five light than the former, my love of oeconomy 
induced me to mufter up what little arithmetic f 
was mafter of, and to make fome calculations^^ 
which I fhall give you, after obferving, that uti- 
lity is, in my opinion, the teft of value in mat- 
ters of invention, and that a difcoyery which can 
be applied to no ufe, or is not good for fome- 
thing, is good for nothing, 

I took for the bafis of my calculation the fup- 
pofition that there are 100,000 families in Paris, 
and that thefe families jconfume in the night half 
a pound of bougies, or candles, per hour. I 
think this is a moderate allowance, taking one 
family with another ; for though 1 believe fome 
confume lefs, I know that many confume a great 
deal more. Then eftimating feven hours per day, 
as the medium quantity between the time of th^ 
fun's rifing and ours, he rifing during the fix folr 
lowing months from fix to eight hours before 
poon, aad there being feven hour§ of courfe per 

night 
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%ight ih which we bum candles^ the account will 
jbtidthus^ 

In die fix months between the twentieth of 
^ftrdl and the twentieth of September, there 
are 

Nighte .... 183 

HooTB of tach night in which we 

buiticandtes * * , j 



Mtltiplicatibn gives for the total 

number of hours - - - 1,281 

Hicfe i,a8i hours multiplied by 
100,000, the number ot inhabi- 
tants, give .... 128,100,000 
Ofife hundred twenty-eight milli. 
ons and one hundred thoufand 
liours, fpent at Paris by candle- 
fight, which, at half a pound of 
'wfcJc and tallow per hour, gives 
thfe weight of - - - 64,050,000 

KiKty-fo^ur tniiKons and fifty thop- 
feiftd of poutids, which, eflima- 
'fihg th^ whole at the fnediqiim 
*|)ric* 6f thifty fols the pound, 
%ll^6s th^ fum of ninety-fidc mil- 
lions and feventy-five thoufand 
liVtte €<Wirnois - - - 96,075,000 

Ah immeftfe fom ! that the city of Paris might 
ft** ifi^efy ^tir, by the oeconomy of ufing fun- 
Ihine it^ftead of ctthdtes. 

If it ifhould be feid, that people are apt to be 
febftihaissly afttached «o 'oW cuftoms, and that it 
Will be difficult to induce them to rife before 
nboih, cdhfequeritty my difcovery can be of little 
ufe; I tfftlfw^r. Nil defperahdum. I believe all 
who have c^i^mmort ^nfe, as foon as they have 
learnt from this- paper that it is day-light when 
the ivtii iifes, will contrive to rife with him ; and, 

to 
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to compel the reft, I would propofc the follow, 
in g regulations . 

Firft. Let a tax be laid of a louis per window, 
on every window that is provided yndi Ikutters 
to keep out the light of the fun. 

Second. Let the fame falutary operation of po- 
lice be made life of to prevent our Imrning cto- 
dies, that inclined us la% winter to be more oeco* 
nomical in burning wood ; ths^t is, let guards be 
placed in the :Piops of the wax and tailow-chand-* 
Jers, and no family be permitted to be fuf:^lied 
mth more than one pQi;tK|.<)f candles per week. 

Third. Let guards alfql bcpofted to ftop all tfaj ' 
coaches, &c. that would pafs the ftreets aift^ fun-^ 
fet,' except thofe of phyfidans, furgeons, and 
inidwives. 

Fourth. Every iqoiiiing, as foc>n as t^ funi*!- 
fes, let all, the bells in every chxirdhi :be fet ring- 
ing : and if that is not fuiRcient, let cannon be 
.fired in every flreet, to wake the fluggards effec- 
tually, and make them open their eyes to feei:heir 
true interefti 

All the difficulty wiU be in the firft t^o or 
three days i after which the reformation will be 
as natural and<;^y as tl^eprefentirrcgiilarity : for^ 
ce n'e/i que le premier pas qtd coute. Oblige a Knaft 
to rife at four in the inominff, and it is more dian 
probable he fliall go wilfinrfy to bed at ei^t in 
the evening; and, having had eigl^ hours flecp, 
he will rife more willingly zt icxxp the morning 
ifollowing. But this fum of ninety-dix mSlious 
^nd ievd^nty-five thoufand livres is liot the whole 
of what may be faved by my oecpnomiqalprojeft. 
You may obferve, that 1 hare calculated upon 
only one half of the year, and much may be fa- 
yed in the other, thQUgh the days are fliorter* 
Befides, the jmmenfe ftock of wax and tallow 
left unconfumed during the fumnier, \vill proba- 
bly 
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bly make candles much cheaper for the cnfuing 
winter, and continue cheaper as long as the pro* 
pofcd reformation Ihall be fupported. 

For the great benefit of this difcovcry, thus 
freely communicated and beftowed by me on the 
public, I demand neither place, penfion, exclu- 
five privilege, or any other reward whatever. I 
expect only to have the honour of it. And yet 
I know there are little envious minds who will, 
as ufual, deny me this, and fay that my inven- 
tion was known to the ancients, and perhaps they 
may bring paffages out of the old books in proof 
of it. I will not difpute with thefe people that 
the ancients knew not the fun would rife at cer- 
tain hours ; they poflibly had, as we have, alma- 
nacks that predifted it : but it does not follow 
from thence that they knew be gave light as foon 
as he rofe. This is what I claim as my difcovery. 
If the ancient knew it, it muft have been long 
fince 10 gotten, for it certainly was unknown to 
the moderns, at Icaft to the Parifians ; which to 
prove, I need ufe but one plain fimple argument. 
They are as well inftrufted, judicious, and pru- 
dent a people as cxift any where in the world, 
all profefling, like myfelf, to be lovers of cecono- 
my ; and, from the many heavy taxes required 
from them by the neceflities of the ftate, have 
furely reafon to be oeconomical. I fay it is im- 
poflible that fo fenfible a people, under fuch cir- 
cumftances, Ihould have lived fo long by the fmo- 
ky, unwholfome, and enormoufly expenfive light 
of candles, if they had really known that they 
might have had as much pure light of the fun for 
nothing. 

I am, &c. 

* An ABONNE. 

ON 
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ON MODERN INNOVATIONS IN THE ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE AND IN PRINTING. 

TO Noah Webster, jun. esq^. at Hartford. 

Philadelphia, Dec. a5, 1789. 
DEAR SIR, 

I RECEIVED, fome time fince, your DiJeriaiU 
ons on the Englijh Language. It is an excellent 
work, and will be greatly ufeful in turning the 
thoughts of our countrynfien to correft writing. 
Pleafe to accept my thanks for it, as well as for 
the great honour you have done me in its dedi- 
cation. I ought to have made this acknowledge- 
ment fooner, but much indifpofition prevented 
me* 

I cannot but applaud your zeal for preferving 
the purity of our language both in its expreffiou 
and pronunciation, and in correfting the popular 
errors feveral of our ftates are continually falling 
into with refped to both. Give me leave to 
mention fome of them, though poffibly they may 
already have occurred to you. I wifh, however, 
that in fome future publication of yours, you 
would fet a difcountenancing mark upon them. 
The firft I remember, is the word improved. When 
I left New-England in the year 1723, this word 
had never been ufed among us, as far as I know, 
but in the fenfe of ameliorated^ or made better^ ex- 
cept once in a very old book of Dr. Mather's, en- 
titled Remarkable Providences. As that man wrote 
a very obfcure hand, I remember that when I 
read that word in his book, ufed inftead of the 
word employed J I conjedurcd that it was an error 
• ' of 
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of the printer, who had miftaken a fliort / in the 
writing for an r, and a y with too fliort a tail for 
a V, whereby employed was converted into improve 
^d: but whcft I returned to Bofton in 1733, ^ 
found this change bad obtained favour, and was 
chen become common ; for 1 met with it often in 
perufing the newfpapers, where it frequently 
made an appearance rather ridiculous. Such, for 
inftancc, as the advertifement of a country houfe 
to be fold, which had been many years improved 
as a tavern ; and in the diarafter of a deceafed 
country gentleman, that he had been, for more 
than thirty years, improved zs a juftice of the peace. 
This ufe of the word improve is peculiar to New- 
England, and not to be met with among any 
ether fpeakerg of Englifli, either on thi« or ths 
other fide of the water. 

During my late abfence in France, I find that 
feveral other new words have been introduced 
into our parliamentary language. For example, 
I find a verb formed from the fubftantive notice. 
I Jhould not have noticed ///if, were it not that the 
gentleman^ &c. Alfo another verb, from the fub- 
ftantive advocate ; The gentleman who advocat^s^ 
cr who has advocated that motion^ &c. Another 
from the fubftantive progrcfi^ the moft aukward 
and abominable of the three : fhe committee han)^ 
ing progreffcd, re/alved to adjourn. The word op^ 
p^ed, though not a new word, I find ufed in a 
aew manner, as. The gentlemen who are oppofed 
f-o this meafure^ to Kahich I have alfo myfelfahmyt 
been oppofed. If you fiiould happen to tie of my 
opinion with reaped to thefe innovations, you 
will tife your aiothority id reprobating them. 

The Latin language, iong the yeiucle i}fed itii 
diftributing knowledge among the difl'erenit na^ 
tions of Eranrope, \b daily more acid more peg^eot- 
ed \ and one of the modem tioaagiijes, viz. French, 

feems. 
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feelns, in point of tmiverfality, to have fupplied 
its piacc. It 18 fpoken in all the courts of Eu- 
rope ; and fiioft of the literati, thofe even who 
jdo not i^ak it, have acquired knowledge of it^ 
to enable tbem eafily to read the books that are 
written in it. This gives a confiderable advan-^ 
tage to that nation. It enables its authors to incul<* 
cate ai)d. fpread through other nations, fuch fen« 
timents and c^nions, on important points, as 
are moft conducive to itsinterefts, or which may 
contribute to its reputation, by promoting the 
common intercfts of mankind. It is, perhaps, 
owing to its being written in French, that Vol- 
taire's Treatife on Toleration has had fo fudden 
andfo great an efFed on the bigotry of Europe, 
as almoft entirely to difarm it. The general ufe 
of the French language has likewife a very ad- 
vantageous eflPect on the profits of the bookfelling 
branch of commerce, it being well known, that 
the more copies can be fold that are ftruck off 
^om one compofition of types, the profits in- 
creafe in a much greater proportion than they do 
in making a greater number of pieces in any other 
kind of manufad^ure. And at prefent there is no 
capital town in Europe without a French book- 
feUer's fiiop correfponding with Paris. Our En- 
glifli bids fair to obtain the fecond place. ^ The 
great body of excellesnt printed farmons in our 
language, and the freedom of our ^i-ritings on 
political fiibjeds, have induced a great number 
of divines of di&rent £c&s and nations, as well 
as gentlemen concerned in public affairs, to fiudy 
it, fo far at leaft as to read it. And if we were 
to endeavour the fsicilitadng its prcgrefs, the 
ftudy of our tongue might become much more 
general. Thofe who have employed fome part 
of tibeir time inleainin^ a new language, muff 
have frequently obferved, that while their ac* 

quaintancc 
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quaintance with it was imperfeft, difficulties, 
fmall in themfelvcs, operated as great ones in ob- 
ftrucling their progrels. A book, for example, 
ill printed, or a pronunciation in fpeaking not 
well articulated, would render a fentence unin- 
telligible, which from a clear print, or a diftlnd: 
fpeakei', would have been immediately compre- 
hended. If, therefore, we would have the be- 
nefit of feeing our language more generally known 
among mankind, we lliould endeavour to remove 
all the difiicuities, however fmall, that difcou- 
ragc the learning of it. But 1 am forry to ob- 
fervc that, of late ^'^ars, thofe difficulties, inftead 
of being diminiflied, have been augmented. 

In examining the EngUih books that were print- 
ed between the reftoration and the acceffion of 
George the Second, we may obferve, that all fub- 
ftantives were begun with a capital, in which we 
imitated our mother tongue, the German. This 
was more particularly ufeful to thofe who were 
not well acquainted with the Englifh, there be- 
ing fuch a prodigious pumber of our words that 
are both verbs and fubftantives, and fpelt in the 
fame manner, though often accented differently 
in pronunciation. This method has, by the fan- 
cy of printers, of late years been entirely laid 
alidc ; from an idea, that fuppreffing the capi- 
tals fhews the character to greater advantage ; 
thofe letters, prominent above the line, difturb- 
ing its even, regular appearance. The effect of 
this change is fo confiderable, that a learned man 
of Frapce, who ufed to read our books, though 
not perfectly acquainted with our language, in 
convcrfation with me on the fubje£t of our au- 
thors, attributed the greater obfcurity he found 
in our modern books, compared with thofe 
of die period above mentioned, to a change of 
it vie for the worfe in our writers j of which 
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miftake I convinced him, by fiiarking for him 
each fubftantive with a capital, in a paragraph, 
which he then eafily underftood, though before 
he could hot comprehend it. This fliews the in- 
convenience of that pretended improvement. 

From the fame fondnefs for an uniform and 
tvcn appearance of charafters in the line, the prin*. 
ters have of late banifhed alfo the Italic types, in 
which words of importance to be attended to in 
the fenfe of the fentence, and words on which an 
emphafis fliould be put in reading, ufed to be 
printed. And lately another fancy has induced 
other printers to ufe the round s inftead of the 
long one, which formerly fefved well to diftifi* 
guifh a word readily by its varied appearance. 
Certainly the omitting this prominent letter 
makes a line appear more even, but renders it 
lefs immediately legible ; as the paring of all men's 
nofes might fmooth and level their faces, would 
render their phyfiognomies lefs diftinguilhable. 
Add to all thefe improvements backwards, ano- 
ther modern fancy, that grey printing is more 
beautiful than black. Hence the Englifli new 
books are printed in fo dim a character as to be 
read with difficulty by old eyes, unlefs in a very 
ftrong light and with good glafles. Whoever 
compares a volume of the Gentleman's Magazine, 
printed between the years 1731 and 1740, with 
one of thofe printed in the latt ten years, will be 
convinced of the much greater degree of pcrfpi- 
cuity given by black than by the grey. Lord 
Chefterfield pleafantly remarked this difference to 
Faulkner, the printer of the Dublin Journal, who 
was vainly making encomiums on his own paper, 
as the moft complete of any in the world. " But 
" Mr. Faulkner,** fays my lord, " don't you think 
" it might be ftill farther improved, by ufing paper 
** and ink not quite fo near of a colour ?'* — For aU 
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thefe reafods I cannot but wi{h that our Amerzcaii 
printers would, in their editions, avoid thefe fan* 
cied improvensents* and thereby render their 
works more agreeable to foreigners in Europe, to 
the ^at advantage of our bocweUing qomoierce. 
Farther, to be noore fenfible q( the advantage 
of clear and diftind printing, let us confider the 
ailiftance it affords in reading well aloud to zxf, 
auditory. In fo doing the eye ^nerally Aides 
forward three or four words befpre the voice. If 
the iight clearly diftinguUhes what the copying 
words are, it gives time to order the modulatipa 
of the voice to exprefs them properly. !l^t i^ 
they are obfcurely printed, or dji^uifed by omit-> 
ting the capitals and long /*s, or otberwife, thtf 
reader is apt to modulate wroqg ; and finding he 
has done lb, he is obliged to go bacl^ and begjiA 
the fentence again ; which leflens the pleafure of 
the hearers. This leads me to mention an old 
error in our mode of printing. We are fenfible 
that when a queftion is njet with in the rejtdipgy 
there is a propei* variation to be ufed in the ma- 
nagement of the voice. We have, therefore, a 
point, called an interrogation, affixed to the 
queftion, in order to diftinguifii it. But this i^ 
abfurdly placed at its end, fo that t^e reader doe& 
not difcover it till he finds that he has wroi^gly 
modulated his voice, and is therefore obUged to 
b^gin again the fentence. To prevent thj?, the 
Sp;inifli printers, more fenfibly, place an ipterro-* 
gation at the beginning as well as at the end of 
the queftion. We have another error of the fame 
kind in printing plays, wli^re fpna^Uiipg often 
occurs that is ip^rked as fpoken q/itfe. But the 
word q/ide is placed at the end of th^ fp^cch, when 
it ought to precede it, as a direftion to the reader, 
thjtt he may gov^n his voice accordingly. The 
practice of our ladies in meeting five or ux toge- 
ther. 
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ther, ta form little bufy parties, where each is 
employed in fome ufeful work, while one reads 
to them, is fo commendable in itfelf, that it de- 
ferves the attention of authors and printers to 
make it as pleafing as poflible, both to the reader 
and hearers. 

My beft wifhes attend you, being with fincerc 
cfteem. 

Sir, 

Tour moft obedient and 
very humble fervant, 

B. FRANKLIN. 
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AN ACCOUNT OF THE HIGHEST COURT OF JUDI- 
CATURE IN PENNSYLVANIA, VIZ. 



THE COURT OF THE PRESS. 



POWER OF THIS COURT. 

IT may receive and promulgate acculations of 
all kinds, againft all perfons and charaAers among 
the citizens of the ftafe, and even againft all 
inferior courts ; and may judge, fentence, and 
condemn to infamy, not only private individuals, 
but public bodies, &c. with or without enquiry 
or hearing, at the court's difcretion. 

In wbofe favour^ or for whofe emolument this court 
is ejlablijhed. 

In favour of about one citizen in five hundred 
who by education, or praftice in fcribbling, 
has acquired a tolerable ftyle as to grammar and 
conftrudion, fo as to bear printing ; or who is 
poffeffed of a prefs and a few types. This five 
hundredth part of the citizens have the privilege 
of accufing and abufing the other four hundred 
and ninety-nine parts, at their pleafure ; or they 
may hire out their pen and prefs to others, for 
that purpofe. 

Fradice of this court. 

It is not governed by any of the rules of the 
common coilrts of law. ^ The accufed is allowed 
no grand jury to jydge of the truth of the accu- 
fation before it is publicly made ; nor is the name 
of the accufer made known to him j nor has he 
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an poportunity of confronting the witnqfles 
againft him, for they are kept in the dark, as in 
the Spani& court of inqm&tion. Nor isi there 
any petty jury of his peers fworn to try the 
truth of the charges. The proceedings are alfo 
ibmetimes fb rapid, that an honeft good dtizqn 
may fi^d. himfelf fuddcnly and unexpedcdly 
accufed, and in the fame morning judged and 
condemned, and fentence pronounced agaii^ft 
him that he is a rogue and a villain. Yet if an 
ofEcer of this court receives the flighted check 
for mifconduA in this his office, he claims imme- 
diately the rights of a free citizen by the conftitu- 
tion, and demands to know his accufer, to con^ 
front the witneffes, and to have a fair trial by s^ 
jury of his peers, ^ 

ThefoufK^iion of its authority. 

It is faid to be founded on an article in 
the ft ate conftitution, which eftabliflied the li- 
berty of the prefs — ^ ^a liberty which every 

Pennfylvanian would fight and die for, thougn 
few of us, I believe, have diftincl ideas of its 
nature and extent. It feems, indeed, fomev/hat 
like the libeity of the prefs» that felons have, 
by the CQii^non law of EngUnd before eonvi£tion; 
that is, to be either prefibd to death or hanged. 
If, by the liberty of the prels, were underftood 
merdy the liberty of difcufling the propriety 
of public meafures and political opinions, let 
us hsLve as much of it as you pleafe; but if it 
means the liberty of j^flBronting, calumniating, 
and defaming one another, I, for my part, 
own myfelf willing to part with my Ihare of it, 
whenever our legiflators Ihall pleafe fo to alter 
the law ; and Ihall cheerfully confent to ex- 
change my liberty of abufing others, for the pri- 
vilege of ^ot beinff abu feq myfelf. 

P By 
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By whom this court is commlffioned or conjiituted. 

It is not by any commiilion from the fupreme 
executive council, who might previoufly judge 
of the abilities, intc^ty, knowledge, &€• of 
the perfon to be appointed to this great tnift^ 
of deciding upon the charafters and good fame 
of the citizens: for this court is above that 
council, and may accufe, judge, and condemn 
it at pleafure. Nor is it hereditary, as is the 
court of dernier refort in the peerage c«f England. 
But any man who can procure pen, ink, and 
paper, with a prefs, a few types, and a huge 
pair of blacking balls, may commiffionate himfelf, 
and liis court is immediately eftabliflied in the 
plenary poffeflion and exercife ^.its rights. For 
if you make the Icaft complaint of the judge's 
conduft, he daubs his blacking balls in your 
face wherever he meets you : and befides tearing 
your private character to fplinters, marks you 
out for the odium of the public, as an enemy 
to the liberty of the prefs. 

Of the natural fupport of this court. 

Its fupport is founded in the depravity of fuch 
ininds as have Hot been mended by religion, nor 
improved by good education. 

There is a luft in man no charm can tame, 
Of loudJy publifhing his neighbour's fhame. 

Hence, 

On eagles' wings, immortaf fcaricfals fly, 
While vircuous anions are but born and die. 

Drvden. 

Whoever feels pain in hearing, a good charafter 
of his neighbour, will feel a pleafure in the 
reverfe. And of thofe who, defpairing to rife 

to 
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to diftiihEUon by their virtues, are happy if others 
can be depreffed to a level with themfdves, there 
are a number fufficicnt in every great town to main* 
tain one of thefe courts by their fubfcription. A 
fhrewd obferver once faid,^ that in walking the 
ftreets of a flippery morning, one might fee 
where the good-natured people lived, by the 
aflies thrown on the ice before the doors : probably 
he would have formed a different conjefture of 
the temper of thofe whom he might find engaged 
in fuch fubfcriptions. 

Of tie checks proper U be ejlablijhed againji the abufe^s 
of power in thofe courts. 

Hitherto there are none. But fince fo much 
has been written and publifhed on the federal con- 
ilitution ; and the neceffity of checks, in all 
other parts of good government, has been fo 
clearly and learnedly explained, I find myfelf 
fo far enlightened as to fufpeft fome check may 
be proper in this part alfo : but I have been at 
a lofs to imagine any that may not be conftrued 
an infringement of the facred liberty of the 
prefs. At length, however, I think I have 
foundi one, that, inftead of diminifhing general 
liberty, ihall augment it; which is, by reflioring 
to the people afpecies of liberty of which they 
have been deprived by our laws, I mean the 
liberty of the cudgel { In the rude ftate of foeiety 
prior to the exiftence of laws, if one man gave 
another ilManguage, the affronted perfon might 
return it by a box on the ear ; and if repeated, by 
a good drubbing ; and this without offending 
againft any law : but now the right of making 
fuch returns is denied, and they are punijDbed as 
breaches of the peace, while the right of abu* 
fing feems to remain in full force ; the laws 
made againft it being rendered ineffectual by the 
liberty of the prefs. 

V 2 My 
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My propofal then is, to leave the liberty of 
the prefs untouched, to be exercifed in its 
full extent, force, and vigour, but to permit 
the liberty of the cudgel to go with it, pari pajfu 
Thus, my fellow citizens, if an impudent writer 
attacks your reputation — dearer perhaps to you 
than your life, and puts his name to the charge 

Jou may go to him as openly, and break his 
ead. It he conceals himfelf behind the printer, 
and you can ncverthele^ difcover who he is, 
you may, in like manner way-lay him in the 
night, attack him behind, and give him a 
good drubbing. If your adverfery hires better 
writers than himfelf, to abufe you more effec« 
tually, you may hire brawney porters, ftronger 
than yourfelf, to affift you in giving him a 
more cffeftual drubbing* Thus far goes my 
projed, as to private refentment and retribution. 
But if the public fhould ever happen to be 
afironted, as it ought to be, with the condud: 
of fuch writers, I would not advife proceeding 
immediately to thefe extremities, but that we 
fhould in moderation content ourfdves with 
tarring and feathering, and toffing them in ar 
blankiett« 

If, however, it fhould be thought that this^ 
topofal of mine may difturb the public peace, 
' fliould then humbly recommend to our 
kgifhtors to take up the confideration of both 
liberties, that of the prefs, and that of the 
cudgel ; and by an explicit law mark their 
txtent and limits : and at the fame time that 
they fecure the perfon of a citizen from affaults, 
they would likewife provide for the fecurity of 
his reputation. 
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PAP5R: A POCM. 



OOM C wit of old— -fuch wits of old there wtrci^^ 
Whofe hints (how'd meaning, whofe ^lludons carcy 
By one brav^ (Iroke to mark all human-kind, 
£aird clear blank paper ev'ry ipjant mind ; 
When ftilJy as opening fenfe lier didat^ wrote, 
Fair vinue put a feaJ, or vice a blot. 

The thQfight wa^s happy, p<ntinent, and true ^ 
Rethinks a genius might the plan. purfue. 
I (can you pardoja my prefumption), I-r- 
Nowit, no genius, yet for once will try. 

Variovs the papers various .vanCs produce. 
The wants of fafhion, elegance, and i!ife. 
Men are as various : and, if right I fcan, 
£ach fort oi paper reprefents fojme man. 

Pray note the fop — half powder and half lace — 
j^ice, as a bandbox were his dwelUne-place : 
He's the gik-paper^ which apart y<»i ftore. 
And Jock from vulgar hsu^s in the 'fcrutoire. 

Mechanics, fervants, farmers, and fo forth. 
Are copy-psfpery of inferior worth ; 
Xefs priz*d, more ufefuJ, for your defk decreed, 
Free to all pens, and prompt «t cv^ry need. 

The Wretch whom ayVice bids to pinch and fpar^ 
Starve, cheat, and pilfer, to enrich an heir. 
Is coarfe brown paper ; fuch as pedlars chooie 
To wrap up wares, ^ich better men will ufe. 

Take next the mirerfs contraft, who deftroys 
Health, fame, and fortune, in a round of joys. 
Will any paper match him ? Yes, throughout. 
He's a true fmhn^-paper^ paft all doubt. 
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The retail politician's anxious thought 
Deems thu fide always right, zudibat ftark nought y 
He foams with ccniure ; with applaufe he raves — 
A dupe to rumours, and a tool of knaves ; 
He*ll want no type his weaknefs to proclaim. 
While fuch a thing nsfooij-cap has a name. 

The hafly gentleman, whofe blood runs high, 
Who picks a quarrel, if you Qep awry, 
Who can't a jcft, or hint, or look endure : 
What's he ? What ? Touch-paper to be fure. 

What are our poets, take them as they fall, 
Good, bad, rich, poor, much read, not read at all ? 
Them and their works in the fame clafs you'il find ; 
They are the mere lutifle- paper of mankind. 

Obfcrve the maiden, innocently fweet. 
She's fair ivhite -paper ^ an unfullied (heet ; 
On which the happy man whom fate ordains, 
May write his name^ and take her for his pains. 

One inftance more, and only one I'll bring j 
Tis the great man who fcorns a little thing, 
Whofe thoughts, whofe deeds, whofe maxims are his own^ 
Form'd on the feelings of his heart alone : 
True genuine royal-paper is his brpaft ; 
Of all the kinds moil precious, pureli, bcd^ 
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ON THE ART OF SWIMMING. 



IN ANSWER TO SOME ENQ^UIRIES OF M. 
DUBOURG* ON THE SUBJECT.' 

Z AM apprebenfive that I fliall not b£ able to 
find leifure for making all the difquifitions and 
(experiments which would ' be defirable on this 
fubjeft. I muft, therefore, content nayfelf wit^^ 
^ few remarjcs. 

The fpecific gravity of fome human bodies, in 
comparifon to that of water, has been examined 
by M. Robinfon, in aur philofophical Tranfadi- 
ons, volujaie 50, page 30, for the year 1757. 
He aflerts, that fat perfons wjith fmall bones floajt 
moft eafily upon water. 

The diving bell is accurately defcribed in our 
Tranfafitions. 

When I was a boy, I made two ov^l pallets, 
each about ten inches long, and fix broad, with 
a hole for the thumb, in order to retain it faft iu 
the palm of my hand. They much refemble a 
painter's pallets. In fwimming I pufhed the 
edges of thefe forward, and I ftruck the water 
with their flat furfaces as I drew them back. I 
remember I fwam fafter by means of thefe pallets, 
but they fatigued my wrifts. — I alfo fitted to the 
foles of my feet a kind of fandals j but I was not 
fatisfied with them, becaufe I obferved that the 
ftrokc is partly given by the infide of the feet and 
the ancles, and not entirely with the foles of the 
feet. 

We have here waiftcoats for fwimming, which 
are made of double fail-cloth, with fmail pieces 
of corjc quilted in between them. 

f Tranflator of Dr. Franlliia's works into French. 

I know 
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I know nothing of the fcaphandre of M. de la 
Chapelle. 

I know by experience that it is a great comfort 
to a fwimmer, who has a confulerable diftance to 
go, to turn himfelf fometimes on his back, and 
to vary in other refpefts the means of procuring 
a progieflive motion. 

When he is feized with the cramp in the leg, 
the method of driving it away is to give to tlic 
parts afFefted a fudden, vigorous, and vic4ene 
ihock ; which he may do in the air as he f^ims 
dn his back. 

During the ^eat heats of fummcr there is no 
daneer in bathing, however warm we may be, 
in nvcr« which have been thoroughly warmed 
by the fun. But to throw onefclf into cold fpring 
water, when the body has been heated in the fun, 
is an imprudence whJch may prove fataL I once 
knew an infiance of four young men, who having 
worked at harveft in the heat of the day, with 
a view of refrefiiing themfelves plunged into a 
fpring of cold water : two died upon the fpot, a 
tiiird the next morning, and the fourth recover- 
ed with great difficulty. A copious draught of 
cold water, in fimilar circumftancefir, is frequent- 
ly attended with the fame effeft in North Ame- 
rica. 

The cxercife of fwimming is one of the moft 
healthy and agreeable in the world. After hav- 
ing fwam for an hour or two in the evening, one 
lleeps coolly the whole night, even during the 
moft ardent heat of fummer. Perhaps the pores 
being cleanfed, the infenfible perfpii^ation incrca- 
fes and occafions this coolncfs.— It is certain that 
much fwimming is the means of flopping, a diar- 
rhcea, and even of producing a conftipation. 
With refpeft to thofc who do not know how to 

fwim. 
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fwim, or who are affeded with a diarrhoea at a 
feafon ^hich does not pennit them to ufe that 
cxercife, a warm bath^ by deanfing and purify- 
ing the fkxn, is found very falutary, and often 
effefts a radical cure. I fpeak from my own ex- 
perience, frequently repeated, and that of others 
to whom I have recommended this 

Youwillnot bcdifpleafed if i conclude thefe 
hafty remarks, by. informing you, that as 
the ordinary method of fwimming is reduced to 
the aft of rowing with the arms and legs, and is 
confequently a laborious and fatiguing operation 
when the fpace of water to be croffed is confide- 
rable ; there is a method in which a fwimmer may 
pafs to ^at diftanccs with much facility, by 
means of a fail.V'This difcovery 1 fortunately i!nade 
by accident, and in the following manner. 

When I was a boy I amufed myfelf one day 
with flying a paper ^ite; and approaching the 
bank of a pond, which was near a mile broad, I 
tied the firing to' a ftake, and the kite afcehded 
to a very confiderable height above the pond, 
while I was fwimming. ^ In a little time, being 
defirous of amufing myfelf with my kite, and 
enjoying at the* 'fame time the pleafure of fwim- 
mmg;, I returned ; and loofing from the ilake 
the firing with the little fiick which was fattened 
to it, went again into the water, where I found, 
that, lying on my back and holding the fiick in 
my hands, I was drawn along the lurface of the 
water in a very agreeable manner. Having then 
engaged another boy to carry my clothes round 
the pond, to a place which I pointed out to him 
on the other fide, I began to crofs the pond with 
my kite, which carried me quite over without 
the leaft fatigue, and with the greateft pleafure 
' imaginable. I was only obliged occafionally to 
halt a little in my courfe, and refift its progrefs, 
* . when 
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when it appeared that, by following too quick, 
I lowered the kite too much ; by doing which 
occafionally I made it rife again. — I have never 
fince that time pradtifed this Angular mode of fwim- 
ming, though I think it not impofHble to crofs 
in this manner from Dover to Calais. The pac- 
ket-boat, however, is ftill preferable. 
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NEW MODE OF BATHING. 



EXTRACTS OF LETTERS TO M. DUBOURC. 



Londeo, July 28, 176^^ 

I GREATLY approve the epithet which you 
give, in your letter of the 8th of June/ to the 
new method of treating the fmall pox, which 
you call die tonic or bracing method : I will take 
occafion, from it, to mention a praftice to which 
I have accuftomed myfelf. You know the cold 
bath has long been in vogue here as a tonic ; but 
the fliock of the cold water has always appeared 
to me, generally fpeaking, as too violent, and I 
have found it much more agreeable to my con- 
ftitution to bathe in another element, I mean 
cold air. With this view I rife early almoft 
every morning, and fit in my chamber without 
any clothes whatever, half an hour or an hour, 
according to the.feafon, either reading or wri- 
ting. This pradice is not in the leaft painful, 
but, on the contrary, agreeable ; and if I return 
to bed afterwards, before I drefs myfelf, as fome- 
times happens, I make a fupplement to my nij^ht's 
reft of one or two hours of the moft pleafing 
fleep that can be imagined. I find no ill confe- 
quences whatever refulting from it, and that at 
leaft it does not injure my health, if it does not* 
in fact contribute much to its prefervation. — I 
fliall th^erefore call it for the future a bracitig or 
fonic bath. 

March 
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Mirth xo, i7f J. 

I {hall not attempt to explain why damp 
clothes occafion colds, rather than wet ones, be- 
caufe I doubt the fad ; I imagine that neither 
the one nor the other contribute to this effefl:, 
and that the caufes of colds are totally indepen- 
dent of wet and c\cn of cold. I propofe writ- 
ing a fliort paper on this fubjed, the firft mo- 
ment of leifure I have at my difpofal.*— In the 
mean time I can only fay, that having fome fuf- 
picions that the common notion, whicn attributes 
to cold the property of flopping the pores and 
obftruding perfpiration, was ill founded, I en- 
gaged a young phyfician, who is making fome 
experiments with Sandorius's balance, to efti- 
mate the diflcrcnt proportions of his perfpiration, 
when remaining one hour quite naked, and ano- 
ther warmly clothed. He purfued the experi- 
ment in this alternate manner for eight hours 
fucceflively, and found his perfpiration almoft 
double during thofe hours in which he was 
naked. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE GENERALLY 

PREVAILING DOCTRINES OF LIFE 

AND DEATH. 



TO THE SAME, 



Jt OUR obfcrvations on the caufes of death, 
and Ac experiments which you propofc for re- 
calling to life thofe who appear to be killed by 
lightning, demonftrate equsdly your fagacity and 
humanity. It appears that the doftrines of life 
and death, in general, are yet but little under- 
flood. 

A toad buried in fand will live, it is faid, un- 
til the fand becomes petrified ; and then, being 
inclofed in the ftone, it may ftill live for we 
know not how many ages. The fafts which^arc 
cited in fupport of this opinion, are too numer- 
ous and too ciraimftantial not to deferve a cer- 
tain degree of credit. As we are accuftomed to 
fee all the animals with which we are acquainted 
eat and drink, it appears to us difficult to con- 
ceive how a toad can be fupported in fuch a 
dungeon. But if we refleft, that the neceffity 
of nouri&ment, which animals experience in 
their ordinary ftate, proceeds from the continual 
wafte of their fubftance by perfpiration ; it will 
appear lefs incredible, that fome animals in a 
torpid ftate, perfpiring lefs becaufe they ufe no 
cxercife, Ihould have lefs need of aliment ; and 
that others, which are covered with fcales or 
ihells, which ftop perfpiration, fuch as land and 
fea turtles, ferpents, and fome fpecies of filh^ 
ihould be able to fubfift a confiderable time with- 

out 
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out any nouriflnnent whatever, — A plant, with 
its flowers, fades and dies immediately, if ex«> 
pofed to the air without having its roots im- 
merfed in a humid foil, from which it may draw 
a fulUcient quantity of moifture, to fupply that 
which exhales from its fubftance, and is carried 
off continually by the air. Perhaps, however, 
if it were buried in quickfilver, it might preferve, 
for a confiderable fpace of time, its vegetable 
life, its fmcU and colour. If this be the cafe, it 
might prove a commodious method of tranfport- 
ing from diftant counfries thofe delicate plants 
which arc unable to fufiain the inclemency of 
the weather at fea, and which require particular 
care and attention. 

I have fcen an inftance of common flies pre-* 
ferved in a manner fomewhat fimilar. They 
had been drowned in Madeira wine, apparently 
about the time when it was bottled in Virginia^ 
to be fent to London. At the opening of one 
of the bottles, at the houfe of a friend where I 
was, three drowned flies fell into the firft glafs 
which was filled. Having heard it remarked 
that drowned flies were capable of being revived 
by the rays of the fun, I propofed making the 
experiment upon thefe. They were therefore 
cxpofed to the fun, upon a fieve which had been 
employed to ftrain them out of the wine. In 
lefs than three hours two of them began by de- 
giees to recover life. They commenced by fome 
convulfive motions in the thighs, and at length 
they raifed themfelves upon their legs, wiped 
their eyes with their fore feet, beat and brufhed 
their wings with their hind feet, and foon after 
began to fly, finding themfelves in Old England, 
without knowing how they came thither. The 
third continued lifelefs until fun-fet, when, lo- 
ling all hopes of him, he was thrown away. 

Iwifh 
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I wifli it were poffible, from this inftance, to 
invent a method of embalming drowned perfons, 
in fuch a manner that they might be recalled to 
life ajt any period, however diftant ; for having 
a very ardent defire to fee and obferve the ftate 
of America an hundred years hence, I fhould 
prefer, to an ordinary death, the being immerfed 
in a calk of Madeira wine, with a few friends, 
until that time, then to be recalled to life by the 
folar warmth of my dear country I But fince, iu 
all probability, we live in an age too early, and 
too near the infancy of fcience, to fee fuch an 
art brought in our time to its perfedion, I muft, 
for the prefent, content myfelf with the treat, 
which you are fo kind as to promife me, of the 
refurreftion of a fowl or a turkey-cock. 



PRE- 
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PRECAUTIONS TO BE USEl) BY THOSE 

W'HO ARE ABOUT TO UNDERTAKE 

A SEA VOYAGE, 

When you intend to take a long voyage^ 
nothing is better than to keep it a fecret till the 
moment of your departure. Without this, you 
iiriU be continually interrupted and tormented by 
vifits from friends and acquaintances, who not 
only make you lofe your valuable time, but 
make you fbiget a thoufand things which you 
wilh to remember ; fo that when you are em- 
barked, and fairly at fea, you reccrflecl:, with 
much uneafmefs, affairs which you have not ter- 
minated, accounts that you have not fettled, and 
a number of things which you propofed to carry 
with you, and which you find the want of every 
moment. Would it not be attended with the 
beft confequences to reform fuch a cuftom, and 
to fuffer a traveller, without deranging him, to 
make his preparations in quietnefs, to fet apart 
a few days, when 'ihefe are finiflied, to take 
leave of his friends, and to receive their good 
wifhes for his happy return ? 

It is not always in one's power to choofe a 
captain ; though great part of the pleafure and 
happinefs of the palTage depends upon this choice, 
and though one muft for a time be confined to 
his company, and be in fome meafure under his 
command. If he is a focial fenfible man, oblig- 
ing, and of a good difpofition, you will be fo 
much the happier. One fometimes meets with 
people of this defcription, but they are not com- 
mon ; however, if yours be not of this number, 
if he be a good feaman, attentive, careful, and 

aftive 
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Sffive in the management of his veflel, you muft 
difpenfe with the reft, for thefe are the moft ef- 
fential qiialiiies. , 

Whatever right you may have, by your agree- 
ment with hiro, to the provifions he has taken 
on board for the ufe of the paffengers, it is always 
proper to have fome private ftore, which you 
may make ufe of occafionally. You ought, there- 
fore, to provide good water, that of the ibip 
being often bad } but you muft put it into bottles, 
without which you cannot expeft to prefervo it 
fweet. You ought alfo to carry with you good 
tea, ground coffee, chocolate, wine of that fort 
which you like beft, cyder, dried raifins^ almonds, 
fugar, capillaire, citrons, rum, eggs dipped in 
oil, portable foup, bread twice baked. With re- 
gard to poultry, it is almoft lifdeis to carry any 
with you, unlefs you I'efolve to undertake the 
office of feeding and fattening them yourfclf. 
With the little care which is taken of them on 
board fhip, they are almoft all fickly, and their 
flefli is as tough as leather. 

All faifors entertain an opinion^ which has un*' 
doubtedly originated formerly from a want of 
water, and when it has been found neceflary to 
be fparing of it, that poultry never know when 
they have drank enough ; and that when water 
is given them at difcretion, they generally kiU 
themfelves by drinking beyond meafure. In con^ 
fequence of this opinion, they give then» water 
only once in two days, and even then in fmalt 
quantities : but as they pour this water into 
troughs inclining on one fidej which occaftons. 
it to run to the lower part, it thence it happens 
that they are obliged to mount one upon the hack- 
of another in order to reach it ; and there are 
fome which cannot even dip their beaks in it* 
Thus co^itioually tantalized and tormented by 
Q^ thirft. 
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thirft, they arc unable to digeft their food, which 
is very dry, and they foon rail fick and die. Some 
of them are found thus every morning, and arc 
thrown into the fea ; whilft thofc which are kill- 
ed for the table are fcarcely fit to be eaten. To 
remedy this inconvenience, it will be neceflarj^ 
to divide their troughs into fmall compartments, 
in fuch a manner that each of them may be capa- 
ble of containing water ; but this is feldom or 
never done. On this account, flieep and hogs 
are to be confidered as the beft frem provifion 
that one can have at fea ; mutton there being in 
general very good, and pork excellent. 

It may happen that fome of the provifions and 
flores which I have recommended may become 
alitioft ufelefs, by the care which the captain has 
taken to lay in a proper ftock; but in fuch a cafe 
you may difpofe of it to relieve the poor paffen- 
gers, who, paying lefs for their paffage, are flow- 
ed among the common failors, and have no right 
to the captain's provifions, except fuch pait of 
them as is ufed for feeding the crew. Thefe paf- 
fengers are fometimes fick, melancholy, andde- 
jcf ted ; and there are often women and children 
among them, neither of whom have any oppor- 
tunity of procuring thofe things which I have 
mentioned, and of which, perhaps, they havef 
the greateft need. By diftributing amongft then^ 
a part ofyour fuperfluity, you may be of the 
greateft afliftance to them. You,may reftore their * 
health, fave their lives, and in ftiort render them 
happy ; which always affords the livelieft fenfa- 
tion to a feeling mind. 

The moft difagreeable thing at fea is the cook- 
ery; for there is not, properly fpeaking, any 
profeffed cook on board. The worft failor is ge- 
nerally chofen for that purpofe, who for the moft 
part is eq^ually dirty. Hence comes the .proverb 

ufed 
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ufed among the Englifli failors, that God fends 
pieat, and the Devil fends cooks. Thofe, however, 
who have a betteir Opinion of Providence, will 
think otherwife. Knowing that fea air, and the 
exercife or motiofl which they receive from the 
rolling of the fliip, haVef a wonderful eflFeft in 
whetting the appetite, they will fay, that Provi- 
dence has given failors bad cooks to prevent them 
from eating too much ; or that knowing they 
would have bad cooks, he has given them a good 
appetite to prevent them from dying with hun- 
ger. Howevtr, if yoti have no confidence in 
thefe fuccours of Providence, you. may yourfelf, 
with a lamp and a boiler, by the help of a little 
fpirits of wine, prepare fome food, fuch as foup, 
haili, &c. A fmall oven made of tin-plate is not 
a bad piece of furniture : your fervant may roaft 
in it a piece of mutton or pork. If you are ever 
tempted to eat fait beef, which is often very good, 
you will find that cyder is the befl: liquor to quench 
the thirfl: generally caufed by fait meat or 
fait fifli. Sea-bifcuit, which is too hard for the 
teeth of fome people, may be foftened by fleeping 
it ; but bread double baked is the beft ; for being 
made of good loaf -bred cut into flices, and baked 
a fecond time, it readily imbibes water, becomes 
foft, and is eafily digefted : it confequently forms 
excellent nourifhment, much fuperior to that of 
bifcuit, which has not been fermented, 

I muft here obferve, that this double-baked 
bread was originally the real bifcuit prepared to 
keep at fea ; for the word bifcuit^ in French, fig- 
nifies twice baked *• Peafe often boil badly, and 
do not become foft ; in fuch a cafe, by putting 
a two jpound fliot into the kettle, the rolling of 
the veflel, by means of this bullet, will convert 
the peafe into a kind of porridge, like muftard. 

* It is derived from lU again, and cult baked. 

C^2 Having 
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Havinpf often feen foup, when put upon the 
tabic at ica in broad flat.difhcs, thrown out on 
every fide by the rolling of the veffel, I have 
wiflied that l)ur tin-men would make our fonp- 
bafons with divifions or compartments ; forming 
fmall plates, proper, for containing foup for one 
pcrfon only. By this difpofition, the foup, in 
an extraordinary roll, would not be thrown out 
of the plate, and would not fall into the brcafts 
of thofe who are at table, and fcald them. — Having 
entertained you with thefe things of little impor- 
tance, permit me now to conclude with fome 
general reflcftions upon navigation. 

When navigation is employed only for tranf- 
porting necellary provifions from one country, 
where they abound, to another where they arc 
wanting ; when by this it prevents famines which 
were fo frequent and fo fatal before it was inven- 
ted and became fo common ; we cannot help con- 
fidering it as one of thofe arts which contribute 
moft to the happincfs of mankind. — But when it 
is employed to tranfport things of no utility, or 
articles merely of luxury, it is uncertain whether 
the advantages refuking from it are fufficient to 
counterbalance the misfortunes it occafions, by 
expofing the lives of fo many individuals upon 
the vaft ocean. And when it is ufed to p^undc^ 
veffels and tranfport flaves, it is evidently only 
the dreadful means of increafing thofe calamities 
V^hich afflict human nature. 

One is aftoniflied to think on the number of 
veffels and men who are daily expofed in going: 
to bring tea from China, coffee from Arabia, ana 
fugar and tobacco from America ; all commodi- 
ties which our anceftors lived very well without. 
The fugar trade employs nearly a thoufand vef- 
fels J and that of tobacco almoft the fame num- 
ber. 
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jber. With regard to the utility of tobacco, littk 
can be faid; and, with regard to fugar, how^ 
piuch more meritorious would it be to facrifice 
the momentary pleafure vvhich we receive from 
drinking it once or twice a-day in our tc^, thaa 
to encourage the numberlefs cnielties that are 
continually exercifed in ordtr to procure it us?? 

A celebrated French moralift faid, that, whea 
he confidered dit war which we foment in Afrir 
ca to get negroes, the great number who of courfc 
jperifli in thefe wars; the multitude of thofe 
wretches who die in their paffage, by difeafe, ba<J 
air, and bad proviCons ; and laftly, how many 
perifli by the cruel treatment they ojeet with iiy 
a ftate of flavery ; when he faw a Iwt of fugar, he 
could not help ii?iagining it to be cdvered with 
fpots of human blood. But, had he added to 
thefe coniiderations the wars which we carry oh 
againft one another, to take and retake the iflands 
that produce this commodity, he would not have 
fecn thelugar {imply ffiotted vvith bipod, he would- 
have beheld it entirely tinged with it. 

Thefe wars make the maritime powers ojF Eu- 
rope, and the inhabitants of Paris and London, 
pay much dearer for t|ieip fiiffar than thofe of 
Vienna, though they are almoft thrc^ hun- 
dred leagues diftant frpm the fea. A poqnd of 
iugar, indeed, cofts the former not only the|)rice 
which they giye for it, but alfo what they pay 
in taxes, neceffary to fupport thofe fleets and ar,. 
inies which ferve to defend and nrottft tb^e coun- 
tries that produce it, 
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ON LUXURY, IDLENESS, AND INDUSTRY : 



From a Letter to Benjamin Vaughan^ E/q. ♦ 
written in 1784. 

IT is wonderful how prepofteroufly the affairs 
of this world are managed. Naturally one would 
imagine, that the intereft of a few individuals 
fliould give way to general intereft ; but indi- 
viduals manage their affairs vnxh fo much more 
application, induftry, and addrels, than the pub- 
lic do theirs, that general intereft moft commonly 
gives way to particular. We affemble parlia- 
ments and councils, to have the benefit of their 
coUefted wifdom ; but we neceffarily have, at 
the fame time, the inconvenience of their col- 
leded paffions, prejudices, and private interefts. 
By the help of thefe, artful men overpower 
their wifdom, and dupe its poffeffors: and if 
wc may judge by the acts, arrets, and edicts, 
all the world over, for regulating commerce, art 
affembly of great men is the greateft fpol upon 
earth. 

I have not yet, indeed, thought of a remedy 
for luxury. I am not fure that in a great ftate 
it is capable of a remedy ; nor that the evil is in 
itfelf always fo great as it is reprefented. Sup- 
pofe we include in the definition of luxury all 
unneceflary expence, and then let us confider 
whether laws to prevent fuch expence are poflible 
to be executed in a greiat country, and whether, 

* Prefent member of parliament for the borough of 
Calne. in Wiltlhire, between whom and our author there 
fubliltcd a very clofe friendfbip. 

if 
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if they coyU be executed, our people generally 
would be happier, or even richer. Is not the 
Jiope of being one day able to purchafe and en- 
joy luxuries, a great fpur to labour and induftry ? 
May not luxury therefore produce more than it 
confumes, if, without fuch a fpur, people would 
be, as they are naturally enough inclined to be, 
lazy and indolent ? To this purpofe I remember 
a circumftance. The Ikipper of a IhaUop, em- 
ployed between Cape-May and Philadelphia, had 
done us forae fmall fervice, for which he refufed 
to be paid. My wife underftanding that he had 
a daughter, fent her a prefent of ^ uew-fi^fliioned 
cap. Three ye^rs after, this Ikipper being at my 
Jioufe with an old farmer of Cape-May, his paf- 
fenger, he mentioned the cap, and how much 
Jiis daughter had been pleafed with it. " But 
.*' (laid he) it proved a dear c?ip tQ our congre- 
" gation.'* — How fo? — " Whea my daughter 
*^ appeared with it at meeting, it was fo much 
'* admired, that all the girls rcfolved to get fych 
*' caps from Philadelphia ; and my wife ^nd I 
^* computed that the whole could not have coft 
*' lefs than a hundred pounds." — " True (faid 
" the farmer), but you do not tell ^11 the ftory. 
*' I think the cap was neverthelefs an advantage 
** to us ; for it was the firft thing that put our 
^' girls upon knitting worftcd mittens for fale at 
4*' Philadelphia, that they might have where- 
*' withal to buy caps and ribbons there; and 
^* you know that that induftry has continued, 
*' and is likely to continue and jncreafe tQ a 
^^ much greater value, -^nd anfwer better pur- 
** pofes/* — Upon the whole, I was more recon- 
ciled to this little piece of luxury, fince not only 
the girls were made happier by having fine caps, 
but the PhiladelpUians by the fupply of warni 
piittens. 

In 
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In our commercial towns upon the fea-coaft, 
fortunes will occafionally be made. Some of 
thofe who grow rich will be prudent, live withia 
bounds, and preferve what they have gained for 
their pofterity : others, fond of flicwing their 
wealth, will be extravagant, and ruin themfeJvcs, 
Laws cannot prevent this : and perhaps it is not 
always an evil to the public. A (hilling fpent 
idly by a fool, may be picked up by a wifer per- 
fon, who knows better what to do with it. It is 
therefore not loft. A vain, filly, fellow builds a 
fine houfe, furniflies it riclily, lives in it expen* 
fively, and in a few years ruins himfelf : bui the 
mafons, carpenters, fmiths, and other honeft 
tradefmen, have been by his employ affifted in 
maintaining and raifing their families ; the far* 
mcr has been paid for his labour, and encouraged, 
and the eftate is now in better hands. — In iome 
cafes, indeed, certain modes of luxury may be 
a public evil, in the fame manner as it is a private 
one. If there be a nation, for inttance, that ex- 
ports its beef and linen, to pay for the importa- 
tion of claret and porter, while a great part of 
its people live upon potatoes j and wear no fliirts; 
wherein does it differ from the fbt who lets his 
family ftarve, and fells his clothes to buy drink ? 
Our American commerce is, I confefs, a little iii 
this way. We fell our victuals to the iflands for 
mm and fugar ; the fubftantial neceflaries of life 
ff)r fuperfluitics. But we have plenty, and live 
well neverthelefs ; though, by being foberer, we 
might be richer. 

The vaft quantity of foreft land we have yet 
to clear, and put in order for cultivation, will 
for a long time keep the body of our nation labo#^ 
rious and frugal. Forming an opinion of our 
people and their manners, by what is feen among 
the inhabitants of the fea-ports, is judging from 

an 
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ftn improper fample. The people of the trading 
towns may be rich and luxurious, while the 
country poffeffes all the virtiies that tend to pro- 
mote happinefs and public prQri>erity. Thofc 
towns are not much regarded by the country ; 
tliey are hardly coniidered as an eilbntial part of 
the States ; and the experience of tlie laft war 
has fliewn, that their being in the poffeflion of 
the enemy did not ncceffarily draw on the fulv 
jeftion of the country ; which bravely continued 
.to maintain its freedom and independence not- 
withftanding. 

it has been computed by fome political arith- 
metician, that if every man and woman would 
Work for four hours each day on fomething ufe- 
ful, that labour would produce fufficientfb pro- 
cure all the neceffarics and comforts of life ; walit 
and mifery w^ould be baniflied out of the world, 
^nd the rett of the twenty-four hours might be 
leifure and pleafure. 

What occafions then fo much want and mifery ? 
It is the employment of men and women in 
works that produce neither the neceffaries nor 
conveniences of life, who, with thofe who do 
nothing, confume' neceffaries raifed by the labo- 
rious. To explain this : 

The firft elements of wealth are obtained by 
labour, from the earth and watei^s. I have land, 
and raife corn. With this, if I feed ^ family 
that docs nothing, my corn will be confumed, 
and at the end of the year I fliall be no richer* 
than I was at the beginning. But if, while I 
feed them, I employ them, fome in fpinning, 
others in making bricks, &:c. for building, the 
value of my cor.n will be arretted and remain 
With me, and at the end of the year we may all 
be better clothed and better lodged. And if, in^- 
Head of employing a man I feed in making 
h. • ■ bricks. 
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bricks, I employ him in fiddling for me, the com 
he eats is gone, and no part of his manufa<5lure 
remains to augment the wealth and convenience 
of the family : I fhall therefore be the poorer for 
this fiddling man, unlefs the reft of my family 
work more, or eat lefs, to make up the defici* 
•cncy he occafions. 

Look round the world, and fee the millions 
jcmployed in doing nothing, or in fomething 
that amounts to nothing, when the neceflaries 
:md conveniences of life are in queftion. What 
is the bulk of commerce, for which we fight 
and deftroy each other, but the toil of millions 
for {uperfluities, to the great hazard and lofs of 
many lives, by the conftant dangers of the fea ? 
How i^uch labour is fpent in building and fitting 
great ihips, to go to China and Arabia for tea 
and coffee, to the Weft Indies for fugar, to 
America for tobacco ? Thefe things cannot be 
called the neceflaries of life, for our anceftors 
lived very comfortably without them. 

A queftion may be alked : Could all thefe 
people now employed in raifing, making, or 
carrying fuperfluities, be fubfifted by raifing 
neceflaries ? I think they might. The world is 
large, and a great part of it ftill uncultivated. 
Many hundred millions of acres in Afia, Africa 
and America, are ftill in a foreft ; and a great 
deal even in Europe. On a hundred acres of this 
foreft a man might become a fubftantial farmer ; 
and a hundred thoufand men employed in clear- 
ing each his hundred acres, would hardly 
brighten a fpot big enough to be vifible from the 
Hioon, unleis with Herfchers telefcope ; fo vaft 
are the regions ftill in M^ood. 

It is however fome comfort to reflect, that, 
upon the whole, the quantity of induftry and 
p; udcnce among mankind exceeds the quantity 

of 
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of idlenefs and folly. Hence the increafc of good 
buildings, farms cultivated, and populous cities 
filled with wealth, all over Europe, which a few 
ages fince were only to be found on the coafts q£ 
the Mediterranean ; and this notwithftanding the 
mad wars continually raging, by which are oftea 
deftroyed in one year the works of many years 
peace. So that we may hope, the luxury of a 
few merchants on the coaft will not be the ruii| 
of America. 

One reflection more, and I will end this long 
rambling letter. Almoft all the parts of our 
bodies require fome expence. The feet demand 
fhoes ; the legs ftockings ; the reft of the body 
clothing ; and the belly a good deal of viftuab. 
Our eyes, though exceedinghr ufeful, afk when 
reafonable, only the cheap afliftance of fpectaclcs, 
which could not much impair our finances. But 
the eyes of other people are the eyes that ruia 
us. If all but myfelf were blind, I fliould want 
neither fine clothes, fin^ hoyfes, nor fine fiir* 
niture. 
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ON THE SLAVE TRADE. 

Iv E A I) I N G in the newfjxipers the fpeech of 
Mr. jackfon in congrcls, agaiiitt meudliiig witl| 
the affair of flavei y, or attempting to mend the 
condition of fiavcs, it put me in mind of a fimi- 
1^ fpeech, made about one hundred years fince^ 
by Sidi Mehemet Ibrahim, a member of the Divan 
of Algiers, which may be fcen in Martin's ac- 
count of his confullhip, 1687, It was againft 
granting the petition of the fed called Erika^ ox 
Purijls^ who prayed for the abolition of piracy 
ajKi flavcry as being unjuft. — Mr. Jackfon does 
not quote it ; pcrl\aps he has not iieen it. If, 
therefore, fome of its rcafonings are to be found 
20 his eloquent fpeech, it may only jfhew that 
men's interefts operate, and aie operated on, 
with furprifing fimilarity, in all countries and 
climates, whenever they are under fimilar circum- 
ilances. The African fpeech, as tranflated, is as 
ibllows : 

" Alia Bifmillah, &c. God is great, and Ma- 
Iiomet is his prophet. 

** Have thcfe Erika confidered the ^onfequen- 
ces of granting their petition ? If we ceafe our 
cruifes againft the Chriftians, how ihall we be 
furniflied with the commodities their countries 
produce, and which are fo neceffary for us? If 
we forbear to make flaves of their people, who, 
in this hot climate, are to cultivate our lands ? 
Who are to perform the common labours of our 
city, and of our families ? Muft we not then be 
our own flaves ? And is there not more compafli- 
on jnd more favour due to us Muffulmen, than 
to thofe Chriftian dogs ? — We have now above 
£fty thoufand flaves in and near Algiers. This 

number. 
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Hiutnber, if not kept ilp by frefli fupplies, wiU 
foon diminifti, ^nd be gradually annihilated. li\. 
then, we ceafe taking and plundering the infidel 
ihips^ and making flaves of the feamen and paffen- 
gers, otir lands will become of no value, for want 
of cultivation ; the rents of houfes in the city 
will fink one half; and the revenues of govern-, 
ment, arifing from the ibare of prizes, muft be; 
totally deftroyed.— 'And for what? To gratify 
the whim of a whimfical feft, who would have- 
us not only forbear making more flaves, but even 
manumit thofe we have. But who is to indemni- 
fy their matters for the lofs ? Will the ftatc do it ; 
Is our treafury fuiEcient ? Will the Erika do it ? 
Can th-ey do it ? Or would they, to do what they 
think juftice to the flaves, do a greater injtiftice 
to the owners ? And if we fet our flaves free,- 
what is to be done with them? Few of them 
will return to their native countries; they know^ 
too well the greater hardfliips they niiuft there 
be fubjeft to. They will not embrace our holy 
Religion : they will not adopt our manners : our 
people will not pollute themfelves by intermarry- 
ing with them. Muft we maintain them as beg* 
gars in our ftreets ? or fufFer our properties to be 
the prey of their pillage ? for men accuftomed to 
flavery will not work for a livelihood, when not 
Com|>dled.— 'And what is there fo pitiable in theif 
prefcnt condition ? Were they not flaves in their 
own cotmtries ? Are not Spain, Portugal, France, 
a:nd the Italian fl:ates, governed by defpots, who' 
hold all their fubjefts in flavery, without except 
fion ? Even England treats her failors as flaves, 
fpr they are, whenever the government plealcs,;; 
feized and confined in fliips of war, cdndehmed 
not only to work, but to fight for fmall wa^es, 
<>r a mere fubfiftcnce, not bettet than our flaves 
are allowed by us. Is their condition then made 

worfc 
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worfe by their falling into our hands ? No ; they 
have only exchanged one flavery for another ; 
and I may fay a better : for here they are brought 
into a land where the fun of Iflamifm gives forth 
its light, and ihincs in full fplendour, and they 
have an opportunity of making themfelves ac- 
quainted with the true doclrine, and thereby 
faving their immortal fouls. Thofe who remain 
at home, have not that happinefs. Sending the 
ilaves home, then, would be fending them out 
of light into darknefs. 

*' I repeat the queftion, what is to be done 
with them ? I have heard it fuggefted, that they 
may be planted in the wildernefs, where there 
is plenty of land for them to fubfift on, and 
where they may flouriih as a free ftate. — But 
they are, I doubt, too little difpofed to labour 
without compulfion, as well as too ignorant to 
cftablifh good government : and the wild Arabs • 
would foon moleft and deftroy, or again enflave • 
them. While ferving us, we take care to pro- 
vide them with every thing; and they are treated 
with humanit}''* I'he labourers in their own 
countries are, as I am informed, worfe fed, 
lodged, and clothed. The condition of moft of 
them is therefore already mended, and requires 
no farther improvement. Here their lives are in 
lafety. They are not liable to be imprefled for 
foldiers, and forced to cut one another's Chriftian 
throats, as in the wars of their own countties. 
If fome of the religious mad bigots, who now 
teafe us with their filly petitions, have, in a fit 
of blind zeal, freed their flaves, it was not gene- 
rofity, it was not humanity that moved them to 
the aftion ; it was from the confdous burthen 
of a load of fins, and hope, from the fuppofed 
merits of fo good a work, to hi excufed from 
damnation — How grofsly are they miftaken, in 
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imagining flavery to be difavowed by the Alco- 
ran: Are not the two precepts, to quote no 
more, " Matters, treat your fla^s with kind- 
nefs— Slaves, ferve your matters withcheerfulnefe 
and fidelity," dear proofs to the contrary ? Nor 
can the plundering of infidels be in that facred 
book forbidden ? fince it is well known from it 
that God has given the world, and all that it 
contains, to his faithful Muflulmen, who are to 
enjoy it, of right, as faft as they can conquer 
it. Let us then hear no more of this dctettablc 
propofition, the manumiflion of Chriftian flaves, 
the adoption of which would, by depreciating our 
lands and houfes, and thereby depriving fo many 
good citizens of their properties, create univerfal 
difcontent, and provoke infurreftions, to the 
endangering of government, and producing ge- 
neral confufion. I have, therefore, no doubt that 
this wife council will prefer the comfort and hap- 
pinefs of a whole nation of true believers, to tho 
whim of a few Erika, and difmifs their petition." 

The refult was, as Martin tells us, that the Di^ 
van came to this refolution : " That the doftrine, 
" that the plundering and enflaving the Chriflians 
" is unjutt, is at beft problematical; but that it 
" is the intereft of this ftate to continue tlie prac- 
" tice, is clear; therefore, let the petition be re- 
" jefted/' And it was rejefted accordingly. 

And fince like motives are apt to produce, in 
the minds of men, like opinions and refolutions, 
may we not venture to predict, from this account, 
that the petitions to the parliament of England 
for abolifliing the flave trade, to fay nothing of 
other legiflatures, and the debates upon them, 
will have a fimilar conclufion. 

HISTORICUS. 

March a?, 1790, 
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6BSERVATI0NS ON WAR; 

• 

Jd Y the original law of nations, war and e:^tir- 
fiation were the pirnifhment of injury. Huma- 
nizinp; by degrees, it admitted flavery inftead of 
death : a farther ftep was, the exchange of prf- 
fbnors inftead of fla\'ery : another, to refpeA tnort 
the property of private perfons under conqueft, 
and be content with acquired dominion. Why. 
fiiould not this law of nations go on improving? 
Ages have intervened between its feveralfteps. 
but as knov/Iedge of Tate increafes rapidly, why 
fbould not thofc fteps be quickened? Why ihould 
it not be agreed to, as the future law of nations^ 
that in any war hereafter the following defcriptioa 
t>{ men fiiould beundifturbed, have the protecti- 
on of both iides, and be permitted to fbUo\r 
their employments in fecnrity ? viz. 

r. Cultivators of the earth, becaufe they labour 
for the fiibfiftence of mankind. 

2^ Jfjftiermen, for the fame reafon. 

3. Merchants and traders in unarmed ihips^- 
who accommodate different nations by commu'« 
Bleating and exchanging the neceflafics and con- 
vcniencies of life. 

4. Artifts and mechanics, inhabiting and 
Working in open towns. 

It is hardly nece0ary to add, that the hofpitals 
of enemies fliould be unmolefted — tliey oiight to 
be aiSfted. It is for the intereft of humanity iit 
general, that the occafions of war, and the in- 
ducements to it, Ihould be diminiftied. If rapine 
be aboliflied, one of the encouragements to ww' 
fs taken away; and peace therefore more likely to 
contini;^ and be lafting. 
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The pradictf 6f tobbing merchants on the high 
feas — a remnant of the antient piracy—- though it 
may be accidentally beneficial to particular perfons, 
is far from being profitable to all engaged in it, 
or to the nation that authorifes it« In the begin« 
ning of a war fome rich flrips are ftuprized and 
taken. This encourages the firft adventurers to 
fit oiit more armed vdffels; and many others to 
do the fame. But the efiemy at the fame time 
become more careful; arm their nleirchint £bips 
better, and render them not fo eafy to be taken: 
they gd alfo more under the prdt^ftion of con- 
voys. Thus, while the privateers t^ take them 
are multiplied, the Veflels fubjecl to be taken, 
and the chances of profit, are diiAiniihed) fo that 
many cruifes are made wherein the expencte 
overgo the gains ; and, as is the cafe in other lot- 
teries, though particulars have got prizes, the 
mafe of idventtirers are lofers, the whole expence 
of fitting out all the privateers during a war be- 
ing much greatet than the; whole aittiount of goods 
taken. 

Then there is the national lo& Of all the labour 
of fo many men during the time they have been 
employed in robbing; who befide^ fpen4 what 
they get in riot, drunkennefs, and debauchefy; 
lofe their habits of induftry j aire rarely fit for any 
fober btifinefe after a peace, and ferve only to in- 
creafethe number of bighwaf menafid houfebreak- 
ets. £ven the undertakers who have been for- 
tiinace, are, by fudden wealth, led into e^^penfive 
Irring, the habit of which continues when tJi6 
mcMkB of fiipportftig it ceafe, and finally ruins 
them : si hift punifhmrent for their having tvan- 
toi^ ancTunfeelin^ ruined many hotleft, inno- 
cettt traders and their families, whofe fubfian(^e 
was employed in ferving the cofnfnon kitereft of 
mankind. 

R ON 
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ON THE 
IMPRESS OF SEAMEN. 



AV« copied from Dr. FranlUn^s writing in pencil in the margin 
of Judge Fofier*s cehhrated argument in favour of the Impres- 
sing OF Seamen {^fuhVt/bed in the folio edition of his works,) 



JUDGE Foftef, p. 158. " Every Man."— 
The conclufion here from the whole to a part^ does 
not feem to be good logic. If the alphabet Ihould 
fay. Let us all fight for the defence of the whble; 
that is equal, and may. therefore, be juft. But 
if they fliould fay, Let A B G and D go out and 
fight for us, tvhiie we ftay at home and flecp in 
whole ikins ; that is not equal, and therefore can« 
not be juft. 

lb. " Employ." — If you pleafe. The word 
fignifies engaging a man to work for me, by t)f* 
fefing him fuch wages as are fiifficient to induce 
him to prefer my fervice. This is very different 
from compelling him to work on fuch terms as 
I think proper. 

lb. " This fervice and employment, &c." — 
Thefc are falfe fafts. His employments and fer- 
vice are not the faml. — Under the merchant he 
goes in an unarmed veffel, not obliged to fight, but 
to tranfport merchandize. In the king's fervice 
he is obliged to fight, and to hazard all the dan- 
gers of ba:ttle. Sicknefs on board of king's fhips 
is atfd more common and more mortal. The 
merchant's fervice too he can quit at the end of 
the voyage ; not the king's. AMb, the merchant's 
wages are much higher. 

IK 
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lb: ** I am vefy fenfible, &c" — Here are two 
things put in comparifon that are not compara- 
ble: viz. injury to feamen, and inconvenience 
to trade. Inconvenience to the whole trade of 
a nation will not juftify injuftice to a finele fea- 
man. If the trade would fuflFer without nis fer- 
vice, it is able and ought to be willing to offer 
him fuch wages as may induce him to afford his 
fervice voluntarily. 

Page 159. " Private mifchief muli be borne 
*' with patience, for preventing a national cala- 
** mity.*' — ^Where is this maxim in law and good 
policy to be found ? And how can that be a max- 
im which is riot confiftent wich common fenfe? 
If the maxim had been, that private mifchiefs, 
which prevent a national calamity, ought to be 
generoufly compenfated by the nation, one might 
underftand it: but that fuch private mifchiefs 
are only to be borne with patience, is abfurd ! 

lb. " The expedient, &c. And, &c." (Para- 
graphs 2 and 3), — Twenty inefiedual or inconve- 
nient fchemes will not juftify one that is unjuft. 

lb. " Upon the foot of, &c." — Your reafoning^ 
indeed, like a lie,' ftands but upon ont foot ; truth 
upon two. 

Page 160. " Full wages.'^ — ^Probably the fame 
they had in the merchant's fervice- 

Page 174. " I hardly admit, &c/' (Paragraph 

5). When this author fpeaks of impreifing, 

page 158, he diminifties the horror of the pradice 
as much as poffible, by prefentirig to the mind 
one failor only fuffering a " bardjhip" (as he ten- 
derly calls it) in fome " particular cafes** only ; 
and he places againft this private mifcnief the m- 
convenieiice to the trade of the kingdom. — But 
if, as he fuppofes is often the cafe, the failor who 
is prefled, and obliged to ferve for the defence o£ 
trade, at the rate of twenty-fivelhijlings a month,' 

R a cotild 
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could get three pounds fifteen flullkigsin the mer« 
chant's fervice, you tak« from him fifty fluUings 
a month ; and ir you have a ioo,o«o in your fer- 
vice, you rob this honeft induftrious part of fod« 
cty and their poor families of 250^000!; per 
month, or three millions a year, and at the fame 
time oblige them to hazard their lives in fighting 
for the defence of your trade ; to the defence of 
which all ought indeed to contribute (and failoxs' 
among the reft) in proportion to their profits by 
it ; but this three millions is more than their 
fhare, if they did not pay with their perfons ; but 
when you force that, raethinks you ihould ex* 
cufe the other. 

But it may be faid, to give the king's feajnen 
merchant's wages would coft the nation too 
much) and caH for more taxes. The queftion^ 
then will amount to this : whether it be juft in a 
community, that the richer* part ftould compel 
the poorer to fight in defence of them and their 

{properties, for (uch wages as they think fit to al- 
ow, and punifli them if they refafc? Our author 
tells us that it is ** legdL*^ I have not law enough- 
to difpule his authorities, but I cannot perfuader 
myfelf th«i^t it is equitable^ I will^. however, 
own for the prefent, that it may be lawful when 
neceffary: j but then I contend that it may bcijfed' 
fo as to produce the fame good efFefts — ibe public 
lecurity^ without doing fo nmch intolerable in- 
juftice as attends the impreffing common feamen. 
— In order to be better underftood I would pre- 
mife two things ; Firft, that voluntary feamen 
may be had for the fervice, if they were iv^d- 
cntly paid. The proof is, that tofervein the 
famefliip, and incur the fame dangers, you have 
DO occafion to imprefs captains, Keutenants, fc- 
cond lieutenants, midihipmen, purfers, norma* 
By Other ofiicers. Why, but that the profits of 

theii^ 
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-their places, or the emoluments expefted, are 
Sufficient inducements ? The bufinefs then is, to 
-find money, by impreffing, fufficient to •ma&e 
die failors all volunteers, as .well as theirofficers ; 
and this without any frefli binrthen upon trade. 
—The fecond of my premises is, thattwcnty-five 
Shillings a month, with hisihsu^e of the ialt beef, 
pork, and peas-pudding, being found fuffici- 
cnt for the fubiiftence of a hard-working fea- 
.man, it will certainly be fo for a fedeotary fcholar 
:<^ gentleman. I would then propofe to form ^ 
itreaiury, out of ^which eocouragemeii^ts to feameb 
ihould be p^id« To fill this treafory, J would im- 
prefs a niunber of civil officers wika at ppefen^ 
have great falaries, -oblige them,te*fervc m their 
re£pe&vi; oiflSces for twenty r^e^ilUngs a month 
with their ihares of mefs proyifione^ and throw 
the reft of their falaries into tho feamen's 
\trcafiuy. If fiich a preis-warrant wer'6 givea 
me to es^Qut^, thefimlw<afuld gr^is fliOLdd be 
a Recorder of Briftol, or a Mr. Juftice Fofler, 
becaufe I ^ight have need <rf his ediifying exam- 
ple, to &ow how noLUch impsefiin^ ofught to be 
%ornc with ^ for he WQiiki certaily i^4, that 
.though to be reduced to twenty-five ihillings a 
jQ[ionth might be a ** private mjhhiefi* yet that, 
agreeably to his oiaiam of law a^d good polky, 
it ** ought to be lH>rne with patience^* fot prevent- 
juBg a national cs^amity. Then I would prefs the 
reft of the Judges ; and, opening the ced book,. 
I would prefs every civil officer of goyerpmeot 
£com 5ol. a year falary, up to 50,000!. which 
!|(roidd throw an immenfe fum into our treafury::' 
and thefe gentlemen could not complain) iJkiGe 
they would receive twenty-five Ihillings a months 
and their rai^ons : an<l this without being obli^d 
^. fight. Laftly, I think I would imprefe *^* 
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ON THE CRIMINAL LAWS, AND THE PRACTICE 
OF PRIVATEERING. 



LETTER TO BENJAMIN VAUCHAN, ESJJ* 

March i4tb, 1785^ 

ICT DIAK fftllllDy 

jf\.MONG the pamphlets you lately fent me, 
was one, entitled. Thoughts on Executive Jujiice, 
In return for that, I fend you a French one on the 
fame fubjed:^ Obfervationi concernant P Execution de 
r Article IL de la Declaration fur le Vol. They arc 
both addreffed to the judges, but written, as you 
will fee, in a very different fpirit. The Englifli 
author is for hanging all thieves. The French- 
man is for proportioning puniftiments to offences* 

If we really believe, as we profefs to believe, 
that the law of Mofes was the law of God, the 
di£):ate of divine wifdom, infinitely fuperior to 
human; on what principles do we ordain death 
as the punifhment of an offence, which, accord- 
ing to that law, was only to be puniflied by a 
reftitution of fourfold ? To put a man to death 
for an offence which does not deferve death, is it 
not a murder ? And, as the French Avriter fays, 
Doit'On punir un delit contre la fociete par un crime 
centre la nature f 

Superfluous property is the creature of fociety; 
Simple and mild laws were fufficient to guard the 
property that was merely neceffary. The favage's 
bow, hi^ hatchet, and his coat of ikins, were 
fufficiently fecured, without law, by the fear of 
perfonal refentment and retaliation. When, by 
virtue of the firft laws, part of the fociety accu- 
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mulated wealth and grew powerfal, fliey enaded 
others more fevere, and would proted their pro- 
perty at the expence of humanity. This, was 
abufing their power, and commencing a tyranny. 
If a &vage, before he entered into fociety, had 
been told — " Your neighbour, by this means^ 
" may become owner of an hundred deer ; but if 
•* your brother, or your fon, or y^xurfelf, having 
" no deer of your own, and being hungry, 
^^ ihould kill one, an infamous death muft be the 
*^ confequence :" he would probably have pre- 
ferred liis liberty, and his common right of kill- 
ing any deer, to all the advantages of Cbciety that 
might be propofed to him. 

That it is bettera hundred guilty perfons ihould 
efcape, than that one innocent perfon ihould fufier, 
is a maxim that has been long and generally ap- 
proved; never, that I knaw of, controverted. 
Even the fanguinary author of the Thoughts agrees 
to it, adding well, " that the very thought of 
*^ injured innocence, and much more that oifuffer^ 
^^ i»^ .innqcence, muft awaken all our tendereft. 
^ and moft compaflionate feelings, and at the 

V fao^e time raife our higheft indignation againft 
*^ the inftruments of it. But,'* he adds, ** there 

V is no danger of either^ from a ftrid adherence 
" to the laws.'* — ReaUy ! — Is it then impoffible 
to make an unjuft law ? and if the law itfelf be 
unjuft, may it nojt be the very " inftnunent'' 
wnich ought " to raife the author's, and every 
" body's higheft indignation?" I fee, in the la^ 
Bewfpapers hrom London, that a woman is capi<- 
tally convifted at the Old Bailey, for privately 
dealing out of a fhop fome gauze, value fourteen 
ihillings and thrjee-pence : Is there any proper* 
tioB between the injury done by a theft, value 
fourteen fliillings and three-pence, and the punilh- 
jnent of a humao creafurjs, by de^th, QJi A gibbet ? 

Might 
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Might net tkat woman, by her labour, have made 
the reparation ordained by God, in paying four-^ 
fold f U not all puniibment inflided beyond the 
merit of the offence, fo much puniibment of in- 
nocence i In this light, how vaft is the annual 
quantity, of not only injwnd but Offering inno- 
cence, in aimoft all the civilized ftates of £iu*ope ! 
But it (eems to have been thought, that this 
kind of innocence may be punilhed by way of 
freventing crimes. I have read, indeed, of a cruel 
Turk in Barbary, who, whenever he bought a 
new Chriftian flave, ordered him immediately to 
be hung up by the legs, and to receive a hundred 
blows of a cudgel on the foles of his feet, that 
the fevere fenfe of the puniibment, and fear of 
incurring it thereafter, might prevent the faulty 
that ihould merit it. Our author himfelf would 
hardly approve entirely of this Turk's condu^ia 
the government of flaves ; and yet he appears to 
recommend ibmething like it for the government 
of EngHih fubje^, when he applauds the reply 
of Judge Burnet to the convid norfe-ilealer; who 
being aiked what he had to fay why judgment of 
death ihould not pais againfl; hini, and anfwering, 
that it was hard to hang a map for only ilealing 
a horfe, was told by the judTC, ^^ Man, thou ari: 
^^ not to be hanged only tor ftealing ^ horfe, but 
^^ that horfes may not be fiolen/' The man's 
anfwer, if candidly examined, will, I imagine, 
appear reafonable, as be^ng founded on the eternal 
j^nciple of juilice and equity, that puniihments 
fliould be proportioned to offences; and the 
judge's reply brutal and unreafonable, though the 
writer " wUhes all judges to carry it with them 
** whenever they go the circuit, and to bear it in 
^^ their minds, as containing a wiie reafon for all 
*^ the penal flatutes which they are called upon to 
J* put in execution. It at once illuftrates," fays 

he. 



ESSAYS. 24^ 

be^ ^< the true grounds and reafbns of all capital 
^^ puBifiiments wkatfijever, namely, that every 
** man's property, as well as liis life, may be held 
" iacred and invi(date." Is there then no differ- 
ence in \2luc betwepn property and life? If I 
think it right that the crime of murder ihould be 
puniihed with death, not only as an equal punifh- 
ment of the crime, but to prevent other murders, 
does it foUow that I muft approve of inflicling 
the fame punifhoient for a little invafion on my 
property by th^t ? If I am not myfelf fo barba* 
rous, fo bloody-minded, and revengeful, as to 
kill a fellow-creature for fiealing from me fourteen 
{hillings and three-pence, how can I approve of a 
law that does it ? Mpntefquieu, who was himfelf 
a judge, lendeavours to imprefs other maxims. 
He muft have known what humane judges feel on 
fuch occafions, and what the effecls of thofe 
feelings; and, fo far from thinking that fevere 
and exccffive punilhments pi'event crimes, he 
afferts, as quoted by our French writer, that 
*' Vatrocite des loixen empechc r execution. 
*' Lorfque la peine ejl funs mefur^^ on ejl fouvent 
^' oblige de luipreferer l^impumtk 

*' La caufe deious les reldcl^mens ^ient de Pinipu^ 
** nite des crimes j ei non de la moderation despeines** 
It is faid by thofe "who know Europe generally, 
that there are more thefts committed and punifli* 
ed annually in England, than in all the other 
nations put together.' Jf this be fo, there mufl: 
be a caufe or caufes for fuch depravity in our 
common people. May not one be the deficiency o£ 
juftice and morality in our national government, 
manifefted in our oppreflive conduct to fubje^, 
and unjuft wars on our neighbours ? View the 
long-perfifted in, unjuft, monopolizing treatment 
of Ireland, at length acknowledged : View the 

plundering 
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plundering government exercifed by our mer- 
chants in the Indies; the confifcating war made 
upon the American colonies ; and, to fay nothing 
of tliofe upon France and Spain, view the late 
war upon Holland, which was feen by impartial 
Europe in no other light than that of a war of 
rapine and pillage ; the hopes of an immenfe and 
cafy pi'cy being its only apparent, and probably 
its time and real motive and encouragement* 
Juftice is as ftricUy due between neighbour nations 
as between neighbour citizens. A highway-man 
is as much a robber when he plunders in a gang, 
as V hen fingle ; and a nation that makes an unjufi: 
war is only a great gang. After employing your 
people in robbing the Dutch, is it ftrange that, 
being put out of that employ by peace, they ftill 
continue robbing, and rob one another? Pira- 
terie^ as the French call it, or privateering, is the 
univerfal bent of the Englilh nation, at home and 
abroad, wherever fettled. No lefs than feven 
hundred privateers were, it is laid, commiffioned 
in the laft war ! . Thefe were fitted out by mer- 
chants, to prey upon other merchants, who had 
never done them any injury. Is there probably 
any one of thofe privateering merchants of Lon- 
don, who were fo ready to rob the merchants of 
' Amfterdam^ that would not as readily plunder 
another London merchant of the next ftreet, if 
he could do it with the fame impunity ! The 
avidity, the alieni appetens is the fame ; it is the 
fear alone of the gallows that makes the diflfer- 
ence. How then can a nation,, which, among 
the honefteft of its people, has fo tnany thieves 
by inclination, and whofe government encouraged 
and commiffioned no lefs than feven hundred 
gangs of robbers ; how can fuch a nation have 
the face to condemn the crime in individuals, and 
hang up twenty of them in a morning ! It natu- 
rally 
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Tally puts one in mind of a Newgate anecdote. 
One of the prifoners complained, that in the 
night fomebody had taken his buckles out of his 
flioes. *' What the devil !*' iays another, " have 
" we then thieves amongft us ? It muft not be 
" fufFered. Let us fearch out the rogue, and 
*' pump Irim to death.*' 

There is, however, one late inftance of an 
Englifti merchant who will not profit by fuch ill- 
gotten gain. He was, it feems, part-owner 
of a fliip, which the other owners thought fit to 
employ as a letter of marque, and which took a 
number of French prizes. The booty being Ihar- 
ed, he has now an agent here enquiring, by an 
advertifement in the Gazette, for thofe who fuf- 
fered the lofs, in order to make them, as far as 
in him lies, reftitution. This confcientious man 
is a quaker. The Scotch prefbyterians were for- 
merly as tender ; for there is ftill extant an ordi- 
nance of the town-council of Edinburgh, made 
foon after the Reformation, " forbidding the 
** purchafe of prize goods, under pain of lofing 
^* the freedom of the burgh for ever, with other 
^ punifhment at the will of the magiftrate ; the 
*' praftice of making prizes being contrary to 
^ good confcience, and the rule of treating Chrif- 
** tian brethren as we would wifh to be treated { 
^' and fuch goods are not to be fold by any godly men 
** within this burgh.^* The race of thefe godly 
men in Scotland is, probably extinift, or their prin-^ 
ciples are abandoned fince, as far as that nation 
had a hand in promoting the war againft the colo« 
nies, prizes and confifcations are believed to have 
been a confiderable motive. 

It has been for fome time a generally-received 
opinion, that a military man is not to enquire 
whether a war be juft or unjuft ; he is to execute 
his orders. All princes who are difpofed to be- 
come 
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come tyrants, muft probably approve of this o^^ 
nion, and be willing to eftabliln it ; but is it not 
a dangerous one i kace, on that prindpie, if the 
tyrant commands his army to attack and deliroy^ 
not only a^ unoffending neighbour nation, but 
^ven his own fubjeds, the army is bound to obey. 
A negro Have, in our colonic being commanded 
by his mafter to rob or murder a neighbour, or 
do any other immoral ad, ;9iay refufe ; and the 
raagiftrate will proted him in his refu&l. The 
flavery then of a foldicr is worfc than that of a 
negro ! A confcientious officer, if not reflrained 
by the apprehenfion of its being imputed to ano- 
ther caufe, may indeed refign, rather than be em^ 
ployed in an unjuft war ; but the private men are 
jQaves for life; and they are perhaps incapable of 
judging for ihcmfelves. We can only lament 
their fate, and ftill more that of a failor, who is 
often dragged by force from his honeft occupation, 
and compelled to imbrue his hands in perhaps 
innocent blood. But methinks it well behoves 
merchants (men more enlightened by their educa- 
tion, and perfeftly free from any fiich force or 
obligation) to confider well of the juftiqe of a 
war, before they voluntarily engage a gang .of 
iniffians to attack their fellow-merchants of ^ 
neighbouring nation, to plunder tJiem of their 
property, and perhaps ruin them and their fami- 
lies, if they yield it ^ or to wound, maim, and 
murder them, if they endeavour to defend it. 
Yet thefe things are done by Chriftian merchants, 
whether a war be juft or unjuft ; and it can hardly 
be juft on both fides. They are done by Englifh 
and American merchants, who, neverthelefs, 
complain of private theft, and hang by dozens 
the thieves they have taught by their own ex- 
ample. 

It 
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It is high time, for the fake of hmtiantty, that tr 
ftop were put to this cRormity. The United States^ 
of America, though better fituated than any Eu- 
ropean natiofi to make profit by privateering 
(moft of the trade of Europe, with the Weft 
Indies, paffing before their doors), are, zs far as 
in them lies, endeavouring to abolifli the pradice, 
by offering, in all their treaties with other powers, 
an article, engaging folemnly, that, in cafe of 
future war, xko privateer fhaJl be commiffioned 
on either fide ; and that unarixied merchant-fhip», 
on both fides, fliall purfile their voyages unmo-^ 
lefted*. This will be a happy improvement of the 

law 

* This offer liaving been accepted by the late king of 
PruGday a treaty of amity and commerce was concluded be- 
tween that monarch and the United States, containing the 
following humane, philanthropic article ; in the formation of 
which Dr. Franklin, as one of the American plenipotentiaries, 
was principally concerned^ viz. 

ART. XXilL 

If war ihould arife between the two contracting parties, the 
merchants of either country,- then refiding in the other, ihalt 
be allowed to remain nine months to colledt their debts and 
fettle their affairs, and may depart freely, carrying off all 
their effedb without moIefUtion or hindrance : and all women 
and children, fcholars of every faculty, cultivators of the 
earth, artifans, manufadUrers, and fiOiermen, unarmed and 
inhabiting unfortified towns, villages, or places, and in gene* 
ral all others whofe occupations are forthe common iubfiftence 
and benefit of mankind, fhall be allowed to c(Hitinue theii* 
refpedlive employments, and (bill not be molefted iii th^rC 
perfons, nor {hall their houfes or goods be bumt,^ or other- 
wife deftroyed, nor their fields wafted, by the armed force of 
the enemy into whofe power, by the events of war, they 
may happen to fall ; bat if any thing is neceffary to be taken 
from them for the ufe of fuch armed force, the fame (hall be 
paid for at a reafonable prices And all merchant and trading 
Veffels employed in exchanging the products of different places, 
and thereby rendering the neceffariesi conveniences, and coih- 

forts 
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law of nations. The humane and the juft caflnoC 
but wiih general fucceis to the propoiition. 

With unchangeable efteem and aflfediony 
I am, my dear friend. 

Ever yours. 

forts of human life more eafy to be obtained, and more gene 
ral, (hall be allowed to pafs free and unmolefted; and neither 
of the contrafting powers (hall grant or ifTae any commiflioa 
to any private armed vefTels, empowerino^ them to take or 
icdroy Aich trading veflels, or mierrupt luch commerce. 
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REMARKS CONCERNING THE SAVAGES OF 
NORTH-AMERICA. 



OAVAGES we call them, becaufe their 
manners differ from ours, which we think the 
perfedion of civility; they think the fame of 
theirs- 

Perhaps, if we could examine the manners of 
different nations with impartiality, we fhould find 
no people fo rude as to be without any rules of 
politenefs ; nor any fo polite as not to have fome 
remains of rudenefs. 

The Indian men, when young, are hunters and 
warriors; when old, counfellors; for all their 
government is by the counfel or advice of the 
fages; there is no force, there are no prifons, no 
officers to compel obedience, or inflift punilhmcnt. 
Hence they generally ftudy oratory ; the beft 
fpeaker having the moft influence. The Indian 
women till the ground, drefs the food, nurfe and 
bring up the children, and preferve and hand 
down to pofterity the memory of public tranf- 
adions. Thefe employments of men and women 
are accounted natural and honourable. Having 
few artificial wants, they have abundance of lei- 
fure for improvement by converfation. Our 
laborious manner of life, compared with theirs, 
they efteem flavifh and bafe; and the learning on 
which we value ourfelves, they regard as frivo- 
lous and Ufelefs. An inftance of this occurred at 
the treaty of Lancafler, in Pennfylvania, anno 
1 744, between the government of Virginia and 
the Six Nations. After the principal buunefs was 
fetded, the commiffioners from Virginia acquaint^ 
ed the Indians by a fpeech, that there was at WiU 

liamfburg 
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liamfburc; a college, with a fund, for educating 
Indian youth ; and that it the chiefs of the Six 
Nations would fend down half a dozen of their 
fons to that college, the government would take 
care that they fliould be well provided for, and 
inftniclcd in all the learning of the white people. 
It is one of the Indian rules of politenefs not to 
anfwer a public propolition the fame day that it is 
made ; they think it would be treating it as a light 
mailer; and that they ihew it refped by taking 
time to confider it, as of a matter important. 
1 hey therefore deferred their anifwer till the day 
following; when their fpeaker began, by exprcff* 
mg their deep fenfe of the kindnefs of the Vir- 
ginia government, in making them that offer ;^ 
for we know," fay^j he, " that you hiehlj 

thofe 



« 



cfteem the kind of learning taught in 
•* colleges, and that the maintenance of our 
•^ young men, 5vhile with you, would be very 
•* expenfivc to you. We a[re convinced, therc-« 
** fore, that you mean to do us good by your 
•* propofal; and we thank you heartily. Bat 
** you who are wife muft know, that different 
** nations have different conceptions of things j 
^ and yon will therefore not take it amifs, if our 
*^ ideats of this kind of education happen not to 
" be the fame with yoUrs. We have had fome 
** experience of it : feveral of our young people 
?* were formerly brought up at the colleges of 
^ the northern provinces ; they were inftrufted 
** in afl your fciences ; but when they came back 
•* to us, they were bad runners ; ignorant of every 
** means of living in the woods j Unable to bear 
** either cold or hunger ; knew neither how to 
** build a cabin, take a deer, or kill au enemy ; 
fpoke our language imperfei6Uy; were there- 
fore neither fit for hunters, warriors, or coihi- 
fellers ; they wc^c totally good for nothing. 

« We 
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^« We ate however not the lefs obliged by your 
*« kind offer, though we decline accepting it ; 
*• and to (how our grateful fenfc of it, if the 
" gentlemen of Virginia will fend us a dozen of 
*' their fons, we will take great care of their edu- 
'^ cation, inftrud them in ^1 we know, and make 
" men of them/' 

Having frequent occafiotia to hold public coun« 
eils j they have acquired great order and decency 
in conducing them. The old men fit in the fore- 
moft ranks, the warriors in the next^ and the 
women and children in the hindmoft. The bu- 
finefs of the women is to take exaft notice of what 
paffes, imprint it in their memories, for they 
have no writing, and communicate it to their 
childreUii They are the records of the council, 
and they preferve tradition of the fiipulations in 
treaties a hundred years back; which, when we 
compare with our writings, we always find exad* 
He that would fpeak, rifes. The reft obferve a 
profound filence^ When he has finilhed, and fits 
down, they leave him five or fix minutes to recol- 
leA, that, if he has omitted any thing he intended 
to fay, or has any thing to add, he may rife again 
and deliver it. To interrupt another, even in 
common converfation, is reckoned highly inde-^ 
cent. How different this is from the condud of 
a polite Britifli Houfe of Commons, where fcarcc 
a day paffes without fome confufion, that makes 
the fpeakcr hoarfe in calling to order ; and how 
different from the mode of converfation in many 
polite companies of Europe, where, if you do 
not deliver your fentence with great rapidity, 
you are cut off in the middle of it by the impa- 
tient loquacity of thofe you converfe with, and 
never fuffercd to finifli it ! 

The politenefs of thefe favages in converfation, 
is, indeed, carried to excefs j fince it does not 

S permit 
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permit them to contradid or deny Che truth of 
what is afierted in their prefence* By this means 
they indeed avoid difputes ; but then it becomes 
difficult to know their minds, or whatimpreffion 
you make upon them. The miffionaries who have 
attempted to convert them to Chrifiianity, all 
complain of this as one of the great difficulties 
of their miffion. The Indians hear with patience 
the truths of the gofpel explained to them, and 
give their u&al tokens of aflent and approbation: 
you would think they were convinced. No fuch 
matter. It is mere civility. 

A Swedi& minifier having aflembled the chiefs 
of the Safquehannah Indians, made a fermon to 
them, acquainting them with the principal hifto- 
rical fads on which our religion is founded; fuch 
as the fall of our firft parents by eating an apple; 
the coming of Chrift to repair the mifchief ; his 

miracles, and fuffering, &c. When he had 

finiflied, an Fndian orator flood up to thank him. 
** What you have told us,** fays he, " is all very 
•* good. It is indeed bad to eat apples. It is 
** better, to make them all into cyder. We are 
" much obliged by your kindnefs in coming fo 
" far, to tell us thofe things which you have 
** heard from your mothers. In return, I will 
** tell you fome of thofe we have heard from 
" ours. 

^ * :' In the beginning, our fathers had only the 
*< flefli of animals to fubfift on ; and if then* 
"' hunting was unfuccefsful, they were ftarving. 
'* Two of our young hunters having killed a deer, 
" made a fire in the woods to broil fome parts of 
•* it. When theywere about to fatisfy their hun- 
** ger, they beheld a beautiful young woman.de- 
*' fcend froni the clouds, and feat herfelf on that 
•* hill which you fee yonder among the Blue 
^* Mountains. They faid to each other, it is a 

« fpirit 
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*« fpirit that perhaps has fmclt our broiling veni- 
*^ fon, and wilhes to eat of it : let us offer fomc 
** to her. They prefented her with the tongue : 
*V flie was pleafed with the tafte of it, and faid, 
"Your kindnefs fliall be rewarded. Come to 
" this place after thirteen moons, and you fliall 
** find fomething that ^ill be of great benefit in 
*^ nourUhing you and yoiir children to the lateft 
** generations. They did fo, and to their fur- 
** prife, found plinti they had never feen before j 
*^ but which, from that ancient time, have been 
** coiiftantly cultivated among us, to our great 
*' advantage. Where her right hand had touched 
" the ground, they found maize; where her left 
** hand had touched it they found kidney-beans ; 
^* and where her backfide had fal on it, they 
•V found tobacco.'* The good miffionary, dif- 
gufted with this idle tale, faid, " What I deUver- 
*' ed to you were facfed truths ; but what you 
** tell me is mere fable, fiftion, and falfehood.*' 
The Indian, offended, replied, " My brother, it 
*' feems your friends have not done you juftice 
*' in your education ; they have not well inftruft- 
*' ed you in the rules of common civility. You 
*• faw that we, who underftand and praftife thofe 
** rules, believed all your ftories, why do you 
" refufe to believe ours ?" 

When any of them come into our towns, our 
people are apt to crowd round them, gaze upon 
them, and incommode them where they defire to 
be private ; this they eftcem great rudenefs, and 
the effeft of the want of inftruftion in the rules 
of civility and good manners. ^ We have,*' fay 
they, " as much curiofity as you, and when you 
" come into our towns, we wifh for opportunities 
^' of looking at you; but for this purpofe we 
" hide ourfelves behind bufhes where you are to 
S 2 '' pafs. 
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" pafe, and never intrude ourfelves info your 
^ company." 

Their manner of entering one another's villages 
has likewife its rules. It is reckoned uncivil in 
travelling ftrangers to enter a village abrupdy, 
without giving notice of their appro^. There- 
fore, as foon as they arrive within hearing, they 
flop and hollow, remaining there till invited to 
enter. Two old men ufually come out to them^ 
and lead them in. There is in every village a' 
vacant dwellings called the fhranger's houfe. Here 
they are placed, while the old meii go round 
from hut to hut, acquainting the inhabitants that 
ftrangers are arrived, who are probably hungry 
and weary ; and every one fends them what he 
can fpare of viftuals, and ikins to repofe pn.^ 
When the ftrangers are refrefhed, pipes and to- 
bacco are brought; and then, but not befol^, 
cbnverfation begins, with enquiries who they are,, 
whither bound, what news, &c. and it; lifually 
ends with offers of fervice ; if the ftrangers have 
occafion of guides, or any neceffaries for conti- 
nuing their journey; and nothing is exacted for 
the entertainment. 

The fame hofpitality, efteemed among them as 
a principal virtue, is praftifed by private perfons i 
of which Conrad Weifer^ our interpreter, gave me 
the following inftance. He had been naturalized 
among the Six Nations, and fpoke well the Mo- 
huck language. In going through the Indian 
country, to carry a meffage from oiir govenor to 
the council at Onondaga^ he called at the habita- 
tion of Ganajfetego^ an old acquaintance, who em- 
braced him, fpread furs for him to fit on, placed 
before him fome boiled beans and venifon, and 
mixed fome rum and water for his drink. When 
he was well refrelhed, and had lit his pipe, 
Canaffetego began to converfe with him : alked 

how 
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how he had fared the many years fince they had 
feen each other, whence he then came, what oc- 
cafioned the jaurney, &c. Conrad anfwered all 
his queftions ; and when the difcourfe began to 
flag, the Indian, to continue it, faid, " Conrad, 
*' you have lived long among the white people, 
.*' Jind know fomething of their cuftoms ; I have 
** been fometimes at Albany, and have obferved, 
** that once in feven days they ihut pp their 
•* ihops, and affemble all in the great houfe ; tell 
*^ me what it is for? What do they do there ?'* 
** They meet there,** fays Conrad, " to hear and 
** learn good things.'' " I dp not doubt,** fays the 
Indian, " that they tell you fo ; they have told 
** me the fame: but I doubt the truth of what 
•* they fay, and I will tell you my reafons. I 
*' went latdy to Albany to fell my fidns and buy 
** blanket?, kijives, poyder, rum, &c. You 
" know I ufed generally to deal with Hans Han- 
*' fon ; but I was a little inclined this time to try 
•' fome other merchants, liowever, I called firft 
•' upon IJaos, and afked him what he would 
*^ give fgr beayer/ He faid he could not give 
** more th^i^ foiurihillings apound: but, fays he, 
•* I cannot talk on buftnefe now ; this is the day 
** when we meet together to \c2Lrn good things^ and 
*' I am going to tl^ meeting. So I thougl^t to 
V myfelj^ fince 1 cannot do any bufinei^ to-day, 
*' I may as well go to the riieeting too, and I went 
*' with him. There flood up a man in black, 
*• and began to talk to the people very angrily. 
•' I did not underftand what he faid ; but per- 
** ceiving that he looked much at me, and at 
f * Hanfon, I imagined he was angry at feeing me 
^* there ; fo I went out, fat down near the houfe, 
** ftruck fire, and lit nxy pipe, waiting till the 
f meeting fhould break up. I thought too that 
**/ the man had mentioned fomething of beaver, 

"and 
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«« and I fufpefted it might be the fubjed of their 
" meeting. So when they came out I accofted 
*' my merchant. Well, Hans, fays I, I hope 
** you have agreed to give more than four flul- 
*' lings a pound/' ** No," fays he, ** I cannot 
*' give fo much, I cannot give more than three 
<« Siillings and fixpence." I then fpoke to feve- 
^' ral other dealers, but they all fung the fame 
*^ fong, three and fixpence, three and fixpence. 
** This made it clear to me that my fu4)icion 
** was right ; and that whatever they pretended 
** of meeting to learn good things^ the real pur- 
*' pofe was to confult how to cheat Indians in the 
*' price of beaver. Confider but a litde, Conrad, 
*' and you muft be of my opinion. If they meet 
** fo often to learn good things, they would cer- 
*' tainly have learned fome before this time. 
** But they are ftill ignorant. You know our 
*' practice. If a white man, in travelling through 
** our country, enters one of our cabins, we all 
*' treat him as I do you ; we dry him if he is 
*^ wet, we warm him if he is cold, and give him 
^* meat and drink, that he may allay his thirft 
*' afid hunger ; and we fpread left furs for him 
** to reft and flcep on: we demand nothing in 
^* return*. But if I go into a white man's houfe 
^* at Albany, and afe for viftuals and drink, 
** they fay. Where is your money; and if I have 

* It is remarkable, that in all ages and countries, hofpl- 
talxty has been allowed as the virtue of tbofe, whom the civi- 
lized were pleafed to call Barbarians; the Greeks celebrated 
the Scythians for it. The Saracens poflefTed it eminently ; 
and it is to this day the reigning virtue of the wild Arabs. 
St. Paul too, in the relation of his voyage and fhipwreck, oi^ 
the ifland of Melita, fays^ <* The barbarous people (hewed 
** us no little kindnefs ; for they kindled a fire, and received 
*« us every one, becaufe of the prefent rain, and becaufe of 
** the cold." This note is taken from a fmall colleftion of 
. Franklin's papers, printed for Dilly. 

" none. 
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^« none, they fay. Get out, you Indian dogi ' 
" You fee they have not yet learned thofe little 
" good things that we need no meetings to be in- 
<< lhii<acd in, becaufe our mothers taught them 
** to us when we were children ; and therefore it 
*' is impoffiUe their meetings fhould be, as they 
** fay, for any fuch purpofe, or have any fuch 
•* cffeft ; they are only to contrive the cheating of 
" Indians in the pice of peaverJ* 
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CONCERNING THE DISSENSIONS. BETWEEN 
ENGLANP AN]> A^IERICA. 

London, GAobcri, X770. 

1 SEE with pleafure that we think pretty much 
alike on the fubjeds of Englilh America. We of 
the colonies have never infifted that we ought to 
be exempt from contributing to the common exr 
pences neceffary to fupport the profperity of the 
empire. We only affert, th^t having parliaments 
of our own, and not having reprefentatives in 
that of Great Britain, our parliaments are the on- 
ly judges of what we can and what we ought to 
contribute in this cafe ; and that the Englim par- 
liament has no right to take our money without 
our confent. In fad the Britifh empire is not a 
fingle ftate ; it comprehends m^ny ; and though 
the parliament of Great-Britain has arrogated to 
itfelf the power of taxing the colonies, it has no 
more right to do fo, than it has to ta?: Hanover. 
We have the fame king, but not the lame legi- 
flatures. 

The difpute between the two countries has al- 
ready loft England many millions fterling, which 
it has loft in its commerce, and America has in 
this refpeft been a proportionable gainer. This 
commerce confifted principally of fuperfluities ; 
objefts of luxury and fafhion, which we can well 
do without ; and the refolution we have formed 
of importing no more till our grievances are re- 
drefled, has enabled many of our infant manu- 
failures to take root j and it will not be eafy to 

make 
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make our people abandon them in future, even 
fliould a conneftioa more cordial then ever fuc- 
ceed the prefent troubles. — ^I have, indeed, no 
doubt that the parliament of England will finally 
abandon its prefent pretenfions, and leave us to 
the peaceable enjoyngient of our rights and pri. 
vileges. 

B. FRANKLIN. 
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jf Comparifon of ths Condu& of the Ancteni jews, and of the 
ANTiFBDERALiSTs tH tht United Stotei o/'america. 



A Zealous advocate for the propofed Federal 
Conftitution in a certain public affembly, fiadd, 
that " the repugnance of a great part of mankind 
*' to good government was fuch, that he believ- 
•' ed, that if an angel ivom heaven was to bring 
*' down a conftitution formed there for our ufe, it 
•* would neverthelefs meet with violent oppofiti- 
« on." — He was reproved for the fuppofed extra- 
vagance of the fentiment ; and he did not juftify it. 
— ^Probably it might not have immediately occur- 
red to him that the experiment had been tried, and 
that the event was recorded in the moft faithful 
of all hiftories, the Holy Bible; otherwife he 
might, as it feems to me, have fupported his opi- 
nion by that unexceptionable authority. ' 

The Supreme Being had been pleafed to nou- 
rifli up a fingle family, by continued afts of his 
attentive Providence, *till it became a great peo- 
ple : and having refcued them from bondage by 
many miracles performed by his fervant Mofes, 
he perfonally delivered to that chofen fervant, in 
piefence of the whole nation, a conftitution and 
code of laws for their obfervance ; accompanied 
and fanftioned with promifes of great rewards, 
and threats of feverc punifliments, as the confe- 
quente of their obedience or difobedience. 

This conftitution, though the Deity himfelf 
was to be at its head (and it is therefore called 
by political writers a Theocracy) could not be 
carried into execution but by the means of his 
minifters j Aaron and his fons were therefore 
« commiflionec} 
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cotnmiffioned to be, with Mofes, the firft efta- 
bliftied miniftry of the new government. 

One would have thought, that the appoint- 
ment of men who had diftinguiflied themfelves 
in procuriiig the liberty of their nation, and had 
hazarded their lives in openly oppofing the will 
of Si powerful monarch who would have retained 
that "nation in flavery, might have been an ap- 
pointment acceptable to a grateful people ; and 
that a conftitution, framed for them by the Deity 
himfelf, migiit on that account have been fecurc 
of an univerfal welcome reception/ Yet there 
were, in e\^€ry one of the thirteen tribes, fome 
difcontented, reftlefs fpirits, who were continu- 
;ally exciting them to rejed the propofed new go- % 
vernment, and this from various motives. , 

Many ftill retained ^n affeftion for Egypt, the 
land of their nativity, and thefe, whenever they 
felt any inconvenience or hardfliip, though the 
natural and unavoidable efFeft of their change of 
iituation, exclaimed againft their leaders as tlie 
authors of their trouble ; and were not only for 
returning into Egypt, but for ftoning their deli- 
verers *. Thofe inclined to idolatry were dif- 
pleafed that their golden calf v/as deftroyed. Ma- 
ny of the chiefis thought the new conftitution 
might be injurious to their particular^intercfts, 
that the profitable places would be engrojfed by the 
families and friends of Mofes and Aaron^ and others 
equally well-bofn excluded f . — In Jofephus, and 
the Talmud, we learn fome particulars, not 
- fo fully narrated in the fcripture. We are there 

* Numbers, chap. xiv. 

f Numbers, chap. xvi. yer. 3. *< And they gathered 
*< themfelves together againft Mofes and againft Aaron, and 
" faid unto them, ye take too much upon you, feeing all the 
** congregations are holy, every one of them, — wherefore 
** then lift ye up yourfelves above the congregation." 

told. 
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told, " that, Corah was ambitious of the pricft- 
^*' hood ; and offended that it was conferred on 
** Aarpn ; and this,, as he faid, by the authority of 
** Mofes only, without the confent of the people. He 
•' accufed Mofes of having, by various artifices, 
*^ fraudulently obtained the government, and de- 
*^ pnved the people of their liberties ; and of con- 
*' fpiring with Aaron to perpetuate the tyranny 
*' in their family. Thus, though Corah's real 
*' motive was the fupplanting of Aaron, he per- 
'' fuaded the people that he meant only the pub- 
** lie good ; and they, moved by his infinuations, 
*' began to cry out, — ' Let us maintain the com- 
*' mon liberty of our refpeBive tribes ; we have 
*' freed ourfelves from tne flavery impofed upon 
*' us by the Egyptians, and fhall we fuffer our- 
*' felves to be made flaves by Mofes ? If we muft 
*' have a mafter, it were better to return to 
*' Pharaoh, who at leaft fed us with bread and pni- 
*' ons, than to ferve this new tyrant, who has 
" brought us into danger of famine.* Then they 
*' called in queftion the reality of his conference 
*' with God; and objected to the privacy of the 
*' meetings, and the preventing any of the peo- 
*' pie from being prefent at the colloquies, or even 
*' approaching the place, as grounds of great 
*' fuipicion. They accufed Mofes alfo oi pecula- 
*' tion ; as embezzling part of the golden fpoons 
'• and the filver chargers, that the princes had 
'^ offered at the dedication of the altar *, and the 
*-' ofierings of gold by the common people f , as 
*' well as moft of the poll tax \ ; and Aaron they 
'' accufed of pocketing much of the gold of which 
*' he pretended to have made a molten calf. Be- 
*' fides peculation, they charged Mofes with am^ 

♦ Numbers, chapi vii. 

f Exodus, chapter xxxv. ver. 22. 

i Numbers, ciiap. iii. aud Exodus, chap. xxx. 

" bitten i 
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*^ bition ; to gratify which paffion, he had, they 
^* {aid, deeived the people, by promifing to bring 
** them to a land flowing with milk and honey ; 
^* inftead of doing which, he had brought them 
** from fuch a land ; and that he thought light of 
" all this mifchief, provided he could make him- 
^* {e\£zn ab/olute prince*. That, to fupport the 
** new dignity with fplendour iii his family, the 
" partial poll tax already levied and given to 
*' Aaron f was to be followed by a general one { , 
" which would probably be augmented from 
** time to time, if he were fufFered to go on pro- 
** mulgating new laws, on pretence of new occa- 
•* iional revelations of the Divine Will, till their 
*^ whole fortunes were devoured by that arifto- 
•^ cracy/' 

Mofes denied the charge of peculation; and 
his accufers were deftitute of proofs to fupport it; 
though yi^j, if real, are in their nature capable 
of proof. " I have not,'* faid he (with holy con- 
fidence in the prcfence of God), " I have not ta- 
** ken from this people the value of an afs, nor 
*' done them any other injury." But his ene- 
mies had made the charge, and with fome fucceC; 
among the populace ; for no kind of accufation 
is fo readily made, or eafily believed, by knaves, 
as the accufation of knavery. 

In fine, no lefs than two hundred and fifty of 
the principal men "famous in the congregation, 
men of renown§ ,*' heading and exciting themob, 
worked them up to fuch a pitch of phrenfy, that 

• Numbers, chap. xvi. ver. 1 3. <* Is it a fmall thing that 
** thou haft brought us up out of a land flowing with milk 
« and honey, to kill us in this wildernefs, except thou make 
•* thyfelf altogether a prince over ns V* 

f Numbers, chap. iii. 

% Exodus* chap. xxx. 

§ Numbers, chap, xvi^ 

they 
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they called out, ftone 'em, ftone 'em, and there- 
by fccure our liberties ; and let us choofe other 
captains that may lead us back into £gypt, in cafe 
we do not fucceed in reducing the Canaanites. 

On the whole, it appears that the Ifraelites 
were a people jealous of their newly acquired 
liberty, which jealoufy was in itfelf no fault ; 
but that, when they fuffered it to be worked 
upon by artful men, pretending public good, 
with nothing really in view but private intereft, 
they were led to oppofe the eftablifhment of the 
new conftitution, whereby they brought upon 
thcmfclves much inconvenience and misfortune. 
It farther appears from the fame ineftimable hifto- 
r)% that when, after many ages, the conftitution 
had become old and much abufed, and an amend- 
ment of it was propofed, the populace as they had 
accufed Mofes of tne ambition of making himfelf 
a prince, and cried out, ftone him, ftone him ; 
fo, excited by their high-priefts and fcribes, they 
exclaimed againft the Mei&ah, that he aimed at 
becoming kmg of the Jews, and cried, crucify 
him, crucify him. From all which we may ga- 
tha^ that popular oppofition to a public meafure 
is no proot of it? impropriety, even though the 
oppofition be excited and headed by nien of difw 
tindlion. 

To conclude, I beg I may not be underftood M 
infer, that our general convention was divinely 
infpired when it formed the new federal conftitu- 
tion, merely becaufe that conftitution has been 
unreafonably and vehemently oppofed: yet, I 
muft own, I have fo much faith in the general 
government of the world by Providence, that I 
can hardly conceive a tranfadiion of fuch mo- 
mentous importance to the welfare of millions 
now exifting, and to e^tift in the poftcrity of a 

great 
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great ftatioti, Ihould be fuffered to pafs with- 
out being in fome degree influenced, guided, 
and governed by that omnipotent, omnipre- 
fent and beneficent Ruler, in whom all inferi- 
or ipirits live, and move, and have their be-* 
ing. 
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TIE ^JTZaN^LL rTATS OF .vMEa:c\ . 



3:::N'': \ rn-z !3Ei»:Ri:>TTON of the iNT^niix 

lN3 .'Ml-ii: ■: .>K THAT VviC CONTINENT- 

I nZRS :s 1 JMirian. Aat, In the planting' of 
Ncw.F.njTianiL ie irtl letdcrs met wttii many 
iidicuicies md !iardiliips ; is is genenily the caie 
nhen I ivuized people ittempt edafaiiihingtiiem- 
fcivcs in i w:idemeis country. Heing piouily 
'iiipnieii, :hey ibnght rdiet tram Htaven, by 
::iy:nq 'liar wints uid diftrelfe bcfbre die Lcrd^ 
in ir^iiuenc let iays of taiHns^ ind pnyer. Con- 
Ttroit aieditation md dilccmie on theie fufajeds 
kept their minds jioomy and ciiicantcnted; and, 
lik^i :he children of Urael, there were many diC- 
p«M*ed en return cq that Egypt which polecutioa 
had induced cliem tn ibandon. Ac length, when 
it WIS prapcted in the aflembly to proclaim ano- 
ther niK a !armer of plain tenlc rofc, and re- 
marked, that the inconveniendes they infferedy 
and cnnccming which they had Hj often wearied 
Heaven with their complaints, were not lb great 
as they might have expected, and were diminiih- 
ing every day is the colony ftrengthened ; that 
the earth began to reward their labour, and ta 
nimiih liberally tor thdr iubiidence; that the 
feas and riven were found foil of £&, the as* 
tweet, the climate healthy ; and, above all, that 
they were there in the full enjoyment of Kbcrty, 
ri-vil and religious : he therefore thox^t, that 
reflecting and converfing on thcllc 6ib^ed3 would 
he more comfortable, as tending more to make 
rher/. r.r.TAr.T.zcd v ith their fitcation ; and that it 

wookt 
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iroold bembre becomii^ the^ratitu(k they owed' 
to the Diyiae Being, if, in&ad of a hH^ they 
fhould prdclaim a thank^tving. His advice was 
taken ^ and from that day to this they h^&ve^ in 
evciTr ytar, obferved circumftances of public 
felicity fufficient to fumifli employment for a 
thankfgiTiiig diy ; which id therefore conftantly 
ordered and religioufly obferved. 

I fee in the public newfplapera of different ftatM 
freqtient c^splaints of hard times^ deadhefs of 
irdde^ fcarcity rf money ^ &c. It is not my inten- 
tion to affert or maintain that thefe complaints 
are entif dy without foundation. There can be 
110 country or nation esdfting, in which there 
will not be fome people fo circumftanced as to find 
it hard to gain a livelihood ; people who are not 
in the way of any profitable trade, and with 
whom money isfcarce, bticaufe they have nothing 
to give in ejichange for it ; and it is always in the 
power of a fmall number to make a great clamour* 
But let us take at cool view of the general ftate 
of our affiurs, and perhaps thd pro(pe£i: will ap« 
pear ieis gloomy than has been imagined. 

The great bufinefs of the continent is agricul- 
ture. For one artifan^ or merchant, I fuppofe, 
we have at leaft one humfred farmers, by far the 
grcateft part cultivat(xrs of their own fertile lands, 
from whence many of them draw not only food 
ncccffary for their fubfifteiice, but the materials 
of their clothing, fo as to need very few foreign 
fupplies; while they have a furpflus of produc- 
tioiis to difpofe of, i^ereby wealth is gradually 
accumulated. Such has been the goodnefs of 
Divine Providence to thefe regions, ^nd fo favour- 
able the cHmate, that, fince the three or four 
years of bardfliip in the firft fettlement of our 
fathers here, a fsunine or fcarcity has never been 
heard of among us ; on the contrary, though 

T fome 
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multitude of poor, abjcfl-, rack-rcBtcd, tyt£e^ 
paying tenants, and half-paid and half-ilarved 
ragged labourers ; and views lierc the haj^y me- 
diocrity that fo generally prevails threugliout " 
thefe ftates, where the cultivator works for Aim- 
felf, and lupports his family in decent plenty ; 
will, methinks, fee abundant reafon to blefs Di- 
vine Providence for the evident and great differ- 
ence in our favour, and be convinced that nO' 
nation known to us enjoys a greater ftiare of ha* 
man felicity. 

It is true, that in fome of the flates th^e arc 
parties and difcords ; but let m look back, and 
aflc if we were ever without them ? Such will 
exift wherever there is liberty ; and perhaps they 
help to prefcrve it. By the coUifion of <Kfferent 
fentiments, fparks of truth are ftruck oUt, and 
political light is obtained. The diffei^nt fadionsy 
which at prefent divide us, aim all at the public 
good ; the diffcrehces are only about the vanbus 
modes of promoting k. Things, a^on&, Mea- 
fures, and objects of all kinds, prefent theinfdves 
to the minds of men in fuch a variety of lights^ 
that it is no£ poflible we flioUld' all think alike at 
the fame time on every fubjeft, when haikily the 
fame man retains at all times the fame ideas of it. 
Parties arc therefore the common lot of huma- 
nity ; and ours are by no means more miTchievous* 
or lefs bcneficid than thofe of other countries,. 
nations, and ages, enjoying in the fame degree 
the great blefling of political liberty. 

Some indeed among us are hot fo much grieved 
for the prefent ftatc of. our affairs, as apprehen- 
five for the future.- The growth of luxury alarms 
them, and they think we are from that alone in 
tiie high road to ruin. They obferve, that no 
revenue is fufficient without ceconomy, and that 
the moft plentiful income of a whole people from 

the 
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Ch? natural prodydions of th^ir countay may be 
4i^?ted in vain anid n,eedl/c& cxpence$, and po- 
vifiply be introduced in the place of affluence.*— 
T^lfk tn^Y be peffible. It however rarely happens: 
for there feems to be in every nation a greater 
propiurtion of indufiiy and finugality, whidi tend 
to «^ieh, than pf idlends and prodigality, which 
OGcafion poverty ; fo that upon the whole there 
19 a continual accumulation. JEteflect what Spain, 
4$a^l, Germany, and Britain were in the time of 
the Romans, inhabited by people little richer than 
^r fav?ges, and confider the wealth they at pre* 
fent poUefs, in nunieroys well-built cities, im- 
proved farms, rich moveables, magazines fio,c!S^ed 
^ii^ith valuable manufa^res, to fay nothing of 
plate, jewels, and cojined money ; syd all this^ 
notwith&inding their bad, wafteful, plundering 
gpveriiments, ^nd their madj deftrudiye wars ; 
^nd yet luxury and extravagant living has never 
fuffered much reftraint in thofe Countries. Then 
eonfider the great proportion of induftrioiis fru- 
gal farmers inhabiting the interior parts of thefe 
American ftates, jand of whom the body of pur 
nation confifts, and judge whether it L> poffible 
that the luxury of <our fea-po;rts can be fufficient 
to ruin ,£uch a country .-r-lf the importation of 
foreign luxuries coulijl ruin ?i people, we fliould 
probably ^aye been ruined long ago; for the 
Britilh jnation daijned a right, and praftifed it, 
pf importing among us not only the fiiperfluities 
of their own produftion, but thofe of every 
nation under heaven ; we bought and confumed 
them, and yet we flourilhed and grew rich. At 
prefcnt our independent governments giay do 
what we could not then do^ difcoura^e by heavy 
duties, or prevent by heavy prohibitions, fuch 
importations, and thereby grow richer ; — if, in- 
deed, which may admit of difpute, the defirc of 

adorning 
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adorning ourfclvcs with fine clothes, pofTeinng 
fine furniture, with elegant houfes, &c. is not, 
by ftrongiy inciting to labour and induftry, the 
occalion of producing a greater value than is con- 
fumed in the gratification of that dcfire. 

The agriculture and fiftieries of the United 
States are the great fources of our increafing 
wealth. He that puts a feed into the earth is re- 
compcnced, perhaps, by receiving ft)rty out of 
it ; and he who draws a fifh out of our water, 
dj*aws up a piece of lilver. 

Let us (and there is no doubt but we fhall) be 
attentive to thefe, and then the power of rivals, 
with all their reftraining and prohibiting ads, 
cannot much hurt us. We are fons of the earth 
and leas, tnd, like Antaeus in the fable, if in 
wrettling with a Hercules we now and then receive 
a fall, the touch of our parents will communicate 
to us frefh ftrcr.gth and vigour to renew the 
conteft. 
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INFORMATION TO THOSE WHO WOULD 
REMOVE TO AMERICA. 



jVlANY perfons in Europe having, dircftly 
or by letters, expreffed to the writer of this, who 
is well acquainted with North-Amcrica, their dCi* 
fire of tranfporting and eftablilhing themfelves in 
that country ; but who appear to him to have 
formed, through ignprance, miftaken ideas and 
cxpeftations of what is to be obtained there ; he 
thinks it may be ufeful, and prevent inconvenient, 
expenfive, and fruitlefs removals and voyages of 
improper perfons, if he gives fome clearer and 
tryer notions of that part of the world than ap- 
pear to have hitherto prevailed. 

He finds it is imagined by numbers, that the 
inhabitants of Nortn-America are rich, capable 
of rewarding, and difpofed to reward, all forts 
of ingenuity ; that they are at the fame time 
ignorant of all the fciences, and confequently 
that ftrangers, poffeffing talents in the belles- 
lettres, fine arts, &c. muft be highly efteemed, 
and fo well paid as to become eafily rich them- 
felves ; that there ^tg alfo abundance of profita- 
ble offices to be difpofed of, which the natives 
are not qualified to fill ; and that having few per- 
fons of family among them, ftrangers of birth 
muft be greatly refpefted, and of courfe eafily 
obtain the beft of thofe offices, which will 
make all their fortunes : that the governments 
too, to encourage emigrations from Europe, not 
only pay the expence of perfonal tranfportation, 
but give lands gratis to ftrangers, with negroes 
to work for them, utenfils of hufbandry, and 
ftocks of cattle. Thefe are all wild imaginations; 
ai)d thofe who go to America with cxpeftations 

founded 
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founded upon them, will furely find themlblves 
dii^pointed. 

The truth is, that though there are in <tha(: 
country few people fb milcrablc as the poor of 
Europe^ there are alfo very few that in Europe 
would be called rich : it is rather a general happy 
mediocrity that prevails^ There are few great 
proprietors of the foil, and few tenants; mofi: 
people cultivate their own lands, or follow fome 
handicraft or merchandife; very few rich enough* 
to live idly upon their ;'ents or incomes, or to 
pay the high prices given in Europe for paintiqg, 
fiatues, architedure, and the other works of art 
that are more curious than ufefuL Hence the 
natural geniufes that have arifen in America, with 
fuch talents, have uniformly quitted that coun- 
try for Europe, where they can be more fuitably 
rewarded. It is true that letters and mathema- 
tical knowledge arp in eftcena there, but they are 
at the fame time more common than is appr^- 
hended; there being already exifting nine col- 
leges, or univerfities, viz. four in New-EngUnd, 
and one in each of the provinces of New-York, 
New*Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Maryland, and Vir- 
ginia, all furnifhed with learned profeflbrs ; be* 
fides a number of fmaller academies : theie edu- 
cate many of their youth in the languages, and 
thofe fciences that qualify mea for theprofeflions 
of divinity, law, or phyfic. Strangers indeed 
are by no means excluded from exerci^ng tfaoie 
profeffions; and the quick increafe of inhabitants 
every where gives them a chance of eii^loy, 
which they have in common with the natives* 
Of ci^l offices, or employments, there are few; 
no fuperfluous ones as in Europe; and it is a rule 
eftablilhed in fome of the ftates, that no office 
jhould be fo profitable as to make it defirable. 
The 36th article of the conftitution of Pennfyl- 

vania 
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vania mos expreisly in ibc£b words : ^^ As eveiy 
** freeman, to prcferve his mdependence (if he 
^' has not a fii&cicdt eftate), ought to have fome 
*« jxcofeffion, calling, ir^e, or faroj, whereby 
** he may honeftly fubfift, there can be no xicccf-- 
*' fity for, nor uTe in, eftablifliing ofiices of pro*- 
'< fit ; the ufual e&ds of which are dependence 
^< and fervility, unbeconung freemen, in the 
^ po0efibrs and escpe£bants ; fiadiio^^ contention, 
^' corruptiojft and diforder among the p^ple* 
" Whei*efore, whenever an office, through in- 
^' creafe of fees or otherwife, becomes (o pro^ta^ 
^^ ble as to occaiio^ ni^ny to apply for it, the 
^* profits ought to be lefflened by the legiflaturc/' 
Thefe ideas prevailing more or lefs in all the 
United States^ it cannot be 'worth any man's 
while, who h;js a means pf living at home, to 
expatriate himfelf in hopes of obtaining a profits- 
able civil office in America; and as to military 
oi^ces, they are at ,an epd wkh the war, the ar- 
liiies being difbanded, Muc^ lefs is it advifeable 
for a peiibu to ^o thither, whp ha£ no other 
quality to recommend him but J>is hirth. In 
Europe it has indeed its value ^ b)it it is a com* 
modity that cannot be ganied to a wprf^ market 
than to that of America, whergjoeople do npt 
enquire conQBrning a flxanger, wijot is he f but 
Wbat can be do f u he liai& any vf^ful art he is 
welcome ^ and if he eserciie^ it, and behaves 
well^ he will be refpeflted by ^1 that know him j 
but a mere man of ^paUty^ who on that account 
wants to live upon the jpubjic by fome office or 
fahry, will be defpifed and difr^aided. The 
hufbandman is in honour there, and even the 
mechanic, becaufe their lennployments areAiUefuL 
The people have a faying, that God Almighty is 
himfelf a mechanic, the greateft in the univerfe ; 
and he is refpeded an.d admired more for the 

variety. 
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variety, ingonuity, and utility of his handiworks^ 
than for the antiquity of his family. They arc 
plcafed with the obfervation of a negro, and fire- 
ijuently mention it, that Boccarorra (meaning 
the white man) make de black man workee> 
make de horfc workee, make de ox workec, 
make ebery ting workee ; only de hog. He de 
hog, no workee ; he eat, he drink, he walk 
about, he go«to fleep when he pleafe, he libb 
like a gentleman. According to thefe opinions 
of the Americans, one of them would think 
himfelf more obliged to a genealogift, who could 
prove for him that his anceftors and relations for 
ten generations had been ploughmen, fmiths, 
rarpenters, turners, weavers, tanners, or even 
ilioemakers, and confequently that they were 
ufeful members of focieiy ; than if he could 
only prove that they were gentlemen, doing 
nothing of value, but living idly on the labour 
of others, mtrcfruges conjumere nati *, and other- 
wife good for nothings till by their death their ef- 
tates, like the carc^e of the negro's gentleman- 
hocc, come to be cut up. 

With regard to encouragements for ftrangers 
from government, they are really only what are 
derived from good laws and liberty. Stranger* 
ti.re welcome, becaufe there is room enough for 
tiiem all, and therefore the old inhabitants are 
x»ot jealous of them ; the laws proteft them fuf- 
ilciently, fo that they have no need of the patro- 
fiage of great men ; and every one will enjoy 
f«?curely the profits of his induftry. But if he 
does not bring a fortune with him, he muft work 
«nd be induftrious to live. One or two years 
i^fidence give him all the rights of a citizen ; 
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Merely to eat up the corn. Watts. 
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t)Ut the government does not at prefent, what- 
ever it may have done in former times, hire 
people to become fettlers, by paying their paiTa- 
ges, giving land, negroes, uteniils, ftock, or 
any other kind of emolument vsrhatfoever. In 
fliort, America is the land of labour, and by no 
means what the Englifli call Lubberland, and the 
French Pays de Cocagne^ where the ftreets arc 
faid to be paved with half-peck loates, the houfes 
tiled with pancakes, and where the fowls fly 
about ready roajfted, crying, Come eat me ! 

Who then are the kind of perfons to whom 
an emigration to America may be advantageous ? 
And whajt are tlij? advantages they may reafona- 
bly expeA ? 

Land being cheap in that country, from the 
vaft forelts ftill void of inhabitants, and not likely 
to be occupied in an age to come, infomuch that 
the propriety of an hundred acres of fertile foil 
full of wood may be obtained near the frontiers, 
in many places, for eight or ten guineas, hearty 
young labouring men, who underftand the hus- 
bandry of corn and cattle, which is nearly the 
fame in that country as in Europd, may eafily 
eftablifli themfclves there. A little money faved 
of the good wages they receive there while they 
work for others, enables them to buy the land 
and begin their plantation, in which they are 
affilled by the good-will of their neighbours, and 
fomc credit. Multitudes of poor people from 
England, Ireland, Scotland, and Germany, have 
by this means in a few years become wealthy 
farmers, who in their own countries, where all 
the lands arc fully occupied, and the wages of 
labour low, could never have emerged from the 
mean condition wherein they were born. 

From the falubrity of the air, the healthinefs 
. of the climate, tlie plenty of good provifions, 

and 
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and the encouragement to early marriages^ by 
the certainty of fubfiftence in cultivating the 
earth, the increafe of inhabitants by natural ge« 
neratien is very rapid in America, and becomes 
fiill more fo by the acceffion of ftrangers ; hence 
there is a contmual demand for more artifans of 
all the neceflary and ufefiil kinds, to fupply thofe 
cultivators of the earth \(ith houfes, and with 
furniture and utcnfils of the grofler forts, which 
cannot fo well be brought from Europe* Tol^-> 
ably good workmen in any of thofe mechanic 
arts, are fure to find employ, and to be well paid 
for their work, there being no reftraints prevent- 
ing ftrangers from exerciung any art they under* 
(land, nor any pemiiffion neceflary. If they are 
poor, they begin fii ft as fcrvants or journeymen ; 
and \t they are fobcr, induftrious, and frugal, 
they foon become mafters, eftablifh themfelves in 
bufinefs, many, raife families, and become re« 
fpe&ible citizens. 

Alfo, perfons of moderate fortunes and capi- 
tals, who having a number of children to pro- 
vide for, are defirous of bringing theqi up to 
induftry, and to fecure cftates for their pofterity, 
have opportunities of doing it in America, which 
Europe does not afford. There they may be 
taught and pradife profitable mechanic arts, 
withuout incurring dif^ace on that account; but 
on the contrary acquinng refpeft by fuch abilities, 
lliere fmall capitals laid out in lands, which 
daily become more valuable by the increafe of 
people, afford a fojid profpecl of ample fortunes 
thereafter for thofe children. The M'^riter of 
tliis has known feveral inft?inces of large trads 
of land, bought on what was then the frontier 
of Pennfylvania, for ten pounds per hundred 
acres, which, after twenty years, when the 
fetllements had been extendejl far beyond them, 

fold 
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f(M rcadiJy, wMiout any impfovefticfit: made 
tipon thetn for three poimds per acre* The acne 
in AAierica b the fame with the £ng]ii& aeroy or 
the kcHGf of Normandy. 

'thtk Mrbo tdefire to underftanil the ilate of 
govei^mnent in America;, would do well to read, 
the conftitUtion^ of the feveral ftates, and the 
articles of confederation that bind the whole 
together for general purpofes, lander the diree^ 
tion of one affembly, called^ the Congtefe/ 
Thefe confiitutions have been printed^ by ordei^ 
of Ck)ngte&, in America; two ^itions of them 
hav6 aifo teen printed in Ixmdon; and a good 
tranflation of them into Fren<;h, has latdy been 
pnbliihed at Paris. 

Several of the princes of Etlrope having of 
late^ from an ojunion of advantage to arife by 
prodticib:g all commodities and matiufadnres 
within their own dominions, fo as tO; diminiih 
or fender «fel€& their importations, have en- 
deavotired to entice woricmen flt)Ai other coud>» 
tries, hf high falsuriels, privileges) kc. Many 
perfons preten^ng to be fldlled in various great 
manufaouries^ imagining that America mnil be 
in want of tb^m, and that the Congrefs wonld 
probdbly be dt^ofed to imitate the princes above 
mentkmed, have propofed to go.over, on con«.^ 
dition of having their pa&ges paid, lands givetiy 
falaries aj^inted, e&chifive priviliiges for term» 
of years, &c. Such perfbns, on reading the 
articles of conftid<!rMioi^ wiU fittd that the Gon<> 
gifefe have no power cowmittdd to them, or 
money pM into their bands^ fbrfuch purposes ^ 
tad that if any £yk^ ^neotttagemaent is givea^ it 
muft be by the igicftremmdnt of fome iepante 
i^te. Thin, h^w^ver, has rarety been xione in 
America; and ttrhen it has been d^e^it has 
Mfely flicceeded^ £b as to eftablt& a manu- 

£adur€^ 
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fafture, which the country was not yet fo ripfe 
for as to encourage private perfons to fet it up ; 
labour being generally too dear there, and hands 
difficult to be kept together, every one defir- 
ing to be a mafler, and the cheapneis of land 
inclining many to leave trades for agriculture. 
Some indeed have met with fuccefs, and are 
carried on to advantage ; but they are generally 
fuch as require only a few hands, or wherein 
great part of the work is performed by nuu 
chines. Goods that are bulky, and of fo fmall 
value as not well to bear the expence of fireight, 
may often be made cheaper in tne country than 
they can be imported ; and the manufacture of 
fuch goods will be profitable wherever there 
is a fufficient demand. The farmers in Ame- 
rica produce indeed a good deal of wool and 
flax ; and none is exported, it is all worked up ; 
but it is in the way of domeftic manufafture, for 
the ufe of the family. The buying up quantities 
of wool and flax, with the defign to employ 
fpinners, weavers, &c. and form great eftabllfli- 
mcnts, producing quantities of linen and wool- 
len goods for fale, has been feveral times at- 
tempted in different provinces ; but thofe pro- 
jects have generally failed, goods of equal value 
being imported cheaper. And when the govern- 
ments have been folicited to fupport fuch fchenies 
by encouragements, in money, or by impofing 
duties on importation of fuch goods, it has been 
generally refufed, on this principle, that if the 
country is ripe for the manufafture, it may be 
carried on by private perfons to advantage ; and 
if not, it is a folly to think of forcing nature. 
Great eftablifliments of manufa^hire, require 
great numbers of poor to do the work for fmall 
wages ; thofe poor are to be found in Eu- 
rope, but will not be found in America, till the 
lands are all taken up and cultivated, and the 

excefs 
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cxccfs o£ people who candot get land want em- 
ployment. The manufacture of filk, they fay, 
IS natural in France, as .that of cloth in England, 
becaufe each country produces in plenty the firft 
material : but if England will have a manufafture 
aif Glk as well as that of cloth, and France of cloth 
4S well as that of fitk, thefe unnatural operations 
muft be fupported by mutual prohibitions, or high 
duties on the importation of each other's goods ; 
by which means the workmen are enabled to tax 
the home confumer by greater prices, while the 
higher wages they receive make them neither 
happier nor richer, fince they only drink more 
and work lefs. Therefore the governments in 
America do nothing to encourage fuchprojefts. 
The people, by this means, are not impofed on 
either by the merchant or mechanic : if the mer- 
chant demands too much profit on imported flioes, 
they buy of the flioemaker ; and if he afks too 
high a price, they take them of the merchant : 
thus the two profeffions are checks on each other. 
The fhoemaker, however, has, on the whole, a 
confiderable profit upon his labour in America, 
beyond ^yl^at he had in Europe, as he can add to 
his price a fum nearly equal to all the expences of 
freight and commiilion, rifque or infurance, &c. 
neceffarily charged by the merchant. And the 
cafe is the fame with the workmen in every other 
mechanic art. H^nce it is, that artifans generally 
live better and more eafily in America than iu 
Europe ; and fuch as are good ceconomifts make 
a comfortable provifion for age, and for their 
children. Such may, therefore, remove with 
advantage to America. 

In^the old long-fettled countries of Europe, all 
arts, trades, profeffions, farms, &c. are fo full, 
that it is difficult for a pQor man who has children 
to place them where they may gain, or learn to 
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gain, a decent livelihood. The arti&ns, who feaf 
creating future rivals in bofinds, refufe to take 
apprentices, but upon conditions of money , main- 
tenance, or the like, trhich the parents are un- 
able to comply with. Hence the yonth are drag- 
ged up in ignorance of every gainful art, and 
obliged to become foldiers, or fervants, or thkves^ 
for a fubfiftence. In America, the rapid inoneafe 
of inhabitants takes away that fear of rivalfiupy 
and artifans willingly receive apprentices £pom 
the hope of profit by their labour, during the 
remainder of the time fiiptdated, after they ihaif 
be inftructed. Hence it is eafy for poor families* 
to get their children inftruded ; for the artifans* 
are fo defirous of apprentices, that many of them 
M'ill even give money to the parents, to have 
boys from ten to fifteen years of age bound ap- 
prentices to them, till the ag0 of twenty *on^ ; and 
many poor parents h;cve) hj that means, on their 
arrival in the country, raifed money enough ta 
buy land fufficient to e(bblifli themfelves, and to 
ftrbfift the reft of their family by agriculture. 
Thefe contracts for apprentices are msufe before 
a magifirate, who regulates the agreement accord- 
ing to reafon and juftice ; and having in view 
the formation of a rature \ifeful citizen, obliges 
the mafter to engage by a written indenture, not 
only that, during the time of fervice itipulatcd; 
the apprentice ihall be duly provided wi^ meat, 
drink, apparel, wa&ing, and lodging, and at ks 
expiration with a complete newiuit of clothes, 
but alfo that he fhall be taught to read, write, 
and caft accounts ; and that he ihall be weK in- 
ftruded in the art or profeflion of his irucfter, ot 
fome other, by which he may afterwards g^n a 
livelihood, and be able in his turn to raiife a fa- 
mily. A copy of this indenture is given to the 
apprentice or his friends, and themagiftrate keeps 

a record 
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a record of it, to which recourfe may1>c had, in 
cafe of failure by the mafter in any point of per- 
foimaxice. This dfefife among the mafters to have 
more hands employed in working for them, in- 
duces them to pay the paffages of young perfons, 
of both fexes, who, on their arrival, agree to 
ferve them one, two, three, or four years ; thofe 
who have already learned a trade, aweeing for a 
£h6rter term, in proportion to their ftLifl, and the 
confequent immediate value of their fervice ; and 
thofe who have none, agreeing for a longer term, 
in confideration of being taught an art their po- 
verty would not permit them to acquire in their 
own country, ' 

The ahnoft general mediocrity of fortune that 
prevails in America, obliging its people to follow 
fome btifincfs for fublSlence, thole vices that arife 
ufually from idlenef^, are in a g^eat meafure pre- 
vented. Induftry and conftant employment are 
great prefervatives of the morals and virtue of a 
nation. Hence bad examples to youth are more 
rare in America, which muft be a comfortable 
confideration to parents. To this may be truly 
added, that ferious religion, under its various 
denomiiiationis, is not only tolerated, but refpeft- 
cd and praftifed. Atheifm is 'unknown there ; 
infidelity rare and fecret ; fo that perfons may 
live to a great age in that country without having 
their piety ihocked by nifeeting with either an 
atheift or an idfidel. And the Divine Being feem$ 
to have manifefted his approbation of the mutu- 
al forbearance and kindnefs with which the differ- 
ent fefts treat each other, by the remarkable prof- 
perity with which he has been pleafed to favour 
the whole country. 

U FINAI, 
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FINAL SPEECH OF DR. FRANKLIN IN THE 
LATE FEDERAL CONVENTION ♦. 



MR. PRESIDENT, 

I CONFESS that I do not entirely approve of 
this conftitution at prefent: but. Sir, I am not fure 
I Ihall never approve it ; for having lived fo long, 
I have experienced many inftances of being obU* 
ged by better information^ or fuller confiderati- 
on, to change opinions even on important fub- 
jeds, which I once thought right, but found to 
be otherwife. It is, therefore, that the older I 
grow, the more apt I am to doubt my own 
judgment, and to pay more relpeft to the judg- 
ment of others. Moft men, indeed, as well as 
moft feels in religion, think themfclves in poiTef- 
lion of all truth, and that whenever others differ 
from them, it is fo far error. Steele, a proteflanty 
in a dedication, tells the pope, that ** the only 
" difference between our two churches, in their 
" opinions of the certainty of their doftrines, is, 
" the Roniilh church is infallible, and the church 
" of England never in the wrong." But, though 
many iprivate perfons think almoft as highly of 
their own infallibility as of that of their feet, few 
exprefs it fo naturally as a, certain French lady, 
who, in a little difpute with her filler, faid, I 
don't know hdSv it happens, fifter, but I meet 
with nobody but myfelf that is always in the right. 
// ny a que mot qui a toujour^ raifon. In thefe fcn- 
timents, Sir, I agree to this conftitution, with all 

* Our reafons for afcribing this fpeech to Dr. Franklin, 
are its internal evidence, and its having appeared with his 
name, during his life-time, uncontradi(fted, in an American 
periodical publication. 

its 
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its faults, if they are fuch ; becaufe I think a ge- 
iieral government neceflary for us, and there is 
no form of government but what may be a blef- 
fing, if well adminiftered ; and I believe farther, 
that this is likely to be well adminiftered for a 
courfe of years, and can only end in delpotifm, as 
other forms have done before it, when the people 
ihall become fo corrupted as to need deipotic gd- 
vernment, being incapable of any other. I dotibt^ 
too, whetier any other convention we can ob- 
tain, may be able to make a better codftitution. 
For when you affemble a number of men, to have 
the advantage of their joint wifdom, you inevita-* 
bly aflemble with thofe men, all their prejudices, 
their paffions, their errors of opinion, their loc^l 
interefts, and their felfilh views. From fuch an 
ajBTembly can a perfed produdion be expeded ? It 
therefore aftoniflies me. Sir, to find this fyftem 
approaching fo near to perfedion as it does ; and 
I think it will aftonifh our enemies, who are wait- 
ing with confidence, to hear that our councils are 
confounded, like thofe of the builders of Babylon, 
and that our ftates are on the point of feparation, 
only to meet hereafter for the purppfe of cutting 
each other's throats. 

Thus I confent. Sir, to this conftitution, be- 
caufe I exped no better, and becaufe I am not 
fure that this is not the beft. The opinions I have 
had of its errors, I facrifice to the public good. 
I have never whifpered a fyllable of them abroad. 
Within thefe walls they were born ; and here they 
fliall die. If every one of us, in returning to our 
conftitiients, were to report the objeftions he has 
had to it, and endeavour to gain partifans in fup- 
port of them, we might prevent its being gene- 
rally received, and thereby lofe all the lalutary 
cflFefts and great advantages refulting naturally in 
our favour among foreign nations, as well as 

U 2 among 
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among ourfelves, from our real or apparent una- 
nimity. Much of the firength and efficiency of 
any government, in procuring and fecuring hap- 
pinefs to the people, depends on opinion ; on tne 
general opinion of the goodnefe of that govern- 
ment, as well as of the wifdom and integrity of 
its governors. 

I hope, therefore, that for our own fakes as a 
part of the people, and for the fake of our pofte- 
rity, we fhall aft heartily and unanimoufly in re- 
commending this conftitution, wherever our in- 
fluence may extend, and turn our future thoughts 
and endeavours to die means of having it well ad- 
miniftered. 

On the whole, Sir, I cannot help expreffing a 
wifli, that every member of the convention, who 
may ftill have objeftions^ would with me, on 
this occalion, doubt a little of his own infallibility, 
and, to make manifeft ovu* unanimity, put his 
name to this inftrument. 

[The motion was then made for adding the lalt 
formula, viz. 

Done in Convention, by the unanimous con^ 
fent, &c. : which was agreed to, and added ac- 
cordingly.} 
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SKETCH OF AN ENGLISH SCHOOL: 



FOR THE CONSIDERATION' OF THE TRUSTEES QF 
THE PHILADI^LPHIA ACADEMY^. 

1 T is expefted that every fcholar to be admitted 
into this fchool, be at leaft able to pronounce and 
divide the fyllables in reading, and to write a le- 
gible hand. None tp be received that art under 
years of age. 

riRST, OR LOWEST CLASS. 

* 

Let the firft clafs learn the Englifli Grammar 
rules, and at the fajne time let particular care be 
taken to improve them in orthography. Perhaps 
the latter is neft done by pairing the fcholars ; two 
of thofe neareft e^yal in their fpdling to be put 
together. Let thefe ftrivc for viAory j each pro- 
pounding ten words every day to the other to be 
fpclled. He that fpells truly moft of the other's 
words, is victor for that day ; he that is viftor 
moft days in a month, to obtain a prize, a pretty 
neat book of fome kind, ufeful in their future 
ftudies. This method fixes the attention of chil- 
dren extremely to the orthography of words, and 
makes them good fpellers very early. It is a 
ftiame for a man to be fo ignorant of this little 
art, in his own language, as to be perpetually 
confounding words of like found and difierent 
fignifications ; the confcioufnefs of which defeft 

* This piece did not come to hand till the volume had been 
fome time at the prefs. This was the cafe alfo with feveral 
other papers, and mnft be our apology for any defe<5t than 
may appear in the arrangement. 

makes 
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makes feme men, otherwife of good learning and 
underfianding, averfe to writing even a common 
letter. 

Let the pieces read by the fcholars in this dais 
be (hort ; luch as Croxsd's fables and little fiories. 
In giving the leiTon, let it be read to them ; let 
the meaning of the difficult words in it be explain- 
ed to them ; and let them con over by themfdves 
before they are called to read to the mailer or 
uflier ; who is to take particular care that they do 
not read too feft, and that they duly obfervc the 
Hops and paufes. A vocabulary of the moft ufu- 
al difficult words might be formed for their ufc, 
with explanations ; and they might daily get a 
few of thofe words and explanations by heart, 
which would a little exercife their memories ; or 
at leafl they might write a number of them in a 
fmall book for the purpofe, which would Bdp to 
fix the meaning of thofe words in their minds, 
and at the fame time fumiih every one with a 
little diftionary for his future ufe. 
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THE SECOND CLASS 

TQ be taught reading with attention) and with 

Soper modulations of the voice j according to 
e fentiment and the fubjed. 

Some fliort pieces, not exceeding the length of 
a Spectator, to be given this clafs for leflbns (and 
fome of the eafier Spedators would be very fuit- 
able for the purpofe). Thefe leflbns might be 
given every liight as tafks; the fcholars to ftudy 
them againft the morning. Let it then be re- 
quired of them to give an account, firft of the 
parts of fpeech, and conftruftion of one or two 
Sentences. This will oblige them to recur fre- 
quently to then: grammar, and fix its principal 
xrdes in their memory. Next, of the intention 
of the writer, or the fcope of the piece, the 
meaning of each fentence, and of every uncom- 
mon word. This would early acquaint them with 
the meaning and force of words, and give them 
that moft neceflary habit, of reading with atten- 
tion. 

The mafter then to read the piece with the proper 
modulations of voice, due emphafis, and fuitable 
adlion, where aftion is required; and put the 
youth on imitating his manner. ^. 

Where the author has ufed an expreffion hpt 
the beft, let it be pointed out ; and let his beautie^ 
be particularly remarked to the youth. "^ 

Let the leflbns for reading be varied, that the 
youth may be made acquainted with good ftyles 
of all kinds in profe and verfe, and the proper 
manner of reading each kind — fometimes a well- 
told ftory, a piece of a fermon, a generars fpeech 
to his foldiers, a fpeech in a tragedy, fome part 

of 
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of a comedy, an ode, a fatire, a letter, blank 
verfe, Hudibrafiic, heroic, &c. But let fuch 
leflbns be chofen for reading, as contain fome 
ufeful infirudion, whereby the underftanding or 
morals of the youth may at the fame time be 
improved* 

It is required ti^t they Ihould firil ftudy and 
underftand the leflqiiSj before they are put uppn 
reading them properly to which end each boy 
fhould have an EngUih dictionary, to bdp bioi 
over difficulties^ When out boys read Englifii 
to us, we are apt to imagine tney under&md 
what they read, becaufe we do, and becaufe it is 
their mother tongu^. But they often read, as 
parrots fpeak, knis^wing litUe or- nothing of t)ie 
meaning. And it is impoffibte a reader fhoidd 
give the due modulation to his voice, and pro- 
nounce properly, unlefs^ his underfiandkig g^s 
before his tongue, and m;^es him mafter of the 
fentiment. Accuftoming boys to read sHoud what 
they do not firft underftand, is the caufe of thofe 
even fet tones ib common among readers, which, 
when they have once got a hzhk of ufing, they 
find fo difficult to correct; by which means, 
among fifty readers we fcarcdy find a good one. 
For want of good reading, pieces publx&ed teith 
a view to influence the minds of men, for their 
own €)$• the pubKc benefit, lofe half tlieir force. 
Were there but one good reader in a neighbour- 
hood, a public orator might be heard throughout 
a nation with the fame advantages, and have the 
fame effect upon his audience, as if they flood 
within the reach of his voice. 
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TI31E T»IRD CLASS 



TO be taught peaking prc^rly and grace- 
/ally ; vbich is near a«kin to good reading, and 
natuiaUy fpllows k in the ftudtes of youth. Let 
the £chotar6 of this id^ begin with learning the 
ekoieats of ifietonc from iome &ort fyfteoi, fb 
as to be arUe tiO give an account of the moil uie» 
fal tropes aad figures^ Let aU their had habits of 
%eakid^9 all offences agawft good grammar, all 
corrupt or fbreigH afcceats, and all improper 
phf afes, be pointed out to them. Short (jpeecbes 
£rom tibe Rofnaa ^ other hiftory, or from the 
parliamentary debates, might be got by heart, and 
delivered with the proper action, kc. Speeches 
and fcenes in our beu tragedies and comedies 
(avoiding every thing that could injure the morals 
of youth) might likewife be got by rote, and the 
boys exercfed in delivering or adUng them; 
great care being taken to form their manner after 
the trueft models. - 

For their farther improvement, and a little to 
vary their ftudies, let them now begin to read 
hiftory, after having got by heart a ihort table of 
tjie principal epochas in chronology. They may 
begin with RoUin's ancient and Roman hiftories, 
and proceed at proper hours, as they go through 
the fubfequent claffes, with the beft hiftories of 
our own nation and colonies. Let emulation be 
excited among the boys, by giving, weekly, little 
prizes, or other fmall encouragements to thofe 
who are able to give the beft account of what they 
have read, as to times, places, names of perfons^ 
&c. This will make them read with attcniion, 
and imprint the hiftory well in their memories. 

In 
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In remarking on the hiftory, the mafter will have 
fine opportunities of inftilling inftrudions of 
various kinds, and improving the morals, as well 
as the underftandtngs, of youth. 

The natural and mechanic hiftory, contained 
in the Spe£lacle de la Nature^ might alfo be begun 
in this dafs, and continued though the fubfe- 
quent dafies, by other books of the fame kind ; 
for, next to the knowledge of duty, this kind dF 
knowledge is certainly the moft ufeful, as well as 
the moft entertaining. The merchant may there- 
by be enabled better to underftand many commo- 
dities in trade; the handicraftfman to improve 
his bufinefs by new inftruments, mixtures and 
materials ; and fre^uenUy hints are given for new 
manufaAures, or new methods of improving 
land, that may be fet on foot greatly to the ad- 
vantage of a country. 
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THE FOURTH CLASS 



TO be taught compofition. Writing one?s own 
language wen, is the next neceffary accomplifli- 
ment Ster good ipeaking. It is the writipg- 
mafter's bufinefs to take care that the boys make 
fair charafters, and place them ftraight and even 
in the lines : but to form their ftyle, and even to 
take care that the flops and capitals are properly 
difpofed, is the part of the Englilh mafter. The 
boys fhould be put on writing letters to each 
other on any comnion occurrences, and on vari- 
ous fubjeds, imaginary bufinefs, &c. containing 
little ftories, accounts of their late reading, what 
parts of authors pleafe them, and why ; letters of 
congratulation, of compliment, of requeft, of 
thanks, of recommendation, of admonition, of 
confolatipn, of expoflulation, excufe, &c. In 
thefe they fliould be taught to exprefs themfelves; 
clearly, concifely and naturally, without afFeftcd 
words or high-flown phrafes. All their letters to 
pafs through the matter's hand, who is to point 
out the faults, advife the correftions, and com-» 
mend what he finds right. Some of the beft 
letters publiflied in our own language, as Sir 
Willianqi Temple's, thofe of Pope and his friends, 
and fome others, might be fet before the youth 
as models, their beauties pointed out and ex- 
plained by the mafter, the letters themfelves 
tranfcribed by the fcholar. 

Dr. Johnfon's Ethices Elementa^ or Firft Prin- 
ciples of Morality, may now be read by the fcho- 
lars, and explained by the mafter, to lay a folid 
foundation of virtue and piety in their minds. 

And 
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And as this clafs continues the reading of hiftory, 
let tliem now, at proper hours, receive fome far- 
thcr inflru6tion in chronology, and in that part 
of geography (from the mathematical mafter) 
which is neceflary to underftand the maps and 
globqs. They fhould alfo be acquainted with the 
modem names of the places they find mentioned 
in ancient writers. The exercifes of good read- 
ing, and proper fpcaking^ fiill continued at fuita- 
ble times* 
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THE FIFTH CLASS. 



TO improve the youth in compofition, they 
may now, befides continuing to write letters, be- 
gin to write little eflays in profe, and fometimes 
m verie ; not to make them poets, but for this 
reafon, that nothing acquaints a lad fo fpeedily 
with variety of expreffion, as the necemty of 
finding fuch words and phrafes as will fuit the 
meafure, found and rhime of verfe, and at the 
fame time well exprefe the fentiment. Thefe effays 
fiiould all pafs under the mailer's eye, who will 
point out their faults, and put the writer on cor- 
refting them. Where the judgment is not ripe 
enougn for forming new effays, let the fentiments 
of a Spe6i:ator be given, and required to be clothed 
in the fcholar*s own words ; or the circumftances 
of fome good ftory ; the fcholar to find expreflion. 
Let them be put fometimes on abridging a para- 
graph of a difiufe author : fometimes on dilating 
or amplifying what is wrote more clofely. And 
now let Dr. Johnfon*s Noeticay or Firfl: Rinciples 
of Human Knowledge, containing a logic, or art 
of reafoning, &c. be read by the youth, and the 
difficulties that may occur to them be explained 
by the mafter. The reading of hiftory, and the 
exercifes of good reading and juft fpeaking, ftill 
continued. 
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THE SIXTH GLASSi 



IN this dafs^ befides continuing the ihidies of 
the preceding in hiftory, rhetoric, logic, moral 
and natural philofophv, the beft Engmh aud^ors 
may be read and expl^ned ; as Tillotfon, Milton, 
Locke, Addifon, Pope, Swift, the higher paperg 
in the Spectator and Guardian, the bell tranf- 
lations of Homer, Virgil and Horace, of Telema- 
chus. Travels of Cyrus, &c. 

Once a year let there be public exercifes in the 
hall ; the truftees and citizens prefent. Then let 
line gilt books be given as prizes to fuch boys as 
diftlnguifh themfelves, and excel the others in any 
branch of learning, making three degrees of com- 
parifon : giving the beft prize to him that performs 
beft ) a le& valuable one to him that comes up 
next to the beft: and another to the third. 
Commendations, encouragement, and advice to 
the reft ; keeping up their hopes, that, by in- 
duftry, they may excel another time The names 
of thofe that obtain the prize, to be yearly 
printed in a lift. 

The hours of each day are to be divided and 
difpofed in fuch a manner as that fome clafles may 
be with the writing-mafter, improving their 
hands J others with the mathematical mafter, 
learning arithmetic, accounts, geography, ufe of 
the globes, drawing, mechanics, &c. ; while the 
reft are in the Englifh fchool, under the Englifli 
m after *s care. 

Thus inftrufted, youth will come out of this 
fcliool fitted for learning any bufinefs, calling, 
or profeflion, except fuch wherein languages are 
required^ and though unacquainted with any 
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ancient or foreign ton^e, they will be mailers 
of their own, which is of more immediate and 
general ufe ; and withal will have attained many 
other valuable accomplifhments : the time ufually 
fpent in acquiring thofe languages, often without 
fuccefs, being here employed in laying fuch a 
foundation of knowledge and abiUty, as, pro-^ 
perly improved, may qusdify them to pafe through 
and execute the feveral offices of civil life, with 
advantage and reputation to themfelves and 
country. 
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